1 


*1 


T 


W6___ 

Fttustel 



INDEPENDENT 



THUKSDAY 2 MAY 1996 40p hr « p > 


Madness and the 
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£ The literati answer a shrink’s charge ... 
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chaos as poll 
defeat looms 

Beef row enrages Euro-sceptics 


Lenin gives way to Marilyn on May Day I 


blamed after 
trains looted 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and COUN BROWN 

Tory anger over ihe Govem- 
roenf’s inabUhy io secure an im- 
mediate end of the European 
Union beef ban erupted in the 
Commons yesterday in an open 
display of backbench discontent 
as the party braced itself for 
hundreds of casualties in today’s 
council elections. 

The deep Tbry divisions over 
Europe, which have overshad- 
owed the election campaign, 
were exposed afresh by repeat- 
ed demands for a tougher line 
with the EU and a warning from 
the Euro-sceptic Nicholas Bud- 
gen that the Commons might 
not give the required approval 
for a cull of 4Zj}0Q cattle. 

The deep unease that has 
been simmerin g over the EU’s 
role in the beef crisis surfaced 
as a robust Kenneth Clarice, the 
Chancellor, repeated that .he 
was sympathetic, to a single 
currency and was accnsed by 
Eurcnsceptics of contradicting 
John Majorby telling a Com- 
mons Select committee that 
ISWiaetefitf . - membership 
would not have ; “enormous* 
constitutional iraptications. 

, .. As Cabinet ministers sought 
vainly to.diveri the focus ,of the 
campaign on to bread and but- .. 
ter issues Eke Labour’s tax-plans, 
the eve of pcffl 'was also enlivened 
by a caD from the whipless Tbiy 
^ Peter Thignharo to vole Ljb- 
eral Democrat and a promise by 
John Redwood, fanner Secre- 
tary of State for Wales, that he 
had nO intention of challenging 
Mr Major again for the patty 
leadership. 

But it was the row over beef 
that dominated the Commons 
less ffan 24 horns before the last 
full-scale test for John Major 


ahead of a general election. 

Amid repeated complaints 
that Che EU was imposing the 
ban for “political” and “oom- 
mera'ar reasons, the former 
minis ter Patrick Nicholls 
(Teignhridge) said Mr Hogg 
could “ask, plead and cajole” 
but that he “could compel noth- 
ing?* and urged the Government 
to ask itself on what terms it 
should remain in the EU. An- 
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other Tory Euro-sceptky John 
Townend, chairman of the right 
wing 92 Group, demanded a 
time limit on the ban and sng- 


tion unless the ban was lifted 
-within three or four weeks. 

Mr Hogg said several times 
during the tense Commons ex- 
changes that there was a pri- 
mary obligation on the 
Government to consider what 
policies would be most likely to 
bring about a liftingof the ban. 

Tension over the beef issue 
was fuelled by a leaked letter 
from Malcolm Rifldud, the For- 
eign Secretary, io Mr Major 
protesting about the disarray 


caused by Michael Heseltine's 
retreat last week from con- 
frontation with Britain’s EU 
partners. 

Mr Rifkind had raised ex- 
pectations of tough action when 
he warned the Government 
was considering “other options” 
after failing to secure a lifting 
of the ban at a crisis meeting of 
European foreign ministers. 
Mr Hesehine later stepped in, 
however, to rule out “semi-ma- 
cho 0 retaliatoty measures after 
' Intense Westminster speculation 

that the Government was con- 
sidering sanctions or the with- 
holding of EU contributions. 

Describing himself to the 
Treasury Select Committee as 
“sympathetic" to EMU, Mr 
darfce said: “The theory that 
EMU inevitably leads to some 
superstate isa myth. "He went 
on: “The central judgement 
you are making j$ whether 
member- states would .benefit 
from having a common mone- 
tary policy. lean conceive of cir- 
cumstances where that would be 
of benefit to the UK ... •' 

“I came away from (the EU 
finance ministers’ meeting at} 
Verona firmly of the opinion 
BritiApolttScal policy should be 
conducted oh me basis that it is 
file intention of the others that , 
fltere vrin be economic and mon- 
etary j ration. They drink they 
can do it and they axe going to 
do it. It k foHy for us to assume 
it is all notgoing to work." - 

In a speech to the Newspa- 
per Society, the Prime Munster 
said he would not be “pushed 
from one edge to the other” in 
a debate on Europe. “I am a 
Conservative because I believe 
in Conservatism and I take the 
middle of the road view on Eu- 
ropean matters.” 

Beef cull starts, page 2 
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Traditional images of Communist leaders are replaced by a poster of a Marilyn Monroe 
lookafiKe as marchers celebrate May Day in Moscow. Looking backwards, page 12 


Arms exporter’s 
AGM ends in 
violent protest 


Fayed’s ‘nightmare’ Reform 


PATRICK TOOHER 

Directors of British Aerospace, 
Britain's biggest military ex- 
porter, were splattered with 
eggs, paint and tomatoes yes- 
terday when anti-arms trade 
protesters disrupted a stormy 
and violent annual meeting of 
shareholders in central London. 

The trouble came soon after 
BAe chief executive, Dick 
Evans, denied personal knowl- 
edge of or involvement in moves 
to deport Mohamed al-Masan. 
the exiled Saudi dissident al the 
centre of a diploma tic row be- 
tween Britain and Saudi Arabia- 

One protester attempted to 
mnk e a citizen's attest erf the en- 
tire board for_the crime of 
“mass genocide". 

The three-hour meeting was 
then adjourned in uproar while 
security guards dragged sever- 
al demonstrators out of tne 
Queen Elizabeth II conference 
centre in Westminster, Lon- 
don. No arrests were made. 

One startled shareholder, 
who wished not to be named, 
said: “It was dreadful. People 
were fighting and jumping upon 
the platform.*’ 

Mr Evans denied any in- 
voivetnemtafhe Masari affair, 
saying it wa$.i matter for the 
British, government. He told 
Labour- MP .George Galloway 
duringfrequarffyt^-len^ered 
e xdt a M gstfaahchadi^knofti- 
edge cfanyplap to kidnap or 
mm , d«MrMasaxfc 
- BAe has been 'accused- of 
putting .priei^SKre cm~ the; Gov- 


ernment to deport Mr Masari 
in order to safeguard lucrative 
defence contracts. It is one of 
a number of UK companies 
which benefit from the £20bn 
Al-Yamamah arms deal be- 
tween Saudi Arabia and Britain. 
Mr Masarihas been allowed to 
stay in Britain for four years af- 
ter the Government dropped 
plans to deport him. 

Mr Galloway’s allegations 
were part of a wider attack on 
bag's policy cm military exports. 
“The company has the ethics of 
Pontius Pilate,” he said. “They 
wash their bands of the effects 
of the arms trade.” 

The MP for Glasgow Hfllhfiad 
was among about 100 share- 
holders who packed the meet- 
ing by using token shares in the 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Mohamed Al Fayed, the own- 
er of Hamods, was approached 
a week ago to fund a new 
political party for Britain, a 
senior aide said last night 

Stewart Steven, the former 
editor of the London Evening 
Standard who now heads Mr 
Fayed's new media venture, 
Liberty Publishing, said: “It is 
true, someone did present a pro- 
posal Mr Al Fayed should fund 
a new political party.” Howev- 
er, he said, it was impressed on 
Mr Al Fayed “that this is not 
America” and that tycoons do 
not form political parties here. 

Mr Steven was responding to 
the cEsdosure in the Independent 
that Mr Fayed was considering 


forming a party under the work- 
ing title. The Reform Party. Mr 
FayecTs spokesman, Michael 
Cole, yesterday denied he 
planned to launch a party or had 
earmarked £23m to field can- 
didates at the next election. 

Others in the Fayed circle in- 
sist the idea was still being can- 
vassed. A long-time associate 
who did not wish to be named 
said the Independent report was 
accurate and it was a matter of 
regret that his plans appeared 
to' have been shelved, possibly 
owing to the leak to the media. 

In a letter to the Independent 
Lord Lester, the liberal De- 
mocrat, who is a political in- 
fluence on Mr Fayed, distanced 
himself from the notion of a new 
party. He urged him to support 
the Liberal Democrats. 


Mr CbJe said the Independent 
story was based on an internal 
note, which “listed a number of 
desirable reforms which could 
be calculated to have a benefi- 
cial effect on the way in which 
this country conducts its polit- 
ical life.” Mr Steven confirmed 
that the document came from 
Mr Fayed's office and that ii set 
put “a programme many peo- 
ple would support”. 

The paper advocates: 

- a Freedom of Information 
Act; 

- a Bill of Rights: 

- a Scandinavian-style mon- 
archy; 

- abolition of the House of 
Lords and its replacement by an 
elected second chamber, 

- referendums on devolution 
for Scotland and Whies; 


- re nationalisation of the pri- 
vatised utilities. 

Most of those policies are 
also Liberal Democrat policies. 
“He's been saying all these 
things for a long time;” said Mr 
Steven. That did not mean, he 
added, that Mr Fayed was about 
to form a political party. He re- 
fused to name the people who 
recently had approached Mr 
Fayed for funding. 

The long-time associate of 
Mr Fayed's said the document 
was “a manifesto that flows 
from long-held concerns of Mr 
Payed”. It did not include re- 
form of the citizenship laws, 
which Mr Fayed feels strongly 
about, as he has consistently 
been denied British citizen- 
ship, despite having lived here 
for many years. 


its policy on arms sales. 

The BAe board were also 
quizzed about the company’s 
alleged revolvement in the sale 
electric-shock batons, which 
the company denies, and the 
oolicv Of its Royal Ordnance 
subsidiary towards the manu- 
facture of anti-personnel land 
mines, which the Government 
last week said it wanted to see 
banned worldwide. 

Directors also beard 1 
for BAe to stop selling Haw: 
"JUft u, Icdooe^L 
The first of 24 jets are due for 

. . 1 Mr Galloway al- 


Banks ‘make £lm a day 
from clearing delay’ 



JAMES CUSICK 

Banks and birikfiog societies are 
making £lm each day, simply by 
silling on cheques presented by 
customers for clearing. ■ 
According to an investigation 
by the Consumers Association, 
the cheques making their way 
through the clearing system 
at any one time are used by 
banks and building societies to 
invest in the international mon- 
ey markets.. 

The CA investigation also 
found thal one in four cheques 
paid iafoabank or building so- 
ciety account takes longer to 
dear than the dine advertised. 


CA money editor, Graeme 
Jacobs, commenting on the re- 
port’s findings, said: “Cus- 
tomers are being seriously 
short-changed. While you are 
waiting fbryoor cash, banks are 
earning interest on it. These de- 
lays are unjustifiable.” 

However, a number of banks, 
including Lloyds and tbe TSB, 
have described the CAs findings 
as “without balance”. A spokes- 
woman for Lloyds said: “Lloyds 
dears in four days and from dial 
time tbe money is available to 
our customers. It is just that our 
computer does not register this 
till the fifth day. 

The CA’s survey says that up 


to 9m cheques are presented in 
Britain every day. This is nor- 
mally done in two stages: first 
they are “cleared for value”. 
With normal current accounts 
this period should account for 
two working; days after the 
cheque is paid in. But money 
can only be removed after the 
cheque has been also “cleared 
for fete”. This allows banks or 
building societies to ensure the 
cheque will not bounce before 
it lets the cash be withdrawn. 
The CA found that depending 
on which bank is involved, cus- 
tomers can wait more than a 
week before they are allowed to 
remove their cash. 


Proms hullabaloo 

The balloons. Klaxons and par- 
ty-poppers banned from the 
Last Night of Proms are likely 
to be allowed again under the 
new regime. Page 4 

Gun-law reluctance 

Despite research linking guns 
and high crime rates, the Gov- 
ernment is reluctant to intro- 
duce major changes to gun 
laws after Dunblane. Page 4 

Today's weather 

Cloudy and cool, with some 
showers. Section TVeo, page 29 
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CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 
Transport Correspondent 

Three freight t rains including 
one earning wine, were loot- 
ed in north London after they 
were delayed by emergency 
repairs by 'Railtrack - an em- 
barrassing revelation on the da) 1 
that its share price was set at 
between 350p and 590p for the 
forthcoming flotation, valuing 
the company at less than £2bn. 

As 1.9 million people regis- 
tered for the shares. Opposition 
parties and anti-rail privatisa- 
tion groups labelled the sale 
“a rip off and “an act 'of van- 
dalism”. 1 

The latest Great Train Rob- 
bery in February happened as 
the track work disrupted ser- 
vice over six days. More than 
100 bottles of Australian and 
South African wine were found 
on the track near Primrose Hill, 
north London, and another 
container/ with “dangerous 
goods” whs also broken into. 

Several freight operators 
have/transferred goods from 
rail/to road as a result of the 
dj&uption. Rafitrack has ai- 
ifeady been criticised by the 
r Health and Safety Executive for 
the deterioration in the condi- 
tion of the trade on lines out of 
Euston which have resulted in 
a lOmpb speed Hmit being im- 
posed causing severe delays. 

Tbe chaotic series of events 
.at Primrose Hill just north of 
Euston, is described in a letter 
leaked to Channel 4’s Dis- 
patches programme last night 
from Freightiiner, one of BR’s 
two remaining railfreight com- 
panies, in which the company’s 
managing director, James 
Mackay, warns that Rail track’s 
“very unsatisfactory” perfor- 
mance puts in danger “revenue 
amounting to several millions 
of pounds”. 

The delays also threatened 
the prestigious Ford contract 
for taking cars through the 
Channel tunnel operated by the 


other BRcompiiny. Railfreight 
Distribution, 

Mr Mackay said that Cosco. 
its sixth largest customer, 
“withdrew all business from us 
until we can provide assurance 
that deliveries can be made to 
schedule”. 

A Freightiiner official would 
not give details of the value ot 
the goods stolen or what the 
dangerous goods comprised 
"for security reasons”. How- 
ever, he added: “The thieves 
struck lucky because normally 
the containers would he carry- 
ing boring stuff." 

A closure of the North Lon- 
don line for work to enable 
Eurostar trains heading north 
of London to use the track led 
to freight traffic being divert- 
ed onto the Primrose Hill line. 

However, the state of this 
short stretch of track was so bad 
that the track kept failing and 
there was concern about a 
derailment 

The track condition wors- 
ened because of the extra trams 
and had to be rclaid. A memo 
on the condition of the track 
said much of the foundation 
was “mud” and that compo- 
nents such as dips were "break- 
ing daily”. 

The maintenance work 
caused a total of S8 hours de- 
lay to Frcigh diner’s trains - one 
was delayed for 18 hours. 

Tbe completion of the work 
was put back by Railtrack on 
several days after Freightiiner 
had been promised that it 
would be finished. As a con- 
sequence, some of Freightiin- 
er’s trains were left on 
vulnerable parts of the railway 
system in north London which 
resulted in the thefts. 

Meanwhile, it was revealed 
that small investors scrambled 
to register for the Railtrack 
flotation with 500,000 putting 
their names down to receive 
application forms and special 
discounts over the past week. 

Rash for Railtrack, page 18 


"How to Look Sexy, 
Make Friends ana 
Manage Your Bos s" 



"The ubiquitous media doe has done it yet again: tin's 
time taming his talents for producing sparkling gems 
of information in rapid-fire sequence to ihe field of 
body language and private habits. As always, he 
makes his subject both personally relevant anti of 
practical use. Here’s how to judge people by the bags 

they carry or the cars they drive, plus how to 
manipulate your doctor, appear sexy or make a rival 
on easy and a host of other lips too. Once you start to 
browse you would have to be a hermii nol io find it 

utterly unputdownable" 

(The Good Book Guide ) 

Contents include; 

• 3 ways io tell when someone is lying 

• 7 signs that someone is interested in you sexually 

• 8 giveaway signs of nervousness 

• 6 ways to tell if someone is bored 

■ 20 ways to look sexy 

• 12 ways to look like a winner 

• 10 ways to be a successful interviewee 

• 11 ways to negotiate successfully 

• 10 ways to avoid being mugged 

• 8 ways to manage your boss 

• 16 ways to deal with aggressive people 

• 22 ways io get power over people 

• 4 ways to make people like you 

• and much much more! 101 


To order your copy send a cheque or posial order for 
£9*95 (payable to Publishing Housel to: People 
Watching Sales Office 1N30, Publishing House, Trinity 
Place, Barnstaple, Devon EX32 9HJ. Post and packing 
is FREE Your book will be despatched within 28 days. 
Money back guarantee - simply return within 28 days of 
receipt for a full refund if not delighted. 








1 


the INDEPENDENT ■ THURSDAY SAiar'igge 


\RI 


rM. 

sb 
» A 

issi 

rda 

;ed 

Tb 

iiini 

W{ 

ith 

url 

iati 

lar 

iat- 

as 

M 

*1 

leu 

am 

eh 

tel 

flClt 

Ai 

3am 
Dther 
and i 
>iill a 
Sum 
Th 
Qerr 
const 
tamo 
atLe 
fieldt 
sorcn 
game 
" An 
opera 
til Si 
Cheh 
four I 


No. 




It 




ft- 


I 

1 

5 


9 

11 

12 

13 

15 


news 


• m 


Around the world of the local elections in 90 minutes 


In a whirlwind 90 minute spell . 
yesterday your intrepid sketch* . 
writer visited the local election 
campaign headquarters of each 
of the three major political 
parlies, took the pulse of British 
politics today and returned to 
file this report 

My odyssey took me to three 
locations in central London 
and involved walking more than 
a mile. When the two tycoon 

P arties - Forza Britannia and 
larrodian Jihad - are up and 
running, I may have to make 
way for a younger man. 

First stop was Cowley Street 
home of the Liberal Democrats. 
Hot bagels and coffee were 



DAVID 

A ARONOVITCH 


served to hacks in a beautiful 
oak-panelled room, marred by 
three Bat panels, on two of 
which was carried the rather 
puzzling legend ‘'Britain's peo- 
ple, Britain's future". Which I 
suppose was marginally less 
meaningless than, say. '‘Britain's 


people, Guinea-Bissau’s fu- 
ture , but not by much. 

This being the Ub-Dems and 
early in the morning the press 
was represented by the most ju- 
nior correspondents (their se- 
niors saving themselves), so 
the room reeked of toothpaste 
and hair gel. 

Paddy presded, looking crag- 
gy and happy. His colleague, 
Diana Maddock (Christ- 
church), a teacherly land of a 
woman in an odd mauve and 
gold tartan, promised us insights 
straight from the “grassroots” 
which consisted of telling us 
about an item she'd heard on 
the Today programme featuring 


Southend. The assembled re- 
porters wracked their brains for 

questions, failed to think of any 
and trooped off. 

At 11.40am I was inside the 
Mfllbank Tower, contemplating 
the modern marvel that is new 
Labour’s press conference set- 
This bad been designed to look 
like the exterior walls of a 
Spanish holiday vSJa - all white 
stucco and curving edges. The 
effect was enhanced by a desk 
lopped with imitation granite, 
an arrangement of red roses ancT 
a large sun-dial with a micro- 
phone on top. 

It felt like a lovely, sunny 
place to tuck into a paella. 


drink wine and get away from 
politics - especially since we 
were joined by two of Labour’s 
waisty bon viveurs: John 
Prescott and Frank Dobson. Oh, 
and the Leader - after appear- 
ing this week “by satellite from 
Basildon" - was made flesh, 
addressed us from behind the 
sun-dial, smiled and said 
“Look" a loL 

The Conservative presser in 
Smith Square was a much more 
gloomy affair. In part their set 
was to blame. In colour and de- 
sign it resembled the reception 
area at one of those American 
fitness spas. But its chief failing 
was the great height of the 


desk- Bom where I was siting 
all that was visible were the 
necks and beads of Messrs Hes- 
eltine, Clarke and Mawhinney 
in a line, as though they were 
sitting in a row of old-fashioned 
steam cabinets. 

And they were not happy. In 
a poignant moment the Chan- 
cellor’s disembodied head 
referred to his fiscally prudent 
shadow as “a rather lonely fig- 
ure in the labour movement . 
To emphasise the irony of this 
description Mr Clarke then 
went on to remind us that our 
kith and kin in America, gallant 
Canada and loyal Australia had 
all banned British beef before 


the European Union. This, he 
said, should be borne in mind 


latest hysterical Euro-scep- 
tic issue". 

The reddening Head of Hez- 
za nodded, for it was a good 
point. So good that I had nev- 
er heard any Conservative make 
it before. Too good certainly for 
the backbenchers who queued 
up later in the day in the Cham- 
ber to lambaste the dastardly 
Europeans. The Tories’ slogan 
was “Life's better with the Con- 
servatives". Perhaps. But life 
doesn't seem to be much fun in 
the Conservatives. 

Battleground, page 7 


Legal firms 
‘go offshore’ 
to avoid 
litigation 


ROGER TRAPP 

Many of Britain's biggest law 
firms are poised to follow the 
nation's accountants and set 
themselves up offshore or give 
up being partnerships in an 
effort to protect themselves 
against rising litigation claims. 

Dibb Lupton Broomhead, 
the Leeds-based firm that has 
expanded aggressively recently 
to make a mark in the Gty, has 
appointed KPMG, the accoun- 
tancy firm that has incorporat- 
ed its audit arm, to cany out a 
feasibility study on the issue, 
while Linklaters & Paines, one 
of the most respected firms, has 
asked a working party of senior 
partners to report on the mat- 
ter in the next few weeks. Oth- 
er firms, including leading City 
establishment Frcshfields and 
national firm Eversheds, are un- 
derstood to be investigating it 

The news comes as Clifford 
Chance, the City’s largest firm 
of solicitors with more than 
200 partners, is facing a CSlJbn 
(£61 Om) claim from four Ca- 
nadian banks that suffered 
heavy losses in the collapse of 
Canary Wharf in London's 
Docklands. Clifford Chance is. 
like other firms, keeping the is- 
sue under review in the wake of 
the Law Society’s recent relax- 
ation of its rules on incorpora- 
tion, but is not yet planning 
anything specific. 

The claim is thought lobe the 
biggest suit against a London 
law firm made public, but one 
partner said there were many 
others that were settled without 
being reported. “Nobody likes 
to see another firm being sued 
because you think, there But for 
the grace of God go I," he said. 

However, these claims have 
not vet reached the level of 


those in the accountancy pro- 
fession, where suits following 
the collapses of such organisa- 
tions as Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International, the 
Maxwell empire and British 
and Commonwealth have 
caused serious concern in the 
profession. Late last year, the 
partners of Binder HamJyn, 
which is now part of the Unit- 
ed States-based Arthur Ander- 
sen organisation, faced 
bankruptcy after a ease involv- 
ing the purchase of a company 
by ADT went against the firm. 

While KPMG has opted for 
partial incorporation to deal 
with this problem, fellow “big 
six" accountancy firms Price 
Waterhouse and Ernst & Young 
have banded together to help 
the States of Jersey develop a 
law under which partnerships 
can limit their liability in much 
the same way as limited com- 
panies. Under the arrangements 
being proposed, the firm would 
remain liable far all its debts, but 
individual partners would not 
face losing personal assets, such 
as houses, because of the neg- 
ligence of other partners. 

Both Dibb Lupton and Lin- 
klaters will be looking at the Jer- 
sey option, but Terence Kyle, 
managing of partner at Lin- 
klaiers, pointed out that it was 
difficult to come to a conclusion 
about Hie full implications of that 
route sincelhe situation was 
“still a moving target". Nigel 
Knowles, Dibb Lupton's man- 
aging partner, suggested that the 
firm's main motivation in chang- 
ing its status was financial. It 
wanted the ability to meet longj- 
terra investment requirements 
out of retained profits and also 
to be able to “properly remu- 
nerate all the staff" and give 
them a share of the profits. 



A girt lays flowers in memory of 13-year-old Louise Allen, who died after a fight in Corby, Northamptonshire on Monday night- Two girls, aged 12 
and 13, accused of manslaughter, were remanded Into local authority custody, yesterday They will next appear on 7 May News analysis, page 15 



ftVUL HELD 

The destruction of at least 
21,000 cattle a week is due to 
begin this morning after 11th 
hour efforts to authorise more 
than 60 abattoirs and 80 mar- 
kets to take part in the £550m 
scheme. 

The plans to remove cattle 
over 30 months at the end of 
their productive lives from the 
food chain, as part of efforts to 
eradicate BSE, have proved to 
be a logistical nightmare for the 
Government. 

The scheme was expected to 
start on Monday but paperwork 
to approve slaughter houses 


and markets as collection cen- 
tres for the cattle put it back by 
three days. 

However, the Agriculture 
Minister, Douglas Hogg, yes- 
terday told the Commons the 
slaughter was ready to begin. 
“Fanners wall be anxious to 
have the finalised details," he 
said. “We will be sending direct 
to fanners a note setting all they 
need to know about the new 
arrangements." 

Earlier, be tried to calm an- 
gry Tbry MPs over the EU re- 
fusal to lift the worldwide ban 
on British beef after 30 senior 
Conservative MPs made an un- 
precedented appeal to every EU 


ambassador in the UK 1 urging 
them to ask their governments 
to end the ban. Among them 
were former foreign secretaries 
Douglas Hurd and Lord Howe. 

In a statement on his efforts 
at the Agriculture Council 
meeting in Luxembourg. Mr 
Hogg said the Government was 
pressing ahead with its legal 
challenge to the ban in the Eu- 
ropean Court of Justice. 

The Shadow Agriculture 
Minister, Gavin Strang, to Id 
him: “We share your commit- 
ment to securing an early lifting 
of the ban on exports. It is very 
disappointing indeed that you 
have so little progress to report.” 


Mr Hogg came under heavy 
fire over the delay in the start 
of the scheme to dispose of cat- 
tle over 30 months. In addition 
to the L5JXX) dairy cows slaugh- 
tered each week, which are at 
the end of their productive 
lives, there are an estimated 
300,000 prime beef cattle above 
the 30-month limit which can no 
longer enter the food chain, lb 
dear tins backlog alone, the an- 
imals are to be destroyed at a 
rale of 6,000 a week. 

Dr Strang warned that un- 
certainty surrounded the 
scheme. “Your failure to put this 
programme in place, as you 
agreed to do, undermined your 


position at the council meeting^ 
he told Mr. Hogg. 1 ' ‘ “ 

“It is absolutely vital, both in 
relation to the financial position 
of the farmers and the welfare 
of the animals, that this pro- 
gramme is brought fiifly into op- 
eration as soon as you possibly 
can.” 

After the animals have been 
slaughtered, carcasses wiQ go di- 
rectly to the rendereis who will 
boil and crush the meat down 
to a pulp for incineration or 
landfill burial. However the In- 
tervention Board has admitted 
Tenderers cannot operate at 
the same capacity as the abat- 
toirs and a bottleneck is likely. 
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Slaughter scheme is ‘open to abuse’ 


Allegations that agents acting 
for abattoirs are buying calves 
at auction have sparked fears 
that the £80m Calf Slaughter 
Scheme is being abused as a 
money-making opportunity, 
writes Paul Field. 

The Intervention Board, 
which is overseeing the scheme, 
has admitted documentation 
could be falsified to allow 
slaughter houses to increase 
profits from the cull, con- 
demned tty vets and annual 
welfare campaigners. 

Under the Government plan, 
up to 500,000 new-born male 
calves, which normally would 
have been exported each year 
as port of the veal trade, are be- 
ing destroyed. There has been 


no market for them since 27 
March, when the worldwide 
ban on British beef took effect. 

The Livestock Auctioneers 
Association, representing the 
cattle markets, confirmed that 
abattoirs or their agents had 
been buying calves at auction. 
At Cardigan cattle market in 
Wales, 50 calves were sold to 
agents on Monday, according to 
auctioneers JJ Morris. 

Under the scheme, calves 
are supposed to go directly 
from the farm to the abattoir, 
which is paid £103 per cal£ out 
of which the veterinary service 
and the fanner have to be paid. 
These fees are agreed in ad- 
vance. 

To be eligible for the scheme 


the male calf must be less than 
10 days old and fit to travel - 
vets are being used to approve 
calves for slaughter. But the 79 
authorised abattoirs must give 
the Intervention Board three 
days’ notice of bow many ani- 
mals are to be slaughtered, and 
calves cannot go to auction un- 
til they are seven days old. 

However, an Intervention 
Board source admitted that al- 
though on paper fraud was not 
possible, it could not be ruled 
out “There have been cases of 
calves going to auction and be- 
ing taken to abattoirs for 
slaughter,” she said. “It is dif- 
ficult to see how it can be done 
but there are opportunities for 
fraud if someone is falsifying the 


date of birth either at the point 
of the auction or the farm." 

The Federation of Fresh 
Meal Wholesalers rejected al- 
legations that slaughterhouses 
were exploiting the scheme. 
“We are not enthusiastic about 
the scheme. It is to keep farm- 
ers going who sent their calves 
abroad for veal.” 

Although the National Fann- 
ers’ Union dismissed the sug- 
gestion that producers could 
falsify documents, the British 
Veterinary Association con- 
demned the scheme and urged 
the Ministry of Agriculture to 
oversee the paperwork. “Veri- 
fying records on farms should 
not be the role of local veteri- 
nary inspectors." 


Government steers away 
from major RUC changes 


DAVID MCKITTRICK 

Ireland correspondent 

The Government has steered 
away from any radical initiatives 
in a White Paper, published yes- 
terday, on future policing struc- 
tures for Northern Ireland. 

The paper is designed to 
lead to legislation to clarify the 
occasionally troublesome rela- 
tionship between the three prin- 
cipal bodies involved in policing 
- the Government, the North- 
ern Ireland Police Authority, 
and the RUC itself. 

It concentrates on reform of 
this overall administrative struc- 
ture, and makes no mention of 
issues such as possible changes 
to the RUC and the question of 
whether the force should be 
reduced in size. 

This summer a much more 
important fundamental review 
of the RUC is to be formulat- 
ed by the force itself, together 
with the Government and the 


NIPA. This will address the 
size of the force and its future 
organisation. 

Following the IRA and loy- 
alist ceasefires of late 1994 it was 
widely assumed that the RUC 
might be reduced in size by sev- 
eral thousand officers. 

The collapse of the IRA 
ceasefire has however intro- 
duced much uncertainty as to 
whether any reduction will take 
place. Other reports which are 
also in the pipeline concern 
police complaints procedures 
and emergency legislation. 

The While Paper proposes 
important technical changes in 
the three-way relationship in- 
volving the decision-making 
bodies. One intention is to 
transfer control of the RUC’s 
budget from the NIPA to the 
Chief Constable. 

The Secretary of Stale for 
Northern Ireland, Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, said the intended leg- 
islation would be informed by 


discussions on policing held 
during the political talks which 
arc due to open in Belfast on 10 
June. 

The White Paper proposals 
seem unlikely to improve the 
credibility of the NIPA among 
nationalists. 

The Social Democratic and 
Labour Party and the trade 
union movement have for years 
declined to nominate members 
to it, and its awn authority suf- 
fered another blow last month 
when Sir Patrick sacked its 
chairman, David Cook, and 
another member following 
long-running wrangles among 
its membership. 

The Northern Ireland secu- 
rity minister. Sir John Wheel- 
er, also caused a small stir 
yesterday when he said that is- 
sues such as the RUC’s name, 
uniform and badge were irrel- 
evances. Such questions have 
figured largely in public debates 

an policing. 


Scargill’s 
party to 
fight Blair 

Arthur Scargili announced yes- 
terday that his breakaway So- 
cialist Labour Party would be 
fielding a candidate in Tony 
Blair’s Sedgefieid constituency 
at the next general election. 

Speaking at the formal 
launch of his party, the National 
Union of Mineworkers’ presi- 
dent said this would be one of 
at least seven candidates the 
party would be putting up. 

The SLP contested the 
Hemsworth by-election in Feb- 
ruary. The party's candidate, 
Brenda Nixon, just managed to 
salvage her deposit. 

Outlining SLP policies at the 
Great Northern Hotel in Lon- 
don. Mr Scargili said the party 
was committed to full employ- 
ment, would abolish the monar- 
chy and the House of Lords, 
withdraw from the European 
Union, abolish anti-trade union 
legislation, and restore the NHS 
and social services. 
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Girl’s parents lose 
Marchioness case ; . 

The parents of the Marchioness . 

f leasure boat disaster victim . 

raneesca Dallaglio yesterday . 
failed to win an increase in the 
£34,000 damages awarded last 
year for the loss of their 19-year- 
old ballerina daughter. 

'fheCbmt of Appeal upheld 
Mr Justice Latham's High 
Court Piling that there was no 
secure evidence that Francesca 
would have provided a regular 
income for Vincenzo Dallaglio, 

61, and bis wife Eileen, SS. of 
Barnes, south-west London- 
The couple, whose son 
Lawrence is an England rugby 
player, won the damages against 
the owners of the Marchioness 
and of the dredger Bcwvbelje. 
which ploughed into it on the 
Thames near Southwark Brutes 
on 20 August, 1989, with the lo» 
of 51 lives. - 

Car ring arrests 

Detectives investigating a £ l 
stolen car ring arrested b' L 
men in Lisnaskca, Co rcr- 
managh, after raiding ti'v- 
addresses in the area. They 
recovered around 100 four- 
wheel drive vehicles worth more 
than £1.5m.Tbe men were 
brought back to Charted Street 
police station in Leicester, hour 
men were arrested last monlji 
in raids in Leicester and Bed- 
ford as part of the inquiry and 
charged with conspiracy to nan- j 
die stolen vehicles. ™ 

Animal protest 

Over 1,000 animal lovers lob- 
bied Parliament to change the 
sta tus of animals in Europe, i 
mass lobby organised bv Gj 
passion in World Farmi 
to support the campaif 
all EU countries to tfbeognise ; 
animals as senticn^ bfcings. The f 
campaigners, sofpc of whom', 
had taken pan fin the port, 
protests at (Shore ham and 


still demanding a total ban on 
the export of live cattle. 

Anniversary murder . 

A man was shot dead in Liver- 
pool almost a year to the hour 
after the murder of David Un^i 
initiated a bloody gang war m 
the dty. The victim was gunned 
down in a Tbxteth betting shop 
and died at the scene. Mr Ungi 
was cut down in a hail of auto- 
matic weapon fire after being 
ambushed in his car in Toxteth 
last year. His death wag the cat- 
alyst for a string pf“3t for far- 
shooting incidents, in the city-; 
over the last lA^ntj^ ^ 

Television triumph ^ 

Lynne Builds Woods's series* 
The Lady Killers won four pres- 
tigious awards as the television 
presenter celebrated beating 
cancer herself Builds Wood, 45. 
was named medical broadcast- 
er of the year by the British 
Medical Association, and the se- 
ries also gained three other 
awards. Faulds Wood put the 
project on hold when she found 
she had colonic cancer. On the 
fifth anniversary of her opera- 
tion this year doctors told her 
she had beaten the disease. 

£2m school blaze 

Hundreds of children escaped 
unhurt when a £2ra fire 
wrecked their school. Staff took 
only three minutes to lead die 
664 youngsters to safety after 
two pupils spotted smoke in an 
area used to store go-kartsSoon 
after they were cleared from the 
two-storey building in Run- 
corn, Cheshire, an explosion 
ripped through it. By the time 
firefighters arrived, a third of 
Broofcvale Comprehensive was 
ablaze and beyond saving. 

Hip, hooray 

A 106-year-old woman is the 
oldest person in the world to re- 
ceive a replacement hip. Mrs 
Kay Sharp is recovering from 
the two-hour operation at The 
Lodge old people's home in s* 
Scarborough, Yorkshire, and *" 
can get out of bed- Chris Long. 


said: “There are risks involved 
in any operation but for some- 
one of 106 they will be higher." 

Holy trinity - 

A faded tapestry hanging in a 
church for 250 years is worth 
£250,000, researchers say. The 
3m square tapestry at St An- 
drew's, Presteigne. Powys, of 
Christ on a donkey entering 
Jerusalem, is 500 years old ana 
one of only three in the world. 
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Sounds of music: Good news rings out for Royal Albert Hall concert-goers and fee-paying choir schools 


Director 
to revive 
pomp at 
the Proms 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Correspondent 

The balloons, klaxons and par- 
ty poppers banned from the 
Last Night of Proms are likely 
lo be allowed again under the 
new director’s relaxed regime, 
it emerged yesterday. 

Sir John Drummond, the 
former director, horrified fim- 
lovipg concert-goers when he is- 
sued a clampdown last year on 
■'extraneous" noises during the 
last night of the season at the 
Royal Albert Hafl. But after 10 
years at the helm he has been 
replaced bv Nicholas Kenyon, 
controller of BBC Radio 3, who 
takes a freer view of the subject 

He admitted: “1 don’t thmfc 
people who have been to a high 

proportion of 72 concerts ran 
be stopped from letting their 
hair down. 1 am a. iet joy be un- 
confined’ map myself.’’ 

His broadminded attitude is 
also reflected in the progr amm e 
for this year’s season, the 102nd, 
which runs from 19 July to 14 
September. 

For the first time stars, in- 
cluding Joanna Lumley. Paul 
McCartney and Prunella Scales, 
have been asked to endorse 
their favourite composers and 
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• contains 
xrolaimng then 

Mr Kenyon, who has been 
working on the'schedule for 18 
months, has also pushed the 
boundaries to include jazz and 
Broadway numbers into whal is 
normally a strict diet of classi- 
cal fare. 

In another attempt to hoe in 
those who would not normally 
- think of attending classical mu- 
sic corK^rts, Mr Kfai>cn has ini- 
tiated a “Junior Ptom" with 
£3-a-seat concerts for school- 
children aged six to 14. The 
pieces played wiD be no longer 
than seven minutes long. How- 
ever, Mr Kenyon resisted he had 
made no radical chance to the 
traditions created by Sir John 
Drummond. “It's a new era for 
the Proms, but it’s not in any 
sense a revolution," he said. 

“We hope that the CD will 
draw in audiences who might 
not otherwise have thought the 
Proms were for them.” 

Tins year's Proms pro- 
gramme promises 79 new 
works, inducting 14 premieres. 
Hi ghligh t* will be concerts by 

the Berlin Philharmonic, firica- 

go Symphony Orchestra and 
New York Philharmonic. 

The Last Night, with its tra- 
ditional -rin g in g of “Land of 
Hope and Glory”, wfflte spiced 
up by the London premiere of 
a new work by Foul Ruders: 
Concerto in Pieces, a reworking 
of Puree Q. . 

Sir Georg Solti wiD conduct 
the Chicago Symphony Or- 
chestra for Beethoven’s Choral 
Symphony, and the soprano 
Dawn Upshaw wffl give a late- 
night recital. Most prices have 
been peggednear last year's lev- 
els of£18 for a balcony seat, and 
£2 or £3 to stand. The season 
ticket (standing at every con- 
wfflbe£l30. 



High note: choristers Alex Taytor-Maughan, Harriet Anson and Jonathan Roberts at Wells Cathedral school 
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Labour sings praises of choral education 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

A Labour government would 
co fl thmg to subsidise places in 
Britain's fee-paying choir 
schools. despite its pledge to 
phase oat the assisted places 
scheme. 

John Baxter, chairman of 
the Choir Schools' Associa- 
tion, last mght told its annual 
conference that Labour had 
promised to look at ways of sup- 
porting choristers. 

Mr Baxter said that a series 
of meetings with Labour had 
been encouraging. David Bhm- 


kett, the party’s spokesman on 
education^ had said: “We 
regard choral talent as a special 
need and we are looking for the 
means to meet this using spe- 
cialist facilities which are not 
readily available in the state 
sector.” 

At present, the Government 
spends £110,000 a year to help 
around 30 day and boarding 
pupils who would not otherwise 
be able to afford the fees in 
33 out of the 39 choir schools. 

The scheme is very shnUar to 
the assisted places scheme 
which helps bright pupils with 
fees at other private schools. 


Labour has said that it will 
abolish the scheme but is ex- 
amining {dans to fund children 
with special needs in fee-paying 
schools where no suitable 
facilities are available in state 
schools. 

However, Labour sources 
emphasised yesterday that, 
while it is prepared to support 
choristers, it is not committed 
to funding private school places 
for other talented children. The 
party is looking at ways in which 
local authorities might fund 
more places in fee-paying 
schools. A few choristers already 
receive local authority funding. 


Mr Baxter said: “It has long 
been our desire to guarantee a 
chorister a place at a choir 
school regardless of parental 
means and background. 

“Our own research shows 
that we have some way to go to 
ensure that cathedral choir 
stalls are filled by boys and girls 
from the whole social spec- 
trum.” 

He added: “We would wel- 
come Labour support in achiev- 
ing this ambition, Dut we should 
examine our own activities too." 

An association survey last 
summer showed that around 90 
per cent of choristers come 


from the top two socio-eco- 
nomic groups. Choir schools, 
which are attached to cathe- 
drals, churches and college 
chapels, educate 800 choris- 
ters as well as more than 14,000 
other boys and girls. 

All receive some help to- 
wards fees and some pay noth- 
ing. On average parents pay less 
than half fees. 

A growing number of mem- 
bers offer places to girls. The 
conference will discuss how 
choir schools can recruit more 
pupils from state primary 
schools and from ethnic mi- 
nority groups. 


Tory 
blasts 
Major’s 
plan for 
schools 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

A leading Conservative educa- 
tion adviser has attacked the 
Prune Minister’s plans for a 
grammar school in every town 
as “ill-conceived,” saying they 
will condemn the majority of 
children to being taught in 
secondary moderns. 

Demilri Cory ton. chairman 
of the Conservative Education 
Association, told a conference 
that comprehensive schools had 
proved they could deliver high 
standards. He also attacked 
the Government's slogan on 
education, “Choice and Diver- 
sity,” saying the mo were not 
necessarily compatible. 

The speech to a Church of 
England head teachers’ con- 
ference is bound to anger right- 
wing Conservatives whose case 
for more selection and opting 
out has been fought successfully. 

Mr Guyton attacked the no- 
tion that opting out, selection 
and a range or independently- 
run specialist schools would 
broaden parents’ range of 
choices. Giving choice to one 
group of parents amid be at the 
expense of others, he said. 

Bringing back grammar 
schools would no! give parents 
greater choice of schools but 
would give schools the right to 
choose pupils, he said. 

John Major had been badly 
advised and was out of step with 
the Secretary of State for Edu- 
cation and Employment, Gillian 
Shephard. “Those who argue 
that the Government needs to 
put dear blue water between it 
and Labour by following so 
called "radical'’ policies may 
well find that it is deep blue wa- 
ter in which they sink,” he said. 

”1110 Prune Ministershould 
forget his ill-conceived plan to 
bring back a selective system. 
There is little parental support 
for it and no research evidence 
to justify the upheaval that 
such a policy would entail,'’ he 
told the conference. 

Mrs Shephard was poten- 
tially the most successful Edu- 
cation secretary in half a 
century, he added, and Mr 
Major should “let her get on 
with the job”. 


Long faces at NY art houses 


EDWARD HELMORE 

Hie spring sales of impres- 
sionist and modern art in New 
York bad a mixed opening with 
an evening auction at Christie’s 
in which two of the most ex- 
pensive pieces, a portrait by Pi- 
casso and a still tire by Gauguin, 
failed to selL 

Frfty-eight of the 57 works mi 
offer were sold, 32 above pre- 
sale estimates, raising $76.2m 
(£49.5m), below estimates of 
J77.2m to $104 Jm and well.be- 
nealh last autumn’s evening 
sale total of $107m- 

Despite the shortfall, the art 
world’s high hopes for this 
week's sale of impressionists 
were partially met with strong 
sales of less expensive works 
and, as a whole, prices sig- 
naled the market is holding 
steady. Between Christie’s, 
which is judged to have the 
more important works this year, 
and Sotheby’s, which began its 
sale last ni g hi , there are ewer 700 
works of art on offer. 

The highlight of the 
Christie's evening was Interieur 
d'un Restaurant, an 1887-1888 
painting by Vincent van Gogh 
that had not changed hands 
since 1935, which fetched 



Different strokes: ‘Pope P (left) fry Francis Bacon will be 
shown wftli Its inspiration ‘Portrait of Pope Innocent X 1 
(right) by Velazquez at the National Gallery on 2-19 May 


$10.3m, marginally above esti- 
mates. 

Degas’s Woman in the Tub, 
. described by Christie’s as the 
most important painting by the 
artist to have come up for auc- 
tion since Les Blachiseuses sold 
for 513.5m in 1987, went for 
$5.4m, well below an expected 
hammer price of $7m. Monet's 
Le Palais Contranini took 
$3.85m against an estimate of 
$4m to S6m. 

Tbough bidding on lots 
priced up to $lm were brisk. 


faces in the packed auction 
grew longer as a number of the 
most important works on offer 
failed to sell [at alL Bidding on 
Paul Gauguin’s Nature mane it 
I’Esperance, a comparatively 
dull painting of sunflowers that 
once hung in New York’s Met- 
ropolitan Museum of Art 
reached only $5 million before 
it was withdrawn for failing to 
reach its $10m reserve. 

Pablo Picasso’s 1932 portrait 
of Marie-Therese Waiter, La 
Lecture , was expected to fetch 


between $6m and $8m, but 
failed to meet the required 
minimum; bidding stopped at 
54.8m. Last auctioned in 1989 
for $5Bni, it was judged by many 
to be over-valued. 

Some lots reached above the 
market's expectation, including 
Charing Cm a Bridge & la hau- 
teur du Parliament by Claude 
Monet which fetched 53.9m, 
beating its high estimate of 
53.5m, and a Matisse, Les cit- 
rons au plat d'ilain, which, at 
$3.7m, fetched more t han a mil- 
lion above its hi^h estimate. 

Many of the pictures at auc- 
tion were from the estates of 
two notable private collectors, 
the late Joseph Hazen, a Hol- 
lywood lawyer who first brought 
Elvis Presley to the screen and 
Joanne Tbor Cummings, a New 
York collector who was married 
to the founder of one of Amer- 
ica’s largest food concerns. 

The sales have intensified the 
rivalry between Sotheby’s and 
Christie’s. Sotheby’s has long 
been the larger and but last year 
Christie's moved closer with 
$1.47bn to Sotheby’s $1.67hn. 

The impressionist sales con- 
tinue this week and next week 
both bouses return with con- 
temporary rales. 


RSPB in plea to 
save elusive bird 


a •- 


The Royal Society for the Pro- 
tection of Birds yesterday 
appealed for £300,000 to fund 
Scottish island prpjecK annea 
at saving endangered birds. 

The organisation wants to 
mend the money on the islands 
of Egilsay, in the Orkneys, ana 
Omnsny, in the Inner Hebrides, 


mer-visiting birds could be 

increased. „ 

Because the birds are secre- 
tive, the only means of mea- 
suring population size is by 
counting the number of males 
nut the distinctive rasp- 



two of the last United Kingdra 11 
strongholds of the fast-disap- 
pearing corncrake. 

Once common on farmland, 
the corncrakes have vanished 
from most of the UKlsmce ear- 
ly this century because of chang- 
ing habitat and breeding failure. 

The. species has ceased to 
breed in Northern Ireland, leav- 
the northern and western 
of Scotland as the final 
footholds! 

Thuhtionai fanning methods 
continue on the two Scottish is- 
lands and tire society befieves 
that with careful management, 
small populations of these sum- 


breeding season. 

Seven males were heard call- 

mg on EgHsay Iait yrar aad the 
RSPB plans to buy Onzie&nst 
Rum, covering a quarter of the 
island, in the hope it can more 
than double the number. 

Oronsay bad three c alling 
males last year and the society, 
which aims to lease the island, 
believes that by improving the 
h^ftatthe number could be in- 

cr T^werejurf570caflmg 

aas ssigS 
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Frosties in hot water 
over ad’s sex appeal 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Children's campaigners yester- 
day expressed horror at the 
newftosties interactive adver- 
tisement, which offers kids the 
option to “make out”. 

The Kellogg commercial for 
the breakfast cereal is claimed 
as being die first of its kind in 
the world. It is to bepfloted on 
the Videobon cable m London. 

Aimed at children, the ad- 
vertisement allows them a range 
of on-screen options to decide 
bow action will unfold. 

The option that has raised the 
hackles of chfldren’s workers 
comes when children are pre- 
sented with three choices - 
“eat”, “deep” or “make out". 

If theypress “eat", they are 
shown a Frosties eating shot If 
they press “sleep" they are 
shown someone sleeping. But if 
they press “make out” footage 


of two zebras nuzzling appears 
on the screen. 

Daring an ini tial trial of the 
advertisement, which hits 
100,000 homes in the London 
area for eight weeks from Mon- 
day, kids aged between six and 
12 are said to have shown enor- 
mous enjoyment 

But a spokeswoman for Kid- 
scape, the children’s charity, said 
the reaction at her office was 
one of “shock and horror”, 

“It is not appropriate to use 
sexto sell cornflakes, and thejr 
are foisting this on children, 
she said. 

But Nigel Sheldon, head of 
interactive media at 1 "Walter 
Thompson, the advertising 
agency which pioneered the 
commercial with Kellogg and 
Videotron, said the option was 
not salacious. “The zebras 
aren't mating, they are just two . 
zebras putting their faces to- 
wards each other,” he said. 
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Researchers serve up new recipe for origin of Life on Earth 

>M WILKIE ents in the bhnntnm m th. a tv i _ ... .... .. . . i .i that, in some fora 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

Life on Earth may have begun 
in a primordial pancake rather 
than the traditional primordial 
soup, scientists suggest today. 

More than a century ago, 
Charles Darwin considered that 
life might have started when 
simple molecules linked to- 
gether into more complex ones 
in some “warm little pool". 
Researchers since then have 
been mixing different ingredi- 


ents in the laboratory in the 
hope of reinventing dial pri- 
mordial soup. 

Now British-born Leslie 
Orgel, of the Salk Institute for 
Biological Sciences in San 
Diego, California, and his 
colleagues, claim researchers 
may have been looking in the 
wrong place. The problem with 
the primordial soup is that 
reactions with water tend to 
split molecules off faster than 
they can adhere to the growing 
chain of complexity. 


Instead, Dr Orgel suggests, 
Earth made the transition from 
being lifeless to having the first 
self-replicating entities on the 
surface of rocks, minerals or 
clays, rather than in Darwin’s 
pool. Life began quite literally 
clinging to the surface of our 
planet mid has its roots in day. 

The researchers report in 
today’s issue of the scientific 
journal Nature that they have 
been able to persuade strings of 
nucleic acids - the molecules of 
genetic inheritance - to grow 


better on the surface of clay 
than in watery solution. The 
basic building blocks of proteins, 
the second important dass of 
biological molecules, also 
assemble themselves better on 
mineral surfaces. 

According to Gunter von 
Kriedowski, of the Ruhr-Uni- 
versitSt in Bochum, Germany, 
writing in the same issue, the ex- 
periments show that the com- 
plex molecules of life, known as 
polymers, “were more likely to 
have been baked like pre-blot- 


ic crepes than cooked in a pri- 
mordial soup". Just as “French 
ergpes are prepared by pouring 
liquid dough over a hot stone 
plate, causing it to dehydrate 
and solidify" so the polymers of 
life may have condensed 
together on the surface of 
stones and days - although die 
process would uot have been 
carried out at baking hot tem- 
peratures. 

But Dr von Kriedowski be- 
lieves that some sort of soup 
would still have been necessary. 


if onfy to provide the ingredi- 
ents splashed on to the rods 
and days - a little like the toma- 
to sauce spread on the surface 
of a pizza, perhaps. The pri- 
mordial soup (or sauce) mod- 
el “is thus compatible with a 
surface-mediated origin of life. 
The common message is that 
the earliest forms of life may 
have proliferated by spreading 
on surfaces". 

The details of how life got 
from long chains of nndeic 
add to self-replicating mole- 


cules and then to che even 
greater complexity of angle- 


celled organisms have not yet 
been worked out. But Dr Oigel 
is also one of the leading ad- 
vocates of the idea that before 
the present diversity of life 
evolved, based as it is on DNA. 
there was a shadowy “RNA- 
worid". Life in this world used 
a molecule that is chemically re- 
lated to DNA to carry genetic 
information down the genera- 
tions. But RNA is different in 
two ways. Its most important 


property is that, in some farms 
known as ribozytncs, it can 
splice itself thus promoting its 

own replication— a vital step In 
the development of life. 

RNA is also less stable than 
DNA, so it is unlikely to have 
produced even an organism as 
simple as a bacterium. There- 
fore, had life not switched, 
some 3 billion years ago to 

putting its eggs in the DNA bas- 
ket, the RNA world would nev- 
er have had the richness and 
diversity oflifc on Earth today. 


Government to 
resist calls for 
firearms ban 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affaire Corespondent 

Despite research showing 
strong links between guns and 
high crime rates, the Govern- 
ment appears reluctant to in- 
troduce major changes to gun 
laws in the wake of the Dun- 
blane child killings. 

In its evidence to the inquiry 
into the massacre, the Govern- 
ment indicates it is impossible 
to legislate for a mad gunman 
going on the rampage as 
Thomas Hamilton did in Dun- 
blane last month and as Mar- 
tin Bryant did last week in 
Tasmania. 

The Government rules out 
calls for a total arms ban and 
says that recommendations that 
would-be gun owners undergo 

docto rs^ertifirates have run 
into opposition from the med- 
ical profession. GPs do not 
want to be placed in a position 
of making a “judgement" on a 
patient they hardly know and 
written tests are regarded as a 
meaningless assessment 

But two international studies 
confirm that countries with lax 


gun laws have far higher gun re- 
lated killings - for example fa- 
tal shootings in the US are SO 
times higher than in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom. However, the 
Government says it already has 

some of the tightest gun laws in 
the world, and wants of the im- 
pact on employment and in- 
come from both shooting sports 
and leisure pursued by the 
175,000 people with firearm 
certificates. 

“Criminals do not generally 
licence their guns. An absolute 
ban would make it impossible 
for guns to be held legally, and 
the number held illegally might 
well be expected to increase. 
Some of these might then find 
their way to professional crim- 
inals," it says. 

Ministers, however, appear 
ready to endorse suggestions to 
restrict licensing to only 22 cal- 
ibre pistols, raise the minimum 
age for gun possession from 14 
to 18 or 21 and greater controls 
on the storage of weapons and 
ammunition — perhaps dictating 
that they be held in separate 
locations. 

They are among the 35 sug- 
gestions put forward for con- 
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sideration by Lord Cullen, the 
senior Scottish judge who is to 
head the inquiry. 

But the Government came 
under attack by the former 
Home Office minister, David 
Mellor.wbo said gun laws were 
a matter for parliament, not a 
judge- He told the BBC: “I per- 
sonally think it was a serious er- 
ror for the Home Office to 
queue up in front of Lord 
Cullen to put to him policy pro- 
posals that really axe a matter 
for government to determine. 

Bui the Home Office Minis- 
ter, David Maclean, said the 
Government was anxious to 
guard against “knee-jerk" leg- 
islation. “We’ve also said quite 
clearly that if Lord Cullen had 
any interim f wm mwMwhfiy 
to make on firearms control, we 
would want to get them speed- 
ily and the Government would 
consider them carefully.” 

The last gun law review, fol- 
lowing the Hungerford mas- 
sacre by Michael Ryan in 1988 

- led to the banning of semi- 
automatic rifles. 

Yesterday Lord Cullen con- 
finned that gun law would be 
one of the main planks of his in- 
vestigation, alongside school 
security and the supervision of 
adults working with children. 

In an opening statement, be 
expressed “deepest sympathy" 
to all those affected by foe 
events at Dunblane Primary 
School. 

None of the parents of the 16 
children who died were at yes- 
terday s preliminary bearing. 
But when the public inquiry 
starts on 29 May, they and the 
other injured children will be 
represented by Colin Campbell 

Head teacher Ronald Taylor 
will also be represented al the 
inquiry, as will the local au- 
thorities. the police -who issued 
Hamilton his firearm certificate 

- and the teaching unions. 


SrEPTROUC GEARBOX 
13% MORE RESPONSIVE 




Britain leads way in PC world 


THE NEW BMW 5 SERIES 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 

Britain has the highest propor- 
tion of households with personal 
computers in foe world, it was 
revealed yesterday, as Labour 
and the Government fought to 
champion foe cause of com- 
puters in schools. 

Nearly one in three British 
households now owns a per- 
sonal computer with average us- 
age iumring al 10 hours aweek. 
according to a new report com- 
piled from government figures. 
Almost 45 per cent of homes 
with schoolchildren own a per- 
sonal computer, compared with 
30 per cent in 1990. 

Twenty one per cent of 
households own a computer in 
France, 20 per cent in Germany 
and 18 per cent in Ireland, 
while onfy 15 per cent of house- 
holds own a computer in the 
US, foe report for Olivetti Per- 
sonal Computers reveals. Japan 
is “nowhere near the top ten of 
home computer owners” despite 
its high-tech image. “There is so 
little space in Japanese homes 
that workers would tend to stay 
late at the office rather than bare 
a computer at home," said Don 
Philpott, who compiled the 
Olivetti market report 

The figures emerged as Tbny 
Blair and Robin Squire, Under- 
secretary of Stale for Educa- 
tion, competed to stamp their 


own signature on the high-tech 
future of Britain's schools, 
ing at the Curriculum 
conference at London's 


British Film Institute, both laid 
claim to the brightest vision of 
how to harness the possibilities 
of information technology. 

Mr Blair pledged partner- 
ships with business to revolu- 
tionise children’s learning 
through computer technology. 
He announced an independent 
expert panel, chaired by mil- 
lionaire businessman Dennis 
Stevenson, chairman of foe 
trustees of foe Tate Gallery, to 
prepare plans for action by a 
Labour government on infor- 
mation technology in schools. 

The Labour leader derided 
foe Government for being be- 
hind the times, saying that half 
of computers in primary schools 
and one third in secondary 
schools were more than six 
years old. 

Mr Squire replied that foe 
Government already had part- 
nership with the private sector 
in place and was already testing 
IT projects in schools. He at- 
tacked Labour for “one-off 
gimmick s” and deal s based on 
“political expediency'. 

Labour has offered British 
Tfelecom new commercial op- 
portunities in return for con- 
necting every school to the 
information superhighway. 

Mr Philpott said that al- 
though about 75 million com- 
puters were owned by British 
households, politicians stxD had 
an important role to play in 
bringing computers to schools. 
“It is particularly important for 
areas where fewer families own 


computers, because there is a 
large disparity from area to 
area,” he said. 

Computers were of vital im- 
portance to education, he said. 
“Many parents believe comput- 
ers are capable of providing ed- 
ucational information which 
children are not prepared to see 
elsewhere. Almost one in three 
dnkiren never or hardly ever read 
abook out of school, yet they will 
happily absorb die same infor- 
mation from their computers.” 

A spokesman for Computers 
in Education, an independent 
advisory unit, said: “More fam- 
ilies having computers is a good 
thing for children because it 
gives them greater access. Of 


course, il does depend on what 
they are using them for, but 
even computer games will build 
up keyboard skills. We would 
stiQ argue that more computers 
are necessary in schools be- 
cause, due to economics, some 
families will continue not to 
have access at home." 

Televirion watching has been 
“significantly eroded" by com- 
puter usage, particularly among 
young people, the report re- 
veals. Fewer young people 
watch television at night and 
some spend up to 20 hours a 
week at their computer key- 
boards, mainly for educational 
purposes or playing games. 

Leading article, page 16 


Cantona 
case fan 
waits for 
verdict 


Magistrates took the unusual 
step yesterday of adjourning 
overnight to consider their ver- 
dict in the case of the Crystal 
Palace fan accused of provok- 
ing Eric Cantona’s outburst at 
a Premier League match last 
year. , 

The three-member panel 
adjourned at 1pm after the 
prosecution and defence had 
both completed their cases dur- 
ing the two-day hearing. 

But at 4.10pm the court 
reconvened and Mary Richards, 
chairman of magistrates at 
Croydon, said; “Wc are con- 
sidering the evidence very care- 
fully and there are a number of 
witnesses and witness state- 
ments to consider. 

“We arc unlikely therefore to 
reach a decision today and so 
wc are adjourning to l lam 
tomorrow." 

Matthew Simmons, 21, of 
Thornton Heath, south London, 
denies using threatening words 
and behaviour during the game 
between Manchester United 
and Crystal Palace at Sdhurst 
Park, London, on 25 January 
1995. It is alleged that his be- 
haviour provoked Cantona's 
leap into the terraces where he 
launched a kung-fu kick. 

Mr Simmons was struck in 
the chest tw Cantona’s boots 
and then punched twice by the 
United player who had been 
sent off. Magistrates heard that 
the case against Mr Simmons 
had been weakened by the fail- 
ure of the Crown to caB Can- 
tona as a witness. 

Adam Davis. Mr Simmons’ 
lawyer, told the court lhatafthe 
70 witness statements police had - 
taken fallowing the incident, foe 
prosecution had been able to 
find only three people to give 
evidence that they heard Mr 
Simmons swear at Cantona. 

He said: “All the prosecution 
witnesses are tainted by the 
newspaper coverage of the case. 

“Simmons' character, the in- 
cident itself and paniculaifythe 
making of these witnesses’ state- 
ments, all coincide with strides 
appearing in the newspapers." 


Spelling ‘to come 
before TV soaps’ 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Schools must take care not to 
put too much emphasis on East- 
Enders and computers at the ex- 
pense of basic literacy, Nick 
Tate, the Government’s chief 
adviser on the curriculum win 
tell a conference today. 

Dr TMe says that when 33 per 
cent of young people cannot 
spell the word sincerely and 
more than 40 per cent spell 
apologise wrongly, there are 
more urgent priorities for 
schools than studying the BBC 
1 soap EastEnders, advertising 
and teenage magazines. 

The chief advirer, who win ex- 
plain his views at a British FOm 
Institute conference on educa- 
tion and new media technolo- 
gies, says he is worried that the 
number of sixth-formers study- 
ing media studies will expand 
while the number studying Eng- 
lish Literature declines. 

Dr Thle will suggest that, 
though it is important to know 
how the mass media function. 


it is more important for society 
for young people to study Mil- 
ton than more television pro- 
grammes and magazines. 

The numbers doing GCSE 
and A-level media studies are 
small but growing fast and de- 
gree courses in media studies 
are booming. There is a danger, 
DrThte believes, that media ed- 
ucation and Information Tech- 
nology will be “overdone" 
because it is easier to engage 
young people's attention 
through them than through tra- 
ditional academic subjects. 

Dr Tate, chief executive of the 
School Curriculum and Assess- 
ment Authority, will make dear 
that young people need to study 
the media and new technologies 
so they can become discrimi- 
nating viewers and listeners. 

But there should be no ex- 
pansion of media education 
when problems of baric litera- 
ry have not been solved. A fifth 
of seven-year-olds and a fifth of 
14-year-olds do not reach the 
expected standard in national 
tests in English. 
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Divorce Bill: Couples to be given the option 
of attending marriage guidance counselling 

Ministers move 
to stave off new 
divorce revolt 



Backbench 
beef fury 
boils over 


RATRJCIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 

The Government is attempting 
to buy off a fresh rebellion on 
its controversial ftmDy Law Bill 
by earmarking three months at 
the start of the divorce process 
for couples to attend marriage 
guidance counselling if they 
want it 

But ministers are adamant 
that they will not yield to 
demands from “pro-family" 
Tory rebels and Labour for 
couples to be forced to meet a 
counsellor before filing for a 
no-fault divorce under the Bill. 

A Commons committee 
stage amendment from the 
right-wing former minister Ed- 
ward Leigh - the unofficial 
leader of the rebel Tory MPs - 
calls for a three-month delay be- 
tween attending the counselling 
meeting and presenting a state- 
ment of marital breakdown. 

Mr Leigh's move raises the 
scenario of reluctant or long- 
separated couples, and even vic- 
tims of violence, being obliged 
to go through the motions of 
marriage guidance. It would also 
add a further three months to 
the period for “reflection and 
consideration”, which has 
already been lengthened from- 


12 to 18 months after last 
week's revolt by 165 Tory MPs. 

Paui Boat eng. Labour's legal 
affairs spokesman, heaped 
further pressure on the Gov- 
ernment by threatening to with- 
draw Opposition support at 
the Third Reading unless the 
Government agreed to force 
couples to undergo compulso- 
ry marriage guidance, albeit 
during a two-month gap. 

Labour's stance, in particu- 
lar, has been condemned by 
divorce practitioners as a 
political device to boost its 
standing as champion of the 
family, by a party that ought to 
know better. 

As the BUI now stands, the 
option of marriage guidance, 
along with advice to mediate 
rather than litigate disputes, is 
to be highlighted to couples in 
initial information sessions. 

Westminster sources said the 
compromise being drawn up by 
Jonathan Evans, the junior min- 
ister in the Lord Chancellor's 
Department responsible for the 
Bill, accepted the argument for 
an effective litigation or medi- 
ation-free zone for the follow- 
ing three months. 

The change would give 
spouses more time to decide 
whether to take advantage of 


marriage guidance, rattier than 
immediately pressing on with 
the divorce process, sources 
said. 

But Mr Evans is implacably 
opposed to the idea of 
enforced marriage guidance 
counselling, and hopes to con- 
vince Tbiy MPs that ft would not 
work. Parallel moves are afoot 
to ensure that the three-month 
isolation period is included 
within the 28 months and not 
added oa to iL 

A loyal Tory backbencher is 
expected to promote an 
appropriate amendment at the 
report stage, on the footing 
that the House of Commons las 
airea^ decided an an 18 -month 
cooling-off period, not 21 
months. 

Mr Evans is also responding 
to non-partisan concerns about 
the initial information sessions. 
Group sessions of about eight 
or 10 people at a time have been 
mooted, creating what critics say 
would be a conveyor-belt 
impression. 

In the meantime, Mr Evans 
agreed during a committee 
stage debate yesterday to con- 
sider at the report stage a 
general amendment highlight- 


guidance counselling. 



Chin up: Tony Blair at Labour’s press conference on the last day of campaigning for 
the local elections. He attached the Government for ‘squabbling 1 and described it as 
being In ‘an advanced stage of disintegration 1 Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


MPs back ‘fraudbusting’ Hackney housing chief 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS and 
STEVE BOGGAN 

An all-party committee of MPs 
yesterday came to the aid of 
Bernard Crofton, Hackney’s 
housing director, saying be was 
“a fine public servant" who 
must not be sacked. 

Mr Crofton - who has been 
branded as a liar and crook in 
a secret report into his “fraud- 
busting” operations in the north 


London borough -may find out 
today if he is to be dismissed 
when the report's findings is 
considered by a four-strong 
committee of councillors. 

But Frank Field, the Labour 
chairman of the cross-party 
Commons Social Services Com- 
mittee, said yesterday that it was 
“vital" that Mr Crofton remain 
in post Taxpayers awed him an 
enormous debt for exposing 
the degree of fraud in housing 


and housing benefit, he added. 

Mr Field said he was speak- 
ing with the authority of the foil 
committee which yesterday 
strengthened its endorsement of 
Mr Crofton’s actions as it ap- 
proved a report on benefit fraud 
to be publisned later this month. 
It is expected to call for inves- 
tigations of housing and other 
benefit fraud which it will say 
could be costing taxpayers £2bn, 
in lost housing benefit alone. 


“If he goes down, no-one will 
dare to expose fraud in local 
government again," Mr Field 
sakL The same tactics whidi led 
to Mr Crofton being accused of 
racism, suspended, then cleared 
and finally reinstated after he 
exposed organised fraud in the 
borough were being used 
against him again, Mr Field said. 

“We have the selective leak- 
ing of a report that none of us 
have seen. I suspect the tuning 


is not an accident" Benefit 
fraud included organised crime 
with huge sums of money at 
stake, Mr Field said. 

“In many areas local govern- 
ment officials are frightened of 
speaking out against organised 
fraud, and that is why Mr 
Crofton's position is so crudaL 
If his career is destroyed it w 31 
be difficult if not impossible, to 
get going the universal anti- 
fraud strategy which the com- 


mittee wants to see in Britain.*' 
A report by Ian Maodonald 
OC has concluded that Mr 
Crofton’s claims of recruitment 
fraud among African employees 
at Hackney were without foun- 
dation. He is afco accused of 
dishonestly obtaining re-em- 
pioyment at his £ 70 , 000 salary. by 
falsely quoting Andrew Arden 
QC, a housing law specialist 
whom he claimed told him there 
was a conspiracy to dismiss him. 


, r pory backbench anger at the 
A apparent impotence of the 
Government to persuade its 
European partners to lift the 
ban on British beef boiled over 
in the Commons yesterday. 

Cheers greeted calls for re- 
taliatory action against French 
and German exports and for 
suspending Britain’s contribu- 
tion to the European Union. 
Repeated assertions fay Dougjas 
Hogg, Minister of Agriculture, 
that “persuasion and negotia- 
tion” remained tte bert way for- 
ward were greeted with 
near-derision by his backbench 
critics. 

When Mr Hogg said all MPs 
had an obligation to ask them- 
selves what polities were most 
likely to bring about a speedy 
removal of the ban, Tbuy Mar- 
tow (C, Northampton N) shout- 
ed: “A gunboat" 

Reporting bade on two days 
of negotiations with his fellow 
£U agriculture ministers, Mr 
Hogg won few points with his 
offer that the ban on beef 
by-products tallow, gelatine and 
semen might soon be lifted. 

“Those of us who represent 
beef and dairy constituencies are 
r unning out of patience,” 
Nicholas Winterton (C, Mac- 
clesfield) warned the minister. 
His wife, Ann Winterton (G 
Co ogle ton) seemed to have 
passed that point “Every man 
and woman m this country can 
now see that we in this House 
are not mastets of our destiny," 
she said. The EU was nothing to 
do with fairness and scientific 
fact and everything to do with 

P °with the fiirtcatthfdue to be 
killed today -or “processed" ac- 
cording to Mr Hbgg- under the 
scheme for keeping beast over 
30 months old out of the food 
chain, MPs were concerned 
that the cull might be extend- 
ed simply to restore confidence 
in beef elsewhere in Europe. 

In a burst of xenophobic ex- 
cess during Scottish question 
time, Neil Hamilton, a former 
Tory minister, said Chancellor 
Heorxut Kohl had proposed a “fi- 
nal solution” to the. BSE prob- 
lem involving the “unnecessary 
slaughter* of large parts of the 
British herd. John Townend, 
chairman of the Thatcherite 92 
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whichever is lower. 

Call now. We’re waiting to do a great deal for you. 
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Want Food 
Afl purpose 
soluble plant 
rood 
3.89kg bucket. 
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Growmore 

Multipurpose 

granular 
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0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 



CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND48 
Revised opening hours for Bank Holiday Monday Sam to 6pm. 
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Group ofTbiy MPs, said ihc fish- 

EUpoti^RJid now 
ed on the dairy and beef indus- 
try. He urged Mr Hogg to “tell 
our friends overseas that if the 
ban is not lifted m three to four 
weeks we will take retaliatoty ac- 
tion" 

' Nicholas Budgen (Wolver- 
hampton SW) warned that any 
scheme of compulsory killings 
of healthy cattle in order to re- 
assure European consumers 
would require legislation which 
would be “very unlikely" to 
pass the Commons. 

Mr Hogg must have expect- 
ed a rough ride from the Euro- 
sceptics^ who jeered his lines on 
applying to have the ban set 
aside by the European Court of 
Justice. But he may not have an- 
ticipated the anger of normally 
reliable knights of the shire like 
Peter Emery and Patrick Cor- 


Inside 

Parliament 


:§§l Stephen 
Tjjyi Goodwin 

mack. Sir Peter, MP for Honi- 
ton, said opposition to lifting the 
ban was political and to the com- 
mercial benefit of French, Ger- 
man and Dutch farmers. 

Ik yf"Ps from both sides of the 
lVlCoramons and, more per- 
tinently, from both slopes of the 
Pennines, had earlier joined 
voices to tilt at another popu- 
lar demon - the wind turbines 
on the skylines of their con- 
stituencies. Initialing a short de- 
bate, Nigel Evans (C, Ribble 
VhUey) said wind forms were 
ugly, inefficient and intrusive. 
“We are in danger of industri- 
alising some of our most beau- 
tiful countryside.” 

But Richard Page, a junior in- 
dustry minister, said tf lOper cent 
of energy were produced from 
wind, carbon emtaaons would be 
reduced by 8 million tonnes. 
“That is an immense amount of 
pollutant, and not something that 
can be lightly tossed aside." 
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i TRAFrORD: No omt.jI, > ontrol. but L *.bo:r me. 


Conservative 29; Labour 29; Liberal Democrat 5. Conservatives 
defending 16. Labour 4, Liberal Democrat L 
Labour target for full control after fulfilling pledges in action programne 

after ousting Conservatives last year. Row with Tories over Labour plan to 

consider turning its seven gammar Softool comprehensive ff tftey win 


MACCLtSFlELD: Conservative 


Conservative 33, Labour U, Liberal Democrat 12, Otters 3. 
Conservatives defending 14, Labour 3. Liberal Democ r ats 3, Others 1. 
Conservative seven seat majority could go, leavng councfl In no overall 
control 


ROCHDALE *;• i 1 1 . ■ • i . 1 1 1 • Octroi. nu' iv, Lil> D>‘inv .‘nio lo'i-.v. 


Conservative 11; Labour 26; Liberal Democrat 22; Others 1. 
Conservatives defending 7, Labour 3, Liberal Democrats 9, Others 1. 
Scene of bitter LalxJUf/LIberal Democrat rivalry with Labour anxious for 
control not least to prove it can taka marginal Rochdale from the Liberal 
Democrats' Liz Lynne at general election 


ami 


SHEFFIELD: Labour 


Conservative 4; Labour 58; Ub Dem 25. Labour defending 20, 
Conservatives 4 and Liberal Democrats 6. 

Bound to stay Labour, but Liberal Democrats have been making gains In 
city whose reputation for well- run socialism has tarnished. Tories could 
lose all four seats, turning it into a Conservative-free zone 


SOLIHULL: No overall control, but run by Conservatives-' 


Conservative 21; Labour 14; Lib Dems 10; Others 6. Conservatives 

defending 10, Labour 4, Lb Dems L, Others 2 

Last Tory toehold on power in the metropolitan authorities 

latepoyflr support 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON: No overall control, lib-dem target 


Conservative 12; Labour 12; Ub Dem 15; Others 3. Conservatives 
defending 8, Labour 4. Ub Dems 1, Others L 
Tories could suffer em harassment of council gang Ub Dem after the 
defection of their MP, Alan Howarth, to Labor? 




PETERBOROUGH: No overall control 


Conservative 18; Labour 23; Ub Dem i; Others 5. Conservatives are 
defending 10, Labour 4, Others 3. 

Seat of Brian ktewhinney. Conservative party chairman. A Labour target 
both for its own sake end to demonstrate Labour, would take the 
Parliamentary marginal at a .ganeral erection 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE- Con- 


Conservative 31, Labour 7, Ub Dems 12, Others 3. Conservatives 
defending 12, Labour 2, Ub Dems 3, Others 

John Moor's local councB. May be the only one to sfey blue of the four Tji 
councils being contested this time which the Conservatives control. Sign of 
disasterous night for the Tories if they lose control - 


MILTON KEYNES: No overall control 


Redrawn ward boundaries make seat comparisons Impossible in contest for 
this shadow unitary authority. But Labour wUl study share of vote to see If It '•* 
indicates a Labour gain in the margnal Parliamentary seat 


BASILDON: No overall control. Labour target 


Conservative 14; Labour 16; Ub Dems 12. Fifteen seats being defended, all ; 
but one Conservative. 

Home of Essex man. Key Parliamentary marginal where David Amess, 
sitting Conservative MP has defected to Southend West 


WOKINGHAM: No overall control. Lib Dem target 


Conservative 26; Labour 0; Ub Dem 26; Others 1. Conservatives defending. 
11, Ub Dems 6, Others 1 

Seat of John Redwood, last year's Conserative leadership challenger 


Conservative 23, Labour 22, Ub Dems 7. Conservatives defending 13, 
Labour4. 

Traditional Tory territory which Labour could capture this time after sharp 
gains last year. Includes Banbury with its trig BSE-affected cattle market 

• r?z :s.Ti Ct' 

Labour 
points to 
Tory tax 
‘betrayal’ 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS: No overall control. Lib-Dem target 


Conservative 19, Labour 5, Ub Dems 23. Others 1. Conservatives 
defencBng 15, Liberal Democrats 2 
Once the truest of blue, now Ub Dems hope fer fun control 


BOURNEMOUTH: No overall control. Lib-Dem minority admin 


Conservative 21, Labour 6, Ub Dems 26, Others 4. All seats up for election. 
Best hope for Conservatives - along with Poole and the new Brighton and 
Hove - of proving they've turned the comer after last year's reconi local 
election disaster 


HASTINGS: No overall control 


Conservative 6, Labour 13, Liberal Democrats 13, Others 1. Conservatives 
defending 5, Labour 3, Liberal Demorats 2, Others l. 

Key Laboudliberal Democrat battle in south east where Conservatives 
could lose aH five seats 


Dissident 
backs the 
Lib Dems 


Thp dissident Thry Pater Thum- 

ham yesterday suggested that 
electors should vote liberal 
Democrat in today’s council 
elections if they want to guar- 
antee a referendum on Eu- 
rope. 

The MP for Bolton North 
East, who resigned the Con- 
servative party whip in Febru- 
ary and describes himself as an 
independent, again denied al- 
legations that he is considering 
jo ining Paddy Ashdown's par- 


■/ J , J i i »' i J m i lTiTJWil i |T 


ent benches as an in- 
dependent," he said yesterday. 

But he compounded the 
Conservatives 1 troubles with 
his controversial voting sug- 
gestion, amid fears they are 
heading for a heavy defeat in to- 
day's elections. 

“As local electors go to the 
polls, they should vote for the 
best candidate to deal with 
their local concerns, regard- 
less of perceived national par- 
ty issues," he wrote in his weekly 
column for his local newspaper, 
the Ballon Evening News. “But 
if in doubt, remember that the 
Liberal party is the only party 
fully committed to both a ref- 
erendum and Lo proportional 
representation which gives a 
fairer voice to minority parties." 



NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

The local election campaign 
closed yesterday with angry 
exchanges over lax as Tony 
Blair said Labour would make 
gains over a Government being 
punished for its “betrayals of the 
people" and as Kenneth Clarice, 
the Chancellor, insisted that the 
Conservatives remained “the 
only party of low taxation". 

Mr Blair claimed the Gov- 
ernment was now “in an ad- 
vanced stage of disintegration" 
with its splits over Europe and 
divisions over the leadership as 
he highlighted the "betrayal" 
represented by 22 tax increas- 
es after John Major's election 
promise of year-on-year tax 
cuts. 

He quoted the Prime Minis- 
ter at the Conservative local 
government conference in 1992 
as having said: “If you were 
inventing a policy to destroy 
confidence, where would you 
start? You'd start with higher 
taxes." Confidence had indeed 
been destroyed, Mr Blair said. 

But John Major insisted that 
raising taxes, whether on indi- 
viduals, company cars or child 
benefit, remained “Labour's 
hidden agenda". And Mr 
Clarke said that Gordon Brown, 
the shadow Chancellor, with his 
pledges of low taxes and spend- 
ing was "looking an increasingly 
lonely figure in the Labour 
movement" after Clare Short's 
comments on tax and Robin 
Cook's remarks on Labour's 
values. 

Mr Brown, he said, was at- 
tempting (o convince business 
that Labour could run the econ- 
omy better than the Tories. 
“He doesn't convince me, and 
he doesn’t convince them". 

Labour attempted lo play 
down the scale of its likely 
gains as the Liberal Democrats 
predicted only modest gains of 
5(1 to 100 seats. But Michael 
Hcscltinc. the Deputy Prime 
Minister, appeared to admit that 
a poor result was in view for the 
Conservatives when he said 
that while “the feeling of con- 
fidence is flowing through" 
from this year’s tax cuts, falling 
interest rates and lower unem- 
ployment. these “may nol^ co- 
incide with local elections". 

Some 3.000 council seats are 
being contested in today's local 
elections, which exclude Scot- 
land. Whies and London. The 
Conservatives arc defending 
just over 1.150 scats. Labour just 
under 1.200 and the Liberal 
Democrats almost 450, 





Local elections 

1996 


The limited nature of the 
contest - a third of the seats in 
100 English districts, a third in 
the 36 metropolitan authorities, 
and all-out contests for 13 new 
“shadow" unitary authorities - 
means relatively few councils 
are likely to change controL 

The parties will assess success 1 
and failure on three measures 

- share of the vote, seats won 
and lost, and council control 
changing hands. 

If foe Conservatives lose few- 
er than 350 scats they will have 
improved dramatically over 
their disastrous showing last 
year. Up to 500, they will have 
some limited cause for comfort 

- a performance better than last 
year's but still well behind 
Labour. Losses of more than 
600 would first approach and 
then pass last year's low water 
mark. An thing above :700 would 
be a calamity -and likety to re- 
open foe question of Jonn Ma- 
jor's leadership. 

For Labour, gains of fewer 
than 300 would represent a 
marked fall on last year's per- 
formance while more than 500 
would match their achievement 
last year. 

The Liberal Democrats hope 
for at least 100 gains, and any- 
thing above 150 would show 
their vote was outstripping their 
opinion poll standing. 

In terms of councils, a disas- 
trous Conservative perfor- 
mance could see them lose all 
four that foey control in foe 
cuncm contest, plus Solihull, 
the one they run on minority 
control. A good Labour per- 
formance could see them take 
a dozen councils from no over- 
all control, a figure the Liber- 
al Democrats could match if 
they do wel The Conservatives’ 
best hope of a gain is 
Bournemouth, which was last 
fought last year and where a 5 
per cent swing could put them 
back in power at the Liberal 
Democrats' expense. 












Waimanu 

New Zealand Crisp 
Dry White 75d 

£3.49 



Chateau du Ragon 
Bordeaux 75d 

£3.49 




Chablis 1* Cru 
Fourchaumes 50cl 

£4.99 


5% OFF 6 BOTTLES OR MORE OF WINE 
AT £2.99 OR OVER. 

On mixed cases of table wine (excluding 
fortified wines & Mont&a and 6 for the price of S 
on spedal May Wine Mr cases). 
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news 


Britain sets sail with an old naval foe 


JOHN LICHFIELD and 
CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Ending centuries of bitter ri- 
valiy. the Royal Navy and the 
French Marine Nationale are 
moving towards the kind of 
formal partnership which al- 
ready exists between the air 
forces of the two nations. 

A “letter of intent'' on 
Fra ncx> British naval co-opera- 
tion was signed earlier this 
month by the First Sea Lor«l 
Admiral Jock Slater, and his 
French opposite number. A 
detailed agreement may be 
signed by defence ministers in 
early June. 

In Britain, the agreement 
will be seen as an amicable con- 
clusion to a tradition of mar- 


itime conflict going hack to the 
Battle of Trafalgar in 1805 and 
beyond. In France, it will be 
seen as an attempt to efface the 
memory of the Royal Navy’s de- 
struction of the French Qcet at 
anchor at Mers-el-Kebirin 1940 
to prevent ■‘friendly” warships 
falling into German hands. 


The naval initiative - sug- 
gested by Britain - follows the 
creation last year of the Franco- 
British Air Group which co- 
ordinates joint operations such 
as airlifts to trouble-spots. Giv- 
en the long history of French 
and British maritime rivalry, a 
naval agreement may have far 


greater psychological and pol- 
itical impact. 

President Jacques Chirac 
arrives in Britain on 14 May on 
the first French state visit for 12 
years, but the naval discussions 
are not expected to warrant 
more than a passing mention. 
However, a ministerial ann- 


ouncement is expected soon 
afterwards. 

Ministry of Defence sources 
say they do not see the move as 
a “first step" towards a Franco- 
British or European naval force, 
but the arrangement fits into a 
pattern of increasingly formal 
links between European aimed 


forces, which could ultimately 
mesh with political moves to- 
wards a European defence arm 

within the Nato alliance. 

The Royal Navy has well- 
defined procedures for operat- 
ing with the German and Dutch 
navies, but relations with the 
French are less well-developed 


RAF to make final flight from Germany in 2002 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

The Royal Air Force is to leave 
its last base in Germany in 
2002, after 57 years, according 
to the defence White Paper 
published yesterday. 


The announcement that the 
last four squadrons of Tornado 
GRI bombers will withdraw 
from RAF Bruggen brings to an 
end an era during which, for 
much of the lime, Britain main- 
tained a large air force on the 
Continent- The main reason for 


the withdrawal is the disap- 
pearance of a direct threat 
from the EasL although the 
White Paper stresses that the 
“pace and progress of military, 
political and economic reforms 
in Russia continue to be signif- 
icant factors in our defence 


planning". Following the end of 
the Cold War. the RAF closed 
two of its four German bases - 
Wildcnroth and Gutoskih. The 
d ecisi on to dose the third base, 
Laarbruch in 1999. has already 
been announced. 

Mr PrirtllJo said yesterday the 


decision was subject to consul- 
tation with Nato allies. Asked 
about the 25,000 Army troops 
in Germany, he said: “There are 
no plans (o change that-” 

CM 3223 Statement on the De- 
fence Estimates 1996, HMSO, 
London, May 1996, £13.00 


because France has not been 
part of Mato’s integrated mili- 
tary structure for 30 years. 
France is considering rejoining 
Nato military operations, but 
only if the alliance develops an 
“identifiable and operational" 
European wing. 

Apart from the air unit and 
naval plans, Anglo-French mil- 
itary co-opcration is thriving in 
a number of 3reas - despite the 
anti-European rhetoric of the 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
Michael Portillo. An Anglo- 
French nuclear committee is 
said to meet regularly and to 
have made considerable pro- 
gress since President Chirac 
came to power last May, al- 
though both sides are secretive 
about the committee's agenda. 


Family Credit 
‘little use to 
unemployed’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Family Credit, the Govern- 
ment’s flagship benefit for those 
in low paid work, does a far bet- 
ter job of protecting people al- 
ready in work than getting the 
unemployed back to work, new 
research showed yesterday. 

The finding challenges the as- 
sumption behind plans of both 
Labour and the Conservatives 
to boost in-work benefits in or- 
der to gel the jobless back to 
work. Fhmify Credit seems to be 
acting as a safety net for those 
who are already working rather 
than as an incentive for the un- 
employed to take work. 

The study, funded by the 
Department of Social Security, 
examined the work histories of 
1,000 families leaving Family 
Credit in September 1993. 

It showed that only 10 per cent 
had started to daim on entering 
a new job. Most had been in 
work for a long time, using the 
benefit to stay working when 
their income fell or when one 
partner became unemployed. 


An even smaller proportion - 2 
per cent - successfully used 
Family Credit to leave Income 
Support and earn enough to 
work their way out of Family 
CrediL 

Alex Bryson, the Policy Stud- 
ies Institute researcher who 
carried out the study, said: “It 
shows there is no certainty that 
offering an in-work benefit is go- 
ing to act as a serious incentive 
for people to move into low paid 
work from unemployment" 

Other barriers, such as the 
uncertainty of taking low paid 
work when on the dole, may 
need to be addressed. 

Around 600,000 couples and 
lone parents now claim Family 
Credit and the Government is 
about to pilot an extension of 
the benefit to single people 
through a new Earnings Top-up. 

The benefit does a good job 
of keeping* low-paid families in 
work “tiding them over until 
things get better", the study con- 
cludes. But it works better for 
couples than lone parents, many 
of whom end up unemployed 
again. 



Drain journey: The explorer, Sfr Ranulph Fiennes, walking through Fleet sewer in central London yesterday to launch National Water Month. Sir 
Ranulph will also embark on a month-long ‘great water journey* that will take him in and out of sewers around Britain Photograph: Philip Meech 


MP ‘used 
case as 
political 
platform’ 

MICHAEL STREETER 

A Conservative MP was using 
a court case as a “political plat- 
form" against Thuy Blair’s press 
secretary, the High Court heard 
yesterday. • ’ 

Charles Grav QC, for. the 
defence, said ’the malicious 
falsehood suit brought by 
Rupert Allason against Alastair 
Campbell and Mirror Group 
Newspapers had attracted wide- 
spread media publicity involv- 
ing the senior Labour Party aide 
and his leader. 

He said: “Mr Allason. has 
used the case as a political 
platform ... protected by judi- 
cial proceedings to make alle- 
gations that he must have 
known and intended to grab the 
headlines." 

These included headlines, 
such as "Blair's punch-up aide 
is accused of half-truths", which 
were "wholly obscure" in rela- 
tion to the issues of the case. 

Mr Allason, the MP for Tor- 
bay, is suing Mr Campbell, for- 
mer Daily Minor political editor. 
Mirror Group Newspapers and 
another former Afiror journal- 
ist over an article in the Minor 
on 20 November, 1992, claim- 
ing that 5U Labour MPs had 
signed a Commons morion at- 
tacking the Tory MP. 

The MP says the Early Day 
Motion, which urged him to 
donate some of his substantial 
libel damages from MGN to 
struggling Maxwell pensioners, 
had only attracted seven names 
and was false, malicious and had 
cost him a $100,000 book deal. 

Mr Gray said suggestions 
Mr Campbell had written the 
motion were “conjured up out 
of thin air". Another Mirror po- 
litical journalist, David Brad- 
shaw, had admitted conceiving 
the idea of the EDM. and had 
written a “minor, very short item 
on an inside" page which Mr 
Campbell had not even read. 

The evidence showed “over- 
whelmingly" there was no mal- 
ice in the story, and Mr Allason 
had not lust financially as a 
result. The judge. Sir Maurice 
Drake, wiD give his verdict today. 
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OUR MAJOR SERVICE INCLUDES: 

•, aff filter, spark plugs, contact breaker points and condense! (where 


appropriate). I Steering, suspension and braking systems checked. ■ Over 40 after checks 
and inspections carried out by highly trained technicians - using state of the art tooFmg. 


DIESELS AND CATS WELCOME 

■ Specially trained Diesel and CAT technicians at all Garages 

■ Massive new investment in latest and most sophisticated 
equipment 



EXCELLENT VALUE 



WHENYOti NEETfttS 



145x13 SR was £18.99 now £17.99 SAVEE1 

SA¥E£l 

185/70x14 SR WAS £32.99 HOW £29.99 SAVE £3 
13&12SP&SK WAS£263S Wf £24,9^ SAVEff 

UP 3 VZHP # 1 #W» I ” 

145x12 SP6 SR was £33.99 WHf £28.99 SAVE £5 



WHEN Y0 


NORMAL OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Friday 8am-6.30pm Saturday 8am - 6pm Sunday 9am - 6pm 


HALFSRDS 


GARAGE SERVICING 


MH v . ymm MM y^gy SAVE £2 
155*13 TR WAS £41.99 HOW £39.99 SAVE £2 

SAVE £3 

165x13 TR WAS £46.99 NOW £43.99 SAVE £3 
; wfts 'Etejw ; jbw: £§1? SAVE £5 

195/60x14 HR WAS £75.99 NOW £72.99 SAVE £3 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

An additional charge will be made for new valves and wheel balancing. 


HOW TO FIND US 

Just phone 0345 361 361 for details of your nearest Halfords Garage. 


Lii£ $7Ws does nrt affect your statutory rights. Private vehictes only. M ^ieakers and aerials are not induded in this offer. ‘Opening times and may wuy. Offers sut^ocf to avaiiabiffly. Halfonfe reserve the rigW to after services offeree!. Haflortfs Umitecf. idtnteld Street Drive. VfesMotd West Redditeh. Worcestaishire MB 


I COUNTY 


POST CODE 


• -Wuuawe Mb cranimrflt Ire pi £Q.W wjwmJ II mu foi" &T Dir *« DnIm. Cjr> rr£lMci«l j 
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acceptance anil surgery 
“It was like coming home, 
she said. “When I realised that 
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news 



Britain’s film industry is 
shrinking. When the worid*s 
cinematic glitterati jet into 
Cannes for this year’s film 
festival they mil head for 
the prestigious conference 
hall. But behind the scenes, 
a humble converted caravan 
will be flying the Union Flag, 
writes James Cusick. 


Billed as “The smallest 
cinema in the world”, the 
finishing touches to the mo- 
bile movie house are taking 
place m Battersea, London 
(right). After taking It to 
Cannes, Richard Kflgamff 
and Emma Dugdal Moore 
(left) wifl move onto the 
Edinburgh FBm Festival, then 


Task force 
on drugs 
urges new 
approach 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


The cost to the taxpayer of 
drag-related crime could be 
dramatically reduced by in- 
vesting in treatment services for 
addicts, according to a govern- 
ment-commissioned report 
published yesterday. 

A survey of more than 1,100 
addicts^ ows thalinttotiuee 
months before they started 
treatment they committed 
Ground 70,000 crimes, mainly 
theft, which, it is estimated, 
would cost society £34m over 

two years —far greater than the 
cost of treatment 

The addicts in the survey 
were largely heroin users, av- 
erage age 29, and had used the 
drag for an average of nine 
years. They had “an extensive 
treatment history”. Despite this, . 
the task force wh ich ha s con- 
ducted the most comprehensive 
review of treatment services for 
drug users in E n gland to dale, 
said there is no doubt that treat- 
ment works, although progress 
is slcfw* 

The Rev John Folkingbome, 
who chaired the task force, 
said yesterday: “Drug misuse is 
a complex and diverse issue, it 
■ caus es immense harm to indi- 
viduals and society. Our review 
•clearly shows that treatment 
works in reducing that harm, it 
also makes clear that there an- 
no ‘magic bullets, and that 
treatment must be matched to 
the needs of individuals. 

‘A key f j Hduig is tbatto be el- 
fective, treatment must em- 
brace care in the widest sense. 

This might include addressing 
housing needs, child-care issues, 
retraining for employment, and 
general rapport" Syringe ex- 
changes, and the prescribing of 
substitute drugs help mmimise 

harm and need to be at the cen- 
tre of the overall approach to 
treatment, he added. 

The task force is calling for 
renewed efforts to reach users 


not in touch with the services, 
and “better use” of those con- 
tacts to influence, behaviour. 

It says a local, co-ordinated 
approach is needed, and health, 
purchasers and providers 
should be more flexible over 
treatment programmes. There 
is no single preferred form of 
treatment for users, and the 
benefits of methadone reduc- 
tion piograBBaes,or^metha- 

dt^ maintenance programmes,, 
residential rehabilitation pro- 
jects and specialist in-patient 
drug dependency units are bigh- 
Hgb ted m the report. It recom- 
mends that the opportunities 

presented in prison to treat ad- 
dicts must not be ignored. 

No contact oppartarily should 
be missed. Dr FWkmgbame said, 
calling for health chocks to be of- 
fered at needle exc han ges and 
other first paints of contad; and 
hepatitis B vaccinations to be 
mere widely available. Ccran- 
and support services 


ave you ever 

wondered 


whether your 


subsidiary, components of treat- 
ment, he added. Pu rmgt hrir in- 


27 treatment centres m nine ar- 
eas, took evidence from 114 in- 
dividuals or organisations, and 
commissioned eight reviews by 

. •• ■ . onthnrHiM 


. It also commissioned a pro- 
gramme of new research - the 
National Treatment Outcome 
Research Study-which tracked 
1,100 addicts over 18 months 
and their responses to different 
forms of treatment ... 

Announcing an additional 
£6m for services for young peo- 
nje and methadone pro- 
grammes, the Health Minister, 
John Bowis, said the Depart- 
ment of Health would study the 
report’s 80 recommendations - 
and would draw up guidance lor 
health and local authorities. 

■ The Task Force to Review 
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HATTY POEM 

The California of the Mind 

By Fran Landesman 

You Ye never been to California 
But if you ever go there you will find 

Viere ready is no OaMy*®* 

Like the California of the mind 

Stay home and let no ‘there’ there 

The local beauties w 
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The fads and follies ffoor vou 

The price of dreaming wmM^npvl ■ 

On MaVbu shore it's no Jim an) 

You won't find sBtrdust on those ’ 

In the GiMfomiaaftite mind 

- ~~ - # the 195U6 and 496fte, 

Fran L andesman was a “Beal" Ginsberg and Burroughs 

Sebetweenc 

allied with come# 


, ” allied with comep^ 

mysticism; a d^dfcm-jforbouigwis va JJ , /Hftne 0 f'my heroes 
Jdb^gspoatoK- wnwnd°“ 

acror^-M^ W^)_su^equ^t^ Bette 


success as a 
Midler and 


money 
could be 
working harder 

for you? 


“No, 

we’re with 
the 

Woolwich ” 

Nobody can afford to be com- 
placent about their savings and 
investments. Which is why millions 
of people save with the Woolwich. 

Our extensive range of products 
includes Instant Access and Notice 
Accounts with tiered rates of 
interest, opportunities for Tax Free 
Savings such as TESSA’S and PEP’s as 
well as an interest paying Current 
Account. To find out about the right 
account for you visit your local 
branch and ask one of our friendly 
staff for details. 

Millions of savers have earned 
billions of pounds in interest with 
the Woolwich. Shouldn’t you be 
with them? 

Make sure that you don’t lose 
out. 

http://www.woolwich.co.uk/woolwich 

It’s good to be with the 

WOOLWICH 

BUILDING SOCIETY 
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France back at Mid-East top table 


MARY DEJEV5KY 

Pans 

After a difficult two weeks in 
French- Israeli relations, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister. Shimon 
Peres, yesterday said there was 
“no contradiction" between 
French and Israeli policies and 
Israel was prepared to help 
with reconstruction in Lebanon. 
He alM.i reiterated that Israel 
had no "territorial or political 
ambitions in Lebanon”. Mr 
Pc res w as speaking after lunch- 
ing with President Jacques 
Chirac at the Elysee during a 
stopover in Paris'. 


Allhough it had been long 

planned, the encounter sig- 
nalled the intention to mend 
fences and amounted also to 
mutual recognition that France 
had won a foothold, however 
small, in the US-dominated 
Middle East peace process. 

in another move that may- 
haw been designed to improve 
France's image in Israel. Mr 
Peres said France recently 
broke up a group, linked to the 
Iranian-sponsored Hizbullah 
organisation, dial was planning 
attacks on Israeli targets in 
Paris. Neither Israeli nor French 
officials would confirm this or 


US rolls out 
red carpet 
for Arafat 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Not long ago reviled os a ter- 
rorist. Yasser Arafat yesterday 
came to the Oval Office as a na- 
tional leader in his own right- 
pledging to stick to his agree- 
ments wifh Israel, and pleading 
for more US and international 
aid for the Palestinian people. 

He has been to Washington 
three times since his hand- 
shake of peace with Yitzhak Ra- 
bin at the While House in 1993, 
but never before by himself. Pre- 
vious meetings here with Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton were 
essentially ceremonial. Bui this 
onc-hour. one-on-one business 
session with Mr Clinton meant 
more - a symbol of how the 
Palestinian leader is now u 
“routine" protagonist in US 
diplomacy in the Middle East. 

His itinerary was (hat of any 
head of government. On Tues- 
day he also briefly met the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister. Shimon 
Peres, to prepare this month's 
final round of negotiations to 
define Palestinian statehood in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Minutes after he stepped out 
of a limousine, in military uni- 
form and wearing his black-and- 
white keffhvh. Mr .Arafat was 
publicly praised by Mr Clinton 
for pushing through the Pales- 
tinian National Council the de- 
cision to scrap the PLO's l%4 
covenant demanding the de- 
struction of the stale of Israel. 

“Under difficult circum- 
stances. he kept that commit' 
menu" Mr Clinton said, a 
reference to recent fighting be- 
tween Israel and Hizbullah in 
southern Lebanon, in which 
hundreds of civilians died un- 
der Israeli bombardment and 
which at one point threatened 
to overturn the entire Middle 
East peace process. 

Although his dealings with 
the President cannot aspire to 
match the mutual-admiration 


society Mr Clinton and Mr 
Peres arc conducting in an elec- 
tion year for both of them. Mr 
Arafat's standing at the While 
House puts him in a strong po- 
sition to demand that the L^S 
and its allies deliver on pledges 
of aid for the Palestinian state. 

In an emotional speech to a 
Middle East economic confer- 
ence on Tuesday, he said Pales- 
tine had reached “the red line 
of starvation'. His people 
would respect their commit- 
ments to Israel "hut can the 
.American people live beside an- 
other nation facing starvation’- - 

US officials say Washington 
has come up with $175m 
l£llbm) of the S500ni it 
promised to (he Palestinian 
Authority to build infrastructure 
in the regions now under par- 
tial self-rule. Bui Mr Arafat said 
only $27m of a total Sl.Jbn 
promised by all countries had 
been forthcoming. Without tan- 
gible material benefit from the 
deals with Israel, support for the 
peace process might wither. 

indeed, after Israel closed its 
borders with the West Bank and 
Gaza following recent suicide 
bombings, severing thousands of 
Palestinians from their jobs in 
Israel, ordinary Palestinians are 
worse off than before the peace 
accords were signed. 

■ Brussels - An Iranian ship 
that docked recently in Belgium 
carried arms which could have 
been used in a lerrorist attack 
in Germany, according to the 
Antwerp public prosecutor’s 
office. Reuter reports. 

Initially police described the 
14 March find on board the Iran 
KoUahdooz as explosives but a 
closer investigation showed 
them to be a mortar bomb and 
launcher. They were destined 
for Munich, where police light- 
ened security at Israeli premis- 
es and other possible targets 
after Antwerp customs officers 
found the "explosives" during 
3 routine inspection of cargo. 


give details. LtatiJ that disclosure 
on Monday, recent exchanges 
had been cool. Israeli ministers 
were less than accommodating 
to Mr Chirac's special envoy and 
Foreign Minister. Herve de 
Charctie. during his 12-day 
Middle East shuttle. 

On arrival in Tel Aviv, he was 
told it was "too early" for a 
peace mission: as he arrived for 
u second attempt, officials said 
there were too many people in- 
volved in too many initiatives. 

Mr Chirac’s visit to Lebanon 
last month, when he had culled 
for a “free and independent 
Lebanon", the strength of 


French eon dem nation of Is- 
raeli action in southern 
Lebanon, including the shelling 
of Qana. and the speed with 
which Mr Chirac sent Mr de 
Charctie to Lebanon in a peace 
initiative - later scaled down to 
a “goodwill mission” - all pre- 
disposed Israel lo regard France 
as ill-equipped to play the role 
of honest broker. 

Now that France has a place 
alongside Syria, Lchanon and 
the US in*thc “surveillance 
group” set up to guarantee the 
ceasefire in southern Lebanon, 
both have an interest in restor- 
ing some civility. France was 


also gratified by the response of 
Lebanon, whose President. 
Elias Hrawi. stopped in ftiris on 
Tuesday and paid tribute to 
France's role and to Mr Chirac 
in particular for his ‘ courageous 
initiative”. 

The visits by Mr Hrawi and 
Mr Peres on successive days and 
within less than a week of the 
truce agreement allowed offi- 
cials and commentators lo 
speak of a return of France to 
Middle East diplomacy , w here 
it regards its lies with Lebanon 
and its channels lo Syria - and 
lo a lesser extent Iran and Iraq 
- as unique assets. 


While France conceded that 
US mediation was always going 
to be essential to any mire deal 
Mr de Charette insisted on his 
return that **50 per cent of the 
text of the ceasefire agreement 
derived from ideas set out by 
France from the beginning". 

This, however, is not the of- 
ficial US view, or at least not the 
view being presented for do- 
mestic pre-election consump- 
tion in Washington. 

On Tuesday the US Slate De- 
partment spokesman. Nicholas 
Bums, rebutted France's claim 
of an ‘'SO-per-cent" contribu- 
tion. “It is perfectly clear to all 


those who travelled with the 
Secretary of State," he said, 
“that the great success of the 
ceasefire accord is largely due 
to the American initiative. The 
text of the negotiation docu- 
ment was drawn from an Amer- 
ican draft: the ideas were 
American ideas.” 

Officials in Paris and Wash- 
ington have denied reports of 
friction between Mr de 
Charette and the Secretary of 
Slate, Whrren Christopher, dur- 
ing their peace missions, in- 
sisting that they were in close 
contact throughout and effec- 
tively working together. 


Moments from execution, a killer’s final cry for his son 



Face of death: Liao Yongxiong, convicted of killing four people in a bank robbery, shouts to relatives to look after his young son after he was 
sentenced to die in front of 4,700 people in a stadium in Zhongshal, China. He was immediately taken away and shot Photograph: Dickson Lee 


Chinese document reveals Hong Kong riot fears 


Hong Kong [ Reuter) — A mag- 
azine yesterday said it had 
obtained a leaked internal doc- 
ument prepared for the Peking 
leadership predicting violent 
riots could erupt in the territo- 
ry upon its hand-over lo China 
next year. 

The independent Chinese- 
language monthly Cheng Ming 
quoted the document as saying 
that rioting stirred up by Taiwan 
and US interests seeking to 


embarrass Peking may rock 
Hong Kang after it is handed 
back to China at midnight oo 
30 June 1997. 

“In the early days of the 
[post- 1997] government, under 
the guidance of US anti-CWnese 
interests and with the support 
of Taiwan authorities, violent 
and armed riots could occur in 
Hong Kong,” the magazine 
quoted the document as saying. 

Cheng Ming said the docu- 


ment was prepared by Peking’s 
Hong Kong and Macau Affaire 
Office, the department re- 
nsible for the transition of 
British colony to Chinese 
rule. It added that the document 
predicted foreign investment in 
Hong Kong could drop by 20 to 
SO percent during the transition 
period, driving many Hong 
Kong professionals to emigrate 
and civil servants to take early 
retirement. 


The projected collapse in 
investment and potential for 
violence are separate topics in 
the document The investment 
decline could begin in the last 
quarter this vear and stretch into 
1998. 

The document predicted 
Britain would continue to play 
its “democracy card" and "pub- 
lic opinion card" after the hand- 
over, with the aim of retaining 
influence in the community of 


6 million people, the magazine 
said. It said the analysis pre- 
dicted an increasing number of 
western, anti-Chinese organi- 
sations would set up in Hong 
Kong. 

The colonial administration 
had deliberately liberalised 
Hong Kong laws to lei inter- 
national anti-Chinese, anti- 
communist organisations legally 
operate and interfere in the ter- 
ritoiy's affairs after 1997. 



Clinton 
driven 
to oil 
sell-off 

RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

He may be riding sky-high in the 
polls, with his demoralised 
Republican opponents nowhere 
to be seen. But there is one risk 
President Bill Clinton dare no« 
lake in an election year - io 
interfere with the God-given 
rigjit °f Americans to drive big 
ears powered by the cheapest 
petrol on earth. 

Hence this week's unusual 
decision: to sell 12 million bar- 
rels from the US strategic 
petroleum reserve. The amount 
may be a drop in ihe ocean of 
US oil consumption but the ges- 
ture is intended lo signal the 
deepest White House concern 
at the recent rise in the cost of 
petrol, which has driven up 
pump prices by more than 20 
per cent in many stales. 

The increase will hardly bring 
tears to the rest of the world’s 
eyes. In Washington DC, tor 
instance, ordinary grade petrol 
still only costs 51-2*9 ( 84p) a gal- 
lon. and even in California, 
where special factors have 
pushed up the price of premi- 
um grade to some $2 (£1.33). 
that is stiU a fraction of the £2.65 
($4) paid in England for the 
admittedly slightly larger im- 
perial gallon - not to mention 
§4.50 in Sweden and almost 
£5 in Italy. 

That, however, overlooks the 
politics of the matter. In the 
land where the car is an object 
af veneration only outstripped 
by the Almighty, the peak 
summer driving season is fast 
approaching when Americans 
will feel the pain directly in their 
pockets. More important still. 
California - where complaints 
are fiercest - also happens to 
carry 54 electoral college voles, 
a fifth of the total needed to win 
the presidential contest this 
November. 

President Clinton therefore 
cannot stand idly by. especial- 
ly when he raised petrol prices 
hy 4.3 cents a gallon in his 1993 
deficit reduction package, which 
every Republican in Congress 
voted against. Scrambling for 
means of reducing the Presi- 
dent's lead io the polls ^an un- 
precedented 5S per cent to 37 
per cent in the latest USA To- 
dqy/CNN poll). Senator Bob 
Dole, the presumptive Repub- 
lican nominee, has demanded 
Congress scrap the tax increase. 
An uneasy While House has 
opted to sell oil from the strate- 
gic reserve instead. 

In fact, industry experts point 
out. the move will haw virtually 
no practical effect. The amount 
involved is less than n single day 
of US refinery consumption, 
while after the lifting of speed 
restrictions last year. Americans 
are driving faster, with the fash- 
ion now for jeeps and utility ve- 
hicles - "gus-guzzlers” which get 
15 miles or less per gallon. 


This week in 



This week and 
every week, 

Section Two has a 
new look, with more 
pages, new features, 
a daily radio column 
and an expanded 
listings section 
providing Britain’s 
most comprehensive 
daily guide to going 
out 


Monday 


on 

A new regular section, Family life, that deals with the 
interests and problems of parents and children. Julie 
Myerson's column also focuses on home life 
Plus: a new series - Do we need? - which challenges 
the icons of modem Britain 
And, every, Monday unrivalled coverage of the 
expanding world of Information technology In our 
Network pull-out section. 


-sid : H Sport 

A 24-page tabloid section with all the action from tiie 
weekend's .sporting action. Plus': the Monday interview 
in which a leading figure comes under the microscope,, 
an unbeatable results service, gossip, speculation arid 
fact from behind the scenes and the best in sports 
photography. 


on 


Tuesday 


Health: how wearing a virtual reality helmet could help 
cure phobias and other psychological problems. 

Plus: flaky nails are not simply a problem for the vain 


but a sign of iJI -health, so what can be- done about 
them? Also on Tuesday, fashion, architecture, visual 
arts and media. 


on Wednesday 


Bridget Jones's diary continues to chronicle the 
encounters and exquisite embarrassments in the life 
of Britain's most-read spinster. 

Plus: the midweek travel section, your money, finance 


and law. In our back pages, Martin NeweH, Britain's 
leading rock poet, and Neil Kerbeq one of the 
country's funniest cartoonists; present their views of 
the modem world. 


on Thursday 


All our regular features, including Virginia Ironside's . 
Dilemmas, John Walsh's column, plus film, education 


and graduate plus. In the back pages, William 
Hartston's history of the world in 10^2 inches 


on 


Friday 


24Seven - a new 20-page pull-out-and-keep 
entertainment and listings section, including a 
complete day-by-day planner for the week ahead, plus 


seven-day TV, radio and satellite listings, ticket offers 
and informed comment on the week's highlights- Plus: 
eight pages of pop and classical music ' 
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Indian general election: Front-runner attempts to temper Hindu extremism 

‘Mr Nice’ strives to bottle 
genie of religious divide 


Off the wall: A cobbler in Calcutta, capital of Marxist-ruled We ^ 
beneath a clutch of election campaign slogans Photograph. Reuter 


HM MCGIRK 

New Delhi 

The man who may become 
India’s next prime minister, 
Axal Behari \tajpayee, from the 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), was at his 
campaign headquarters in Luc- 
know when the phone rang. It 
was the Muslim dm actor, Raj 
Babbar, calling. 

He is Mr Vajpayee’s main ri- 
val in this religiously charged 
campaign for a Lucknow par- 
liamentary seat Voting starts 
today, the second round of the 
Indian elections. 

“He said that as an elder 
brother (an Indian term of re- 
spect) I should bless him. And 
so I did,” said Mr Vajpayee, 
chuckling that his main chal- 
lenger, and a Muslim at that, 
should seek blessings from the 
leader of a right-wing Hindu 
party that most Indian Muslims 
have learned to fear. 

That is because Mr Vajpay- 
ee has a reputation as a bright, 
decent man, a liberal who keeps 
his distance from the Hindu 
extremists within the BJP who 
wave tridents and saffron- 
coloured flags and shout anti- 
Muslim slogans. 

He is an accomplished ex- for- 


eign minister with a natural, 
populist manner (he can sling 
himself on to a rope charpoy 
bed at a roadside tea-stand 

and have the crowd belly-laugh- 
ing at his jokes). The only jab 
which his opponents can make 
against him is that because of 
his broad-mindedness, Mr Va- 
jpayee may be “the right man 
in the wrong party”. 

When Hindu extremists tore 
down a 16th-century' . Mogul 
mosque in Ayodhya. igniting 
communal riots across the 


like him: they even grin at his 
jokes. - . 

Mr Vajpayee insists he nev- 
er wanted to be the BJP* s> can- 
didate for prime minister, thai 
he is a bom Inner, a misfit. 

But shortly before elections. 


straying more Muslim places of 
worship but about matters that 
are closer to the common In- 
dian: government corruption, 
over- population, and how eco- 
nomic reforms haw failed to 

scandal that was devised by 
the Prime Minister. Narasimha 
Rao. to cripple his enemies. 

Mr Vajpayee was clean and 
he stepped into Mr Advam s 
place. Eleciorally. it was prob- 


wry smile. Mr Vajpayee looks 
equally at case whether hes 
greeting a visiting head of state 
or riding a bullock cart along the 
dusty campaign trail in Unar 
Pradesh stale. 

In the likelv event that net- 


signing nudear-disarmamem 
treaties under the BJP. v»e 
need nuclear weapons to pro- 
tect India,” Mr Vajpayee in- 
sisted. “We want to live in a 
nuclear-free world, hut India 
eannot go along with this nu- 
clear apartheid in whieh some 
nations have the bomb and 
others don't.” 

If elected, the UJP has said 
it will take a firmer stand 
against Muslim insurgents in 
Kashmir, though it is difficult to 
imagine how much tougher it 


=* riots across the 

country. Mr Vajpayee is said to ther the BJP nor the rulmgCi gjp |hal Vajpayee got revolt more t h;in _0.l K M 

have wept and called it “an out- gr«s Party^ jwns ^cl |ht> Ioh Even Mr Advani ad- mins have K*en killed l^Jndt 

rage”, while other BJP leaders 
rejoiced. 

But the “wrong party” may at 
last be right for Mr Vajpayee. 

The BJP seems to be as elastic 


as Hinduism, a faith which em- 
braces a multitude of gods and 
seemingly conflicting practices. 
Having sensed that Indians 
have lost the stomach for the 
BJP's strident Hinduism after 
the 1992 riots and killings, the 
party is — apparently — trans- 
forming itself into Mr Vajpay- 
ee's more moderate image. 

Mr Vajpayee may still appear 
at campaign rallies flanked by 
actors dressed up as heroes 
from the Rwnayana epic, bul his 
speeches are not about de- 


Lina * oi i; — 

majority, Mr Vajpayee s better 
placed than his combative com- 
panions in the BJP triumvirate 
- LK Advani and Murh 
Manohar Joshi - to strike a deal 
with coalition partners. 

When votes are finally tallied, 
on 10 May. after the third stage 
of elections, forecasts indicate 
that the BJP may emerge as the 
largest partv, with about 200 of 
the 543 parliamentary seats. 

“We have no thoughts of 
forming a coalition, bul if we fall 
short we'll seek support from 
the regional parties.” said Mr 
Vajpavee, 69. At rallies, the 
grun -faced Black Cat com- 
mandos assigned to protect Mr 
Vij payee seem genuinely to 


the job. Even Mr Advani ad- 
mined that he lacks his re- 
placement's “mass leader 
qualities. 

Bul even if Mr Vajpayee has 
gained the respect of his film- 
Sar rival and other Muslims and 
moderates, he has failed to dis- 
pel the suspicion that many 
Indians feel towards his party. 
Thev sav that the religious ex- 
tremists within the BJP may not 
let Mr \ajpayee stray too far 
into the centre. 

The BJP manifesto pledges to 
expand India's nuclear status, 
which will speed up its atomic 
arms race with its Muslim 
neighbour. Pakistan. Nor is 
there much chance of India 


niiris have been killed by Indi- 
an security forces, human-rights 
monitors said. The BJP also 
vows to change the constitution, 
stripping awav the special sta- 
tus held by religious and lin- 
guistic minorities. 

Mr Vajpayee may also be un- 
der pressure from BJP tradi- 
tionalists who want to shut the 
door on some multi-national 
companies, only recently al- 
lowed into India. 

The BJP insists Indian values 
are being eroded by con- 
sumerism" and loose western 
morality seen on imported Hol- 
lywood films and on Rupert 
Murdoch's satellite television 
beaming down to India. 


S 





iU**! 

da a8 el j 

* t 0 


id 


Australia in 
silent tribute 
to victims 
of massacre 


EASY TO LOAD 

Simply drop the cartridge 
into the camera. 


' > 


ROBERT MILUKEN 

Hobart 

Tasmania stood still yesterday. 

The rest of Australia followed 
suit At 1030am, people from 

Queensland to Canberra, on 
Karras and stock exchange floors, 
ttopped and bowed their heads 
For one minute to honour the 35 
people who died in the Part 
Arthur massacre last Sunday. 

Outside St David’s Anglican 
alhedral in Hobart men wept, 
vomen held each other foir 
omfort, children elutchwi 
lunches of flowers. Police offi- 
cre and soldiers looked bewd- 
ered at the enormity of the 
bn-or that has shaken the 
ountry. They had er ®***° 
ands to accommodate Z.UU0 
pople outside the cathedral but 
tousands more came and sal 
i silence, forming a sea of faces 
a>ng the narrow street as the 
tils of St David's tolled and a 
lae piper played while the 
aeving families of the victims 
lived for the memorial service, 
'uside the fine, stone cathe- 
dtl another 1.000 people, m- 
olding the country’s polmral 
leders, gathered. From the 
noil. Sir William Deane, the 
gJemor-general, read a raes- 
1 from the Queen, oflenng 

nyersand pressing the same 
sick and sorrow that she fell 
iu two months ago over the 
ntsacre at Dunblane, Scot^nd. 
•he Rl Rev Phillip. NeweU. 

tf Bishop of Tasmania, could 
hie been speaking both tor 
Chblane and for Port Arthur 
wm he said: “The suddenness. 
U senselessness of the assault 
ui the scope of the cam^e has 
imetsed us in a sorrow that we 

lye never known before. 

TonvRundle, the premier of 

Tmania said: “No-one in ou 
immunity goes untouchLd 
ts wickedness. The pa>n is 

c+ed in every face, m every an- 
jished voice, in every grieving 

There were readings by Hin- 
j, Muslim and Buddhist to- 
wers. None ol Ihe jwjj 
mn tried to answer the hard 

i™^oasof^.andtheon« 

iat will stay with Tasmanians 
Why? But .n 
is conservative. closcly-tatU 
immunity, where emotions 

£ rarely displayed, the to! 


lective outpouring of grief was 
a moving experience. 

Before yesterday's service, 
Australia’s three federal polit- 
ical leaders flew by helicopter 
to the massacre scene at Port 
Arthur, 60 miles south of Ho- 
bart. John Howard, the Prime 
Minister, K3m Beazley, the La- 
bor opposition leader, and 
Cheryl Kernot, leader of the 
Australian Democrats, laid a 


nuomuw . 

wreath together on the steps of 
the Broad Arrow caf6, where 
the gunman shot dead 20 of his 
victims as they sat at tables. 

The caf£ takes its name from 
the emblem printed on the 
shirts of the 12300 convicts 
who passed through Port 
Arthur’s prison gates for almost 
50 years until 1877. The cafe, 
once a happy rest spot for 
tourists as they explored the 
prison's nrins, is now dawd, nev- 
er to be re-opened. It is likely 
to be demolished and replaced 
by a memorial stone. 

John Edwards, a carpenter at 
the tourist centre, finished paint- 
ing the caffi’s windows so that 
passers-by could no longer 
glimpse the blood-stained lega- 
cy of the charnel house that it 
became last Sunday afternoon. 

I walked down a tree-lined 
road on which a teddy bear and 
three bunches of flowers 
marked the spot where one of 
Mr Edwards's colleagues, 
Nanette Mikac, and her daugh- 
ters AJannah, six, and Madehne, 
three, were shot dead at point- 
blank range. Mrs Mikac hosted 
night-time “ghost tours or the 
ruins. Whiter, her husband, was 
playing golf nearby when his 
family were murdered- 

Like most staff at Port 
Arthur, Mr Edwards knew Mar- 
tin BrvanL the 28 year-old for- 
mer local resident who is 

accused of the massacre. We 

always had an eerie feeling 
about him,” he said- 
Small groups of 
rived to lay flowers on the caie 

sleps. The old prisoners parade 
^d,nowalawn,^s^- 

Si with au tuM ! Mr 

hour next to * K ,;!! 
Edwards had worked into the 
&ofMonda]f^- 
abnglhel9pe^lcm^« 
the shootmg spree. Heel he^; 

less now,” he said. Helptess. 
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SUPERB PICTURE 
QUALITY 

The new film is capable 
of storing information 
which can be 
communicated to your 
photo-finisher's 
equipment for improved 
picture quality. 

CHOOSE FROM 
THREE FORMATS 

Choose the size and the 
shape of your photo. 
Choose from classic, 
HDTV or panorama 
formats. 


INDEX PRINT 

Each processed film is 
returned with an index 
print, showing all the 
pictures. 
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BACK PRINTING 

Many of the cameras 
allow information, and 
even captions, to be 
printed on the bock of 
each photo. 


A new generation of cameras which 
make it so easy to take perfect pictures 
that Dixons actually guarantee it! 
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FUJI F0TONEX25O 

ZOOM COMPACT CAMERA 

• Information Exchange for 
improved picture quality. 

• 25- 55mm zoom lens. 

• Date/ time/ Kris backporting. 

• Autoflash with ‘red eye' 
reduction. 


kodak ^ 

ADVANTTX 3100AF COMPACT CAMERA 
■ 2-zone aio-ban. 4% 0 ^ Pixans 

• Seraabta flesh with ||( l 1 ^ 
Ved-ej*' ration. aXM 

• LCD panel. 

• Drep-in boing. W W * • 
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}.g. LONDON & HOME COUNTIES 
[i 100,000 Buddings Sum Insured 
Premium Only £154.00 
■OWER Preatitts ia oast Otter Areas 

el: 0181 546 1102 NOW! 

Or tfxwerour nearest teewMiwetoatfiM 

AftdR 499411 






KODAK AEfVANTtX 2000 
AUTO COMPACT CAMERA 

• Agio- Hash with 'red-we' reduction. 

• Self-timer. • Drop-in boding. 


Dixon. Dm) 


OT^i'lOOC COMPACT CAMERA 

• Autfirfoeu*. 

• ■ A Dixon* 

• Oop-tn loading. 



itertie perfect choke lor aH your 

developing, printing and -re 

enlargement needs, ® ff ® nn 9 
unbeatable value. Whatever *H* 
or shape your pictures are, 
rite cost remains me some, 
with our 24-hour semwl 



KONICA BMS630 

ZOOM COMPACT CAMERA 

• 30 -* 0 mm aoom lem. 

• ’Rochaye - reducing flash. 

• Drop-in louing. 


Dana. DmI 

£159.99 


Exposures, 
jBJjf any format 

15 Exposures, any format 

40 Exposures, any format 


mo 


£ 4,99 
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ON AH ADVAN® PHOTO SYSTEM CAMERAS 



345 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE TEL 0181-200 0200 FOR YOUR NEAREST BRANCH 
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May Day celebrations: Resurgent Communists lead opposition to Yeltsin as Castro enjoys display of strength 

Cubans 
defy US 
to show 
loyalty 


Russia basks in 
return to its 
Red flag past 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

He had given the entire coun- 
try the rest or the week off. He 
had restored their right to fly 
their beloved red Soviet-era 
victory flag. He had promised 
them extra welfare, bigger pen- 
sions, quicker pay. Yet had the 
vote-hungry Boris Yeltsin 
peeped over the parapets of the 
Kremlin at 1 lam yesterday he 
would wondered if all this had 
achieved anything at all. 

Sweeping' across the river 
Moskva towards his fortified 
seat of power was a tide of Red 
flags carried by thousands of his 
opponents. It was May Day 
and. with the election season 
weD underway, the Communists 
were not going to miss the 
chance to parade their foot 
soldiers. 

In the thick of the crowd, 
striding along purposefully 
through the drizzle, was the 
stocky figure of Gennady 
Zyuganov', his chief rival and. as 
leader of the resurgent Com- 
munist Party of the Russian Fed- 
eration. the personification of 
fears - both here and abroad - 
that Russia is poised to reverse 
her reforms. 

Mr Zyuganov has long ar- 
gued - at least in the West - that 
he is a moderate, more social 
democratic than hardline so- 
cialist. The same cannot be 
said of his army*. “Power must 
belong to the people! Workers 
must have the right to work! 
Zyuganov for "president!” 
blared the loudspeaker mount- 
ed on a truck at the head of the 
procession, before savaging (he 
“Traitor Gorbachev". Behind it 
came a line of men. carrying a 
huge banner “For Honest 
Work Against Parasites." 

The three-mile march was 
dotted with landmarks of the tri- 
umphs and failure of post- 
Coicmunist Russia - the 
glimmering but hugclv expen- 
sive golden dome of the newly 
jt Church of Christ the Sav- 


iour a building site where the 
authorities are planning to erect 
a vast statue of Peter the Great; 
and hundreds of armed police 
in a back street, just in case of 
trouble from the Chechens. 

The livery-clad doormen of 
Maxim's restaurant, where a 
meal costs three times the av- 
erage monthly salary. The grub- 
by Metro stations, now 
populated with beggars, home- 
less tramps and hawkers trying 
to raise a bob or two by selling 
animals, knick-knacks, even 
themselves. 






Boris Yetts/rr: Hts reforms 
have left many alienated 

Across one thoroughfare the 
city authorities - whose mayor, 
Yuri Luzhkov, is a Yeltsin sup- 
porter - had hung out a sign, 
evidently intended to mollify 
those who have lost out under 
capitalism: “Good brotherhood 
is belter than wealth." 

On May Day during Soviet 
rimes the' authorities used to 
hang out huge portraits of the 
Politburo. Starved of informa- 
tion. the population would 
study the position and size of 
each picture for clues as to who 
was going up, and who down. 
Yesterday, as an estimated 3.5 
million Russians took to the 
streets across the country, the 
signs were easier to read. 

Some 10,000 people turned 
out to listen to Mr Zyuganov, 
standing beneath a statue of 


opposite tb 

theatre. On the other side of the 
city, about half that number ap- 
peared to listen to Mr Yeltsin 
call for a “radical change for 
Russia” - borrowing a leaf out 
his opponents' book. Ignoring 
his heart problems, the 65- 
year-ald president then danced 
a jig with a woman in traditional 
peasant's dress. 

Mr Zyuganov was on his best 
behaviour, confining himself 
to some routine railing against 
Mr Yeltsin's control of the me- 
dia and a warning that the elec- 
tions could be rigged. 

Those who say Communists 
are going to turn back the dock 
should look at Mr Yeltsin's 
record, he argued. “Russia's 
territory has shrunk to the lev- 
el of three or four hundred years 
ago. Our living standards have 
slumped to those of the 1950s." 
Crime is as bad as it was in the 
civil war production has come 
to a standstill. The crowd 
cheered, though not with much 
gusto. 

One suspected they wanted 
redder meat For that, they 
had to turn to the hardliner Vic- 
tor Anpilov, head of Working 
Russia, a smaller neo-Stalinist 
group which Mr Zyuganov has 
wooed, anxious to net the 5 mil- 
lion votes it won in last year’s 
pariiamen tary elections. Yeltsin 
was a “drunk", he bellowed; his 
aides were all “scoundrels'*. 

But even he was a kitten, 
compared to some in the crowd. 
An elderly woman turned to a 
knot of western journalists, her 
face full of contempt. “Did you 
know that Yeltsin is a Jew? 
Yup. he’s half-JewislL So is his 
wife." In the distance an anti- 
scmilic poster bobbed above the 
crowd's head not far from a pic- 
ture of old Joe himselt 
■ Chechen rebel leader Ze- 
limkhan Yandarbiyev met re- 
porters yesterday to dismiss 
claims by the pro-Russian 
Chechen government that he 
had bees killed in fighting, 
Reuter reports. 



Communist leader and presidential contender Gennady Zyuganov salutes the crowd 
which had gathered to hear him speak beneath Karl Marx’s statue Photograph: AFP 


JOHN RICE 

Associated Press 

Havana — Red flags and 
portraits of revofatiouaiy heroes 
bobbed above the heads of 
hundreds of thousands of 
marchers yesterday as Cubans 
called forth by President Fidel 
Castro marched to commemo- 
rate May Day. 

The march began with Pedro 
Ross, the head of the Cuban 
labour movement, shouting 
“Socialism or death! fatherland 
or death! Ws will be victorious!” 

Loudspeakers blared patri- 
otic music as marchers in rows 
50 to 60 across filed past Cas- 
tro. who watched from a re- 
viewing platform at the Plaza of 
the Revolution but did not 
speak. 

The rally served as a protest 
against the Hehus-Burtoc Act, 
enacted last month by US politi- 
cians to strangle foreign in- 
vestment In Cuba. The Bill was 
passed after Cuba shot down 
two aircraft from a Florida- 
based anti-Castro group that 
bad violated Cuban air-space. 

The law appears to have 
made some businesses recon- 
sider investments in Cuba, but 
has also rallied international 

U^alHes, who oonsufor^the 
law a violation of its sovereignty. 

As if to demonstrate his de~ 
fiance of the newly tightened US 
sanctions, Castro earlier de- 
clared that fjihaTi socialism is 
stronger than ever. 

"We are so satisfied to be 
called internationalists, to be 
called socialists, to be called 
communists," Castro said in a 
three-hour speech dosing a 
Communist Party meeting. 

The speech set the stage for 
yesterday's march, the first ma- 
jor May Day celebration on the 
island for three years. It was 
meant to provide evidence of re- 
newed confidence as Cuba re- 
covers from an economic crisis 
caused by the collapse of its 
socialist allies in Europe. 

Cuban exiles from Florida 
had planned to send a flotilla of 
up to 25 boats to the edges of 
Cuba’s territory, but with pre- 
dictions of rough weather only 
three boats left Key West 


TUrks killed in Ma; 
Day police dash 

Istanbul — Two Turks we 
kflled yesterday in a clash vh 
police in May Day rallies. 1e 
broke out when po.e 
tried to search people gatir- 
ing for a demonstration orgt- 
ised by unions in Istaobts 
Kadikoy district 
“They were not demonsh- 
tors^ They were the memberof 
Illegal leftist organisations, zd 
their purpose was to cate- 
such an incident. Police fiid 
into the air.'* an official fnn 
the Istanbul Security Dirc- 
torate said. ffcar 

Ex-CIA boss hunteJ 

Rock Point, Maryland - 
Divers, guided by dogs trafod 
to find bodies in water, went ot 
again yesterday in hopes rf 
finding the former CIA Dirc- 
tor William Colby, presumd 
dead in a canoeing aaadent ovr 
the weekend. ;P 

‘Bandit* ban lifted 

New Delhi — India’s Supreme 
Court lifted a ban on a fim 
about former bandit Phoofcn 
Devi, who is running for par- 
liament. Reuer 

Rockets kill child 

Islamabad — Achildwasldlkd 
and two civilians were wound- 
ed during rebel rocket attaefck 
on Kabul, government radio re? 
ported. Reutei 

Suicide bid Part l( 

Bucharest — A depressed Ro 
rpanian who survived a jump 
from a 10-storey building is 
looking for a better way to kill] 
himself. “I'll find a method ini 
the end to get rid of this dirty 1 
life." he said. Reuter 

No foreign films 

Jakarta - Indonesia’s five pri- 
vate television stations have 
been told not to screen foreign 
films unless they have been 
dubbed into the Indonesian 
language, the official Antara 
news agency said. . AP 

Lesbians lose fight 

Amsterdam — A Dutch court, 
sitting less than a month after 
parliament voted to legalise 
same-sex marriages, rejected 
applications by two lesbian cou- 
ples to be legally acknowledged 
as adoptive parents, Reuter 

Tiny tree give-away 

Madrid — The outgoing Span- 
ish Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez has donated 80 of his 
beloved bonsai miniature trees 
to Madrid's botanical gardens 
where they are to go on show 
to the public next year. Reuter 
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CANON BJ200EX 
INKJET PRINTER 

• Up to 720 x 360 dpi resolution with 
smoothlns for clearer printing 

• Up to 3 ppm print speed 

• Comes complete with Windows 3.1 
& DOS drivers 

• 1 0O sheet paper tray 
■ Prints op to 356 different shades 

of grey In Windows 
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FREE MEMBERSHIP 
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ASHTON 


ASTON CROSS 
BORDCSUY CBHCUS 

SOUTH YARJDLEV 
BOLTON 


BRISTOL 

CAMBRIDGE 


CHATHAM 

COLCHESTER 

DONCASTER 

KANUY 

HKXH WYCOMBE 

IPSWICH 


01*1 371 0*11 
019M3399U 

0121 333 SRI* 
0191 7*6 SSfiS 
OISI 707 8373 
O1804 3*5307 
0187*733837 
0117 878 81*7 
01883 303838 
01888 580484 
01*34 830537 
01808 574038 
01309 389080 
01788 8078*8 
01494 4*1785 
01473818478 
Of IS 849 10*1 


BECKTON 
CROYDON 
STAPLES CORNER 
MANCHESTER 
MILTON KEYNES 
NORTHAMPTON 
OLDBURY 
ROTHERHAM 
SHEFFIELD 
SOUTHAMPTON 
STOCKT ON 
SWANSEA 
WAKEFIELD 
WARRINGTON 
WEST BROMWICH 
VftLLENHALL 


0181 394 9*35 
0181 665 5818 
0181 450 8308 
0181 834 0435 
01908*9587* 
01*04 859809 
0191 54* 908* 
01709 780835 
0114 878 1915 
01703*35488 
01*48 *75157 
01799 480851 
01984 378640 
01989 83477* 
0181 553 S976 
01908 637517 


FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY 
ON ORDERS OVER £30&i 

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER FREEPHONE 

0800 14 14 14 
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Renewing your home insurance 
in May or June ? 


If you’re 50 or over, 
save with Saga 
Home Insurance 

You will know bow expensive home insurance can 
be -particularly if your insurance company is also 
having to insure younger, less careful householders. 
Thankfully, if you’re aged 50 or over you can benefit 
from Saga Home Insurance - a superior household 
insurance that’s only available to mature, responsible 
people like you. 

Saga Horae Insurance can offer you genuine savings 
over other policies, while giving you cover that fully 
protects your home and possessions. So if your home 
insurance is due for renewal soon, or if you would 
simply like to find out how much you could save 
with Saga Home Insurance, call us today - free 

The Saga Price Promise 

If you find another comparable policy at a lower 
price within 2 months of taking out Saga Horae 
Insurance, we’ll refund you the difference. 



SAGA 

Services Ltd 


Saga Services Lid would l)ka to Mod you information about aorvtee* 
provided by other Saga companies and may pass details to these 
companies to enable them to do so. 


• Exclusively for people aged 50 or 
oven 

• Cover is comprehensive and low cost 

• Free Saga Assist service - 
24 Hour Domestic Helpline. 

24 Hour Legal Helpline. 

24 Hour Glaring Sendee. 

• 30% off Worldwide flights. 

• Free pen with your quotation. 


Call us today! 

For your free no obligation quote 
and a free Saga pea. simply call us 
on the number below. We wiU be 
pleased to answer any qaestians 
you have on Saga Home Insurance. 

0800 414 525 ext. 2938 

Lines open Monday to Friday 9am - 6pm, 
Saturday 9am - 1pm 



Alternatively, send this coupon to us in an envelope - you do not need a stamp: 

Saga Sendees Limited. FRBEPOST731. MiddeJburs Square. Folkestone. Kent CT2Q 1BR 




Mr /Mrs /Miss Inirinl:, 
Address: 


Sume 


Postcode: 


Telephone No: , 

Occupation: 

Policy 

Renewal Date: 


Dale of birth: 


No. of 
bedrooms; 


Type of Property: 

Detached House: □ 

Terraced House: O 

Semi - detached Bungalow: O 
Other □ Please specify: 

Approximately when was it boilt ? 

Pit 1920 □ 1920-1945 □ 1946-1979 O 

H 2938 


Send -detached House: D 
Detached Bungalow: O 

Flai/Maisoneue: Q 


1980-Prettm □ 


Please lick file type of cover for which you would like a quotation: 
Home Content* Cover 

BtaUfiagi Caver f~*| 

Answer YES to the following and yon coaid save up to !5«* 
on your Contents premium. 

Does your borne have an annually 

maintained burglar alarm? Yes O No Cl 

Is a 5-lever mortise lock fitted to the 

final exit door? Ye s Q No □ 

Are all other external doors Tilted with 

key -operated locks or holes? Yes D No D 

Are secure key -operated locks fined to 
all accessible windows? *-„□ Nq Q 

Are you tm active member of 
a Felice Approved Ncighboorhood 
Watch Scheme? 


Yes □ No O 

For insurance on lined building*. iho» c of non . standard 
conaracitotL Dais and maisonettes. Or if you are u, e 1^^ of 

the ptojKity to be insured, please telephone 0800 414S2S ext 2938 

for your quote or tick the box for farther detail* Q 
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NYENATI ALLISON 

Associated Press 


Germans | Thousands flee fighting as: Liberian wartordis close in for the 

« ^ nyenati auison 

® T| ~ Associated Press 

ignore day 

■ into toe war-tom di 

W to prevent more 

M'f A entering, but 

OT nrntpCT HHP^BiHHI^B^HB^^BHi^lHHHI 

wU^-A- mJrJL V ^ «PMSb ?* ?; < aEBB two government 1e 

M |H|i^^^^H£p'- ; • -' Thousands of civ 

■ -J fleeing as fi ghting 

^ Paynesville area an 


MRE KARACS 

)ortmund 

rhe German trade unions’ 
tattle against cuts in the welfare 
late got off to a poor start 
•esteiday as milli ons of their 
□embers ignored rails for mass 
lemonstrations and opted for 
t spot of gardening in Labour 
Day’s glorious sunshine. 

The biggest crowds gathered 
q Berlin. But even there, the 
10,000 marching under union 
tanners were eclipsed by the 
groups of left- and right-wing 
ndicals who battled with police 
n working-class districts. After 
i night of rioting, some 4,500 
police armed with water cannon 
and tear gas struggled all day to 
restore order. 

■ With unemployment at a 
post-war high and the govern- 
ment poised to embark on a 
severe austerity programme, 
union bosses had hoped for a 
heavy turn-out Talks with toe 
government and the employers 
broke down last week after 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
announced a package of welfare 
cuts and measures to loosen the 
labour market which the 
unions say amount to an “em- 
ployers' charter”. 

But on yesterday's evidence, 
union basses' fury with Mr 
Kohl and threats to mobilise 
workers appear to have found 
only a faint echo among their 
members. In Dortmund, at the 
heart of the Ruhr, a mere 5,000 
gathered to hear toe move- 
ment's most charismatic leader, 
Klaus Zwicket head of toe 
mighty IG-Metall. 

A chorus of miners warmed 
up the crowd with a jazzed-up 
rendition of Beethoven's “Ode 
to Joy”. Mr Zwickel donned a 
doth cap for the occasion and 
came armed with ferocious 
rhetoric. “We will not hesitate 
for one moment to resort to all 
means available to the union 
struggle.” he thundered. 

“We will not let the rights of 
toe weak be wdped out. The time 
for talking is over, the time for 
action has arrived," he went on. 
The audience murmured its 


approval as representatives of 
the toning masses of the Mid- 
dle East loudly advertised their 
disparate causes. 

Mr Zwickel, with a member- 
ship of nearly 3 milli on in the 
engineering sector, had just 
carried out the third U-turn in 
his career. 

Last year he extracted a hefty 
pay rise for his members after 
a crippling strike, only to be- 
come a force of reason in the 
union movement- But his “Al- 
liance for Jobs," a pact with 
employers and the government 
that proposed to freeze wages 
in exchange for a pledge to cre- 
ate more jobs, has been torn to 
shreds by Mr Kohl. 

The Chancellor's own “Pro- 
gramme for Growth and Em- 
ployment" seems designed to 
galvanise industry by cutting the 
cost of labour and making it eas- 
ier to hire - and fire - workers. 

As a result, Mr Zwickel and 
the other unions leaders are 
back on the warpath, threaten- 
ing to unleash a wave of strikes 
in the summer. 

“This savings package snot 
a programme for growth and 
employment It is a programme 
of social heartlessness," said 
Dieter Schulte, head of the 
Trade Union Federation, in 
Berlin. “We will resist it as 
hard as we can,” he pledged. 

From his point of view, the 
omens do not look good. Eco- 
nomic uncertainty and the tor- 
rent of worsening employment 
statistics has beaten many work- 
ers into submission. That is the 
message coming from the Ruhr, 
Berlin, and even Bremen, 
where thousands lost their jobs 
yesterday as the country's 
largest shipbuilder, Bremer 
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Grief stricken: A woman in Monrovia is carried away by friends after fainting when her son was shot dead 
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Monrovia — Peacekeeping • 
troops blocked bridges leading | 

. into toe war-tom dty yesterday ■ 
to prevent more gunmen from ; 
entering, but factional fighting ‘ 
raged for athind day and spread 
toward toe neighbourhood of ' 
two government leaders. 

Thousands of civilians began 
fleeing as fighting entered the > 
Paynesville area and inched to- 
ward adjacent Congo Town, 
home to warlords Charles Tay- 
lor and Alhaji Kromah. The 
fighting was particularly heavy 
in Paynesville, which has long ; 
been controlled by Thylor’s Na- 
tional Patriotic Front faction. 

Fighting was also reported 
near the Barclay army bar- 
racks, and there was sporadic 
shooting in the Mamba Point 
diplomatic section, where US 
Marines shot to death three 
Liberians who fired towards 
the compound on Tuesday. 

The fighting in Paynesville in- J 
dicaled that the warlord Roo- ; 
sevelt Johnson's supporters i 
were launching an assault aimed ! 
at Taylor and Kromah. The two j 
men were rivals during Liberia's j 
six-year av3 war, but have since 
Photograph: AP joined forces against Johnson. 
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Vulkan. went into liquidation. 

The Baltic port, where the 
unemployment rate will now 
rise above 20 per cent, was to 
have been toe focus of resis- 
tance to the government. But 
Bremen's workers and freshly 
unemployed also stayed at 
home yesterday, evidently 
deciding that the unions were 
rattling their sabres in defence 
of a lost cause. 
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Europe loses 
shipbuilding 
to Asian yards 


FREE 

VALUATION 


Brussels 

nils week has brought bleak 

E for Europe's shipbuilding 
.try. As Japan and South 
Lorea continue to increase 
reir share of the world market, 
tirec major European yards 
avc gone under in two daj's. 
On Monday, Copenhagen's 
1st shipbuilder, Burmeister 
nd V^in. announced that it had 
iven up the fight to stave off 
ankrupfey and would dose its 
53-year-old yard on the ca pi- 
ll's Refshalc Island. 

Then, the death knell was 
Minded over two other ship- 
ards. Bremer Vulkan, Ger- 
lany's largest shipbuilder, 
pened bankruptcy procecd- 
igs yesterday. In Poland, the 
cadline for new investors to 
ave Gdansk shipyard, the 
lainspring of the Solidarity 
lovement in the 19S0s, ran out 
m Tuesday. 

Many European shipbuilders 
re being oul-classed in the 
■lobal race for trade. Cheaper 
trices, due 10 low labour costs 
md stale subsidies, are attract- 
ng buyers to toe East The 
narket leader is Japom with 41 
wreent of the market in 1994, 
jompared with 37 per cent in 
976. South Korea has 16.7 per 
ent of market share compared 
rtto only 1.6 per cent in 1976, 
nd China has 3.8 per cent. 
The European Union had 20 
er cent of me market in 1994, 
ompared with 26.8 per cent in 
976. Germany is Europe’s in- 
ustry leader with 7.6 per cent 
f the world market, while 
ritain, which had 4 J per cent 
1 the market in 1976, sawa fall 
1 1.1 percent in 1994. 

While Ihe EU'soveralJ loss of 
tarket share may look undra- 
latic, the loss of jobs during the 
line period gives a more wea- 
ring picture. In 1994, 120,000 
cople were employed in ship- 
uilding in toe EU, compared 
ith 219,000 in 1976. 

Cheaper labour costs have 
eant buyers now look to 
sian shipbuilders for vessels 
ich as super-tankers. which are 


labour intensive and demand a 
lower level of skill to construct 
European yards now build 
more sophisticated vessels, with 
many concentrating on roll-on 
roll-off ferries, ice breakers 
and cruise vessels. Poland has 
maintained 3.2 per cent of the 
world market. A would-be 
member of the EU, it is ditch- 
ing debt-ridden companies but 
has re-structured where it can. 

Even with restructuring, Eu- 
rope has seen a slump in jobs. 
Bremer Vulkan bad 23,000 
workers last year. Most of the 
1,400 people employed at the 
Copenhagen yard have already 
been laid off, and the closure of 
Gdansk could lead to the loss 
of 7.000 jobs. 

A paper on Europe's maritime 
future, published by the Euro- 
pean Commission in March, 
warned that the loss of jobs 
meant Europe was “r unning 
out of properly trained and 
qualified seafarers”. Further- 
more, said the paper, “As a re- 
sult, opportunities are being 
lost ana the future of Europe's 
maritime industries and ser- 
vices is being jeopardised, and 
the high quality of European 
shipping compromised." 

The longer term outlook is 
not all bad. The Commission is 
backing efforts to develop new 
high-tech shipbuilding meth- 
ods which can cut down a ship's 
design and building time, and 
could put toe Europeans back 
in business. The battle to abol- 
ish state subsidies in toe indus- 
try is already joined. And as 
standards for shipping - partic- 
ularly passenger shipping-arc 
increased, buyers might once 
again favour quality vessels pro- 
duced in European yards. 

Orders for .goods shipping has 
remained fairly constant in re- 
cent years. A large proportion 
of toe world fleet is reaching toe 
end of its life, and orders are ex- 
pected to increase os ships are 
rc-fittcd or replaced. 

Nevertheless. EC analysts 
predict that, with the relentless 
drive for productivity, the loss 
of jobs in EU shipbuilding will 
continue to decline. 
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John Lome Campbell of Can- 
na was a Scottish patriot of 
unique stamp, a scholar of ex- 
ceptional quality, and a gener- 
ous friend to many both at 
home and beyond the shores of 
Scotland. Hjs roots lay in the 
old heartland of the Scottish 
Kingdom, in Argyll, where 
his pedigree of the Campbells 
of Craignisb and Clann 
Theariaich bear witness to the 
single-mindedness and fierce 
independence of spirit which 
was Campbell’s own mark. 

The eldest son of Col Dun- 
can Campbell of Invemeill on 
Loch Fyne and his American 
wife, Ethel Waterbury, of New 
Jersey, he was educated at 
Cargilfield School, Edinburgh, 
and Rugty. He went on to St 
John's College, Oxford, to read 
Rural Economy under Profes- 
sor Sir James' Scott Watson 
and Celtic under Professor John 
Fraser of Jesus College, grad- 
uating in 1929 and receiving his 
MA in 1933. 

An interest in Gaelic from 
boyhood was fostered by Fras- 
er, the gamekeeper's son from 
Glenurquhart who became 
Campbell’s mentor. Campbell 
began workwhQe at Oxford on 
a Gaelic anthology which be- 
came his first publication. 
Highland Songs of the forty- Five, 
in 1933. He always averred that 
Fraser had taugft him the prin- 
ciples and discipline of editing 
which subsequently served him 
in such gpod stead and naturally 
made him impatient of care- 
lessness and low standards in 
such fields of scholarship. 

The editorial apparatus of 
this work put up an important 
scholarly marker and present- 
ed a thesis which Campbell 
followed through his long ca- 
reer. When Highland Songs of 
the Forty-Five was deservedly re- 
published by the Scottish Gael- 
ic Texts Society in 1984. beside 
making amendments and addi- 
tions he was able to restate with 
conviction after half a century 
that: 

... the Rising of 1745 was the nat- 
ural reaction of the Jacobite dans and 
their sympathisers in the Highlands 
against what had been since the 
coming ofWUIiam of Orange in 1690 
a calculated official genoodal cam- 


After Oxford, Campbell's ca- 
reer took a fresh and momen- 
tous turn. Invited to Barra to 
study crofting conditions and 
colloquial Gaelic, his arrival in 
the Outer Hebrides on 4 August 
1933 marked the beginning of 
a long and extraordinary life’s 
work of recovery and trans- 
mission of the Gaelic song, lit- 
erary and linguistic record. 
Sharing in the coterie which 
Compton Mackenzie had es- 
tablished at Northbay in Barra, 
Campbell himself stayed with 
the exceptional John Macpher- 
son, county councillor and post- 


master, known to all as the 
“CoddjT. 

With him, and other Barra 
notables such as NeO Sinclair, 
the Sgoilear Ruadh, and Annie 
and Caluxn Johnston, he began 
to explore this unusual world of 
the Hebrides, then still, as in his 
own words, “like the old High- 
lands of the early 19th century*’. 
Here Campbell became the pi- 
oneer of the modern collection 
and preservation of Gaelic song 
and story. He worked outside 
the conventional institutional 
framework of the universities, 
which arguably has given his 
work a freshness of approach in 
the study of Gaelic literature 
and history. 

With Compton Mackenzie, 
John Lome Campbell took an 
interest in the political and 
economic life of the Outer He- 
brides and together they found- 
ed the Sea League, which took 
its title from the 19th-century 
Land League and its philosophy 
and dynamic from the fishery 
policies of Norway, Iceland and 
the Fheioes. They called for (he 
closure of the Minch to trawlers 
in order to safeguard the liveli- 
hoods of Hebrideans deriving 
from traditional drift-net and 
long-line fishery. 

Campbell's own robust com- 
ment on the episode delivered 
hr 1975 sums up some of hts own 
convictions on Scottish political 
life: 

Personally I have never been more 
thoroughly convinced of the justice 
of any cause than I was of the Sea 
League. The situation was a revela- 
tion of the attitude of the Westmin- 
ster government and the Scottish 
Office towards the Hebrides. The is- 
lands were despised because they 
were poor, and they were poor be- 
cause their economic interest in the 
greatest source of wealth accessible 
to them, the sea, had been sacrificed 
to those of the English trawling 
monopolies. 

When later he published 
Macpherson’s Tales of Barra, 
told by the Coddy in 1960, he ra- 
tionalised his approach to mod- 
em Celtic studies as “getting 
inside the tradition" and the 
need of the student (like him- 
self) to leant, not the stilted lan- 
guage of the litterateurs and the 
grammarians, but a dialect of 
Gaelic, since ‘The dialects of the 
Outer Hebrides arc more vig- 
orous than the modem literary 
language, and contain many 
words and expressions that are 
not in the printed dictionaries". 
Over a period of about 30 years 
of perseverance and intense 
dedication, he amassed a sound 
recording archive of some 1,500 
Gaelic songs and 350 folktales. 
Approximately one-tenth of 
the recordings have been pub- 
lished, for example the 135 
wauOting songs in three volumes 
of Hebridean Folksongs edited 
as a collaborative effort with 
Francis Collinson from 1966 
until 1981. 

Campbell was also a pio- 



•Cattlng Inside the t radi tion *: Campbell became the pioneer of the modem codection and preservation of Scottish G oo B c soi^ and story 


neer of technical methodology. 
His recording work advanced in 
step with contemporary devel- 
opments; beginning with an 
Ediphone Recorder using wax 
cylinders, he progressed to a 
Presto Disc Recorder, both ob- 
tained in New York as state-of- 
the-art equipment He would 
often recall ruefully the diffi- 
culties and suspicion which be 
met with in trying to gel his 
equipment (which has achieved 
so much for our culture) 
through the bureaucracy of 
customs. 

Latterly, when magnetic tape 
recorders became the norm, 
Campbell used a Grundig Tape 
Recorder and a Phillips 
Portable Recorder. Working 
alone in the field, he gained 


some recognition of the im- 
portance of his task with a two- 
year grant of £250 from the 
Leverhulme Foundation in 
1949. 

The linking of Scotland and 
Nova Scotia was another facet 
of Campbell's innovative ap- 
proach to Gaelic studies. Hav- 
ing begun productive recording 
work in Barra and South Uist 
in 1936-37, he then visited east- 
ern Canada and Cape Breton in 
particular to discover the Gael- 
ic oral tradition among the 
descendants of 18th- and 19th- 
century emigrants very much 
alive even after a separation of 
over 100 years. Single-minded, 
but never narrow, he also 
recorded the history and tradi- 
tions of the Micmac Indians, the 


aboriginal inhabitants of the 
Maritime Provinces, while he 
was in Nova Scotia. The signif- 
icance of Cape Breton for Gael- 
ic tradition was, in his own 
words, as “a Highland commu- 
nity where there are no lairds" 
and its richness is reflected in 
his own recently published 
Songs Remembered in Exile 
(19*)). 

Wishing to play a more active 
part in Hebridean affairs, John 
Lome Campbell adopted the 
persona of laird and fanner 
when he bought the islands of 
Canna and Sanday in 1938, 
midway in the Minch between 
the mountainous seaboard to 
the east and the Outer Hebrides 
of the Uists and Barra to the 
wesL He would observe that, on 


a very dear day, the hills of 
Donegal can be seen from 
the highest point of the islan d. 
The spatial and temporal drde 
was complete, uniting the an- 
cient culture province of me- 
dieval Scotland which so few 
have had the knowledge and 
imagination to grasp. 

From the mid-1950s, Camp- 
bell was a tireless advocate of 
the need for public and acade- 
mic recognition of the impor- 
tance of the oral culture of the 
Scottish G f dd he a lt achd. He was 
one of the main instigators of 
FIOS, the Folklore Institute of 
Scotland (and its President 
from 1947), whose main objec- 
tive was to lobby for official 
recognition of the importance 
and value of the Gaelic oral tra- 


- Campbell was the author^ 
16 books and a great many r 
tides, but one or two of ms r 
Search topics stand Out for tb^ 
continuing contribution |J 
Celtic studies- Gaelic stories tdj 
en down from dictation oh 
recorded on the Ediphone 0 
South Uist and Barra betwefl 
1933 and. 1938 were publish^ 

privately in Sia Sgialachdan i 

1939. This book drew the i- 
tention of the Irish FdlkkF 
Commission to the HebridS 
and they sent Cal inn MacLeft 
to cany out recording wo* 
on their behalf, an imtiati? 
which undoubtedly helped > 

E pt the subsequent este- 
em of the School f 
Scottish Studies. 

Campbell traced the liters 
remains and lost Gaelic fbUdo-' 
collection of Fr Allan McDo- 
aJd (1859-1905), parish priesbf 
Daliburgh and Briskay, ad 
much of this corpus has ben 
published. His reappraisal >f 
the work of Marjory Kemrey 
Eraser (1837-15130). author >f 
Songs of the Hebrides whih 
bad “popularised" Gaelic fot- 
song, continues to have ramu- 
cationsfor the understanding >f 
traditional folksong. 

No celebration of Camj- 
beQ’s life could omit bis ma- 
nage of 60 years to Margaret 
Rrc Shaw of Glen Shaw, Penn- 
sylvania, whom he met in Soufc 
Uist in 1934 where she was cd - 
leering traditional Gaelic soogt- j 
This rare partnership brought 
together her musical talent? 
with his lexical skills, creating 
the treasure-house of their lives 
and work in Canna. 

The Isle of Canna was pro 
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dition in Scotland and the ur- 
gent need for support in or- 
ganising the recording of it by 
modem methods. 

He himself developed the 
case for systematic collection of 
Gaelic folksong on a properly 
organised basis, preferably by 
the endowment of a body in 
Scotland simil ar to the Irish 
Folklore Commission. The ef- 
forts of the Folklore Institute of 
Scotland together with other in- 
terested parties led to the cre- 
ation of the School of Scottish 
Studies at Edinburgh University 
in late 1951. In contributing 
to the founding of this new 
archive, he endowed it with 
copies of more than 300 of 
his own wire recordings of 
traditional song. 


to the National Thist for Scot- [ 
land in 1981, together with his 
library, archives and sound 
recordings. This gift of his life’s 
work to Scotland was a gesture 
of enormous magnanimity and 
it is to be hoped that an out- 
come can be devised to realise 
and reflect his vision. 

Undoubtedly Canna with its 
wealth of resources could be- 
come a place erf pilgrimage and 
a centre for advanced scholar- 
ly research in Celtic studies. 
Here we would be made aware 
of a reorientation of Scottish 
histoiy from east coast, lowland, 
to west coast, Hebridean; and 
towards a baroque grandeur of 
Highland history where the 
source is not the product of a , 
hostile Edinburgh and West - 1 
minster bureaucracy but an un- 
realised store ranging from the 
rich oral literature of an ancient I 
people to distant European J 
archives. i j 

Hugh Cheape ] 

John Lome Campbell, Scottish ' 
Gaelic scholar bom Argyll 1 Oc- : 

tober 1906; FRSE 1989; OBE j 
1990; married 1935 Margaret - 
Fay Shaw; died near Fiesole, , 
Italy 25 April 1996. 


David Kelsey 


Rafael Orozco 


"Oh. no. Kcls. I don't think so 
- a bit aver the top." David 
Kelsey, actor, director, play- 
wright and adaptor, had such a 
relish for the stage as a dramatic 
medium - such a feeling for the 
theatre theatrical - that it was 
almost instinctive for him to at- 
tempt a boldness of gesture, a 
roundness of delivery and a ro- 
bustness of manner which by to- 
day’s standards struck an 
altogether too aciorty note. 

Kelsey had the build, the 
voice, the presence and the 
personality: but in a theatrical 
era mm mg swiftly under the in- 
fluence of television, the op- 
portunities to strut and fret 
were diminishing nightly, and 
they came mainly in musicals. 

It was in that old warhorse. 
Robert and Elizabeth (Lyric. 
1964). written by’ Ron Grainer 
(tunes) and ftonald Millar 
(words), that Kelsey probably 
had his finest hour, or at least 
his most widely remembered 
since he was to spend most of 
bis career running various reps 
in the hey day of the subsidised 
post-war revival of the repertory 
movement. 

He played Mr Macrcady, 
Kean’s great rival, and some of 
us suspected that in the timing 
of the famous Macready pause 
Kelsey out-paused Macready 
himself. And why not? If one 
could not go over' the top as Mr 
Macready in a West End musi- 
cal as "emotional" as the 



Kelsey: out-pausing Macready 

Millar- Grainer hit about the se- 
cret passion of two great poets. 
Elizabeth Moulton-Barrett and 
Robert Browning, what was 
the theatre for? 

In Wendy Toye’s production 
Kelsey sensed that the atmos- 
phere was ripe for ripeness. So 
he let rip. One nighL however, 
the interpreter of the master of 
the stagy pause was himsel f giv- 
en pause - indeed everybody 
was - when a spectator In the 
royal box at the Lyric interposed 
his own critical comment. 

It came while Kelsey’s 
Macready was questioning the 
quality of a play Browning had 
written. When Keith Michell’s 
Browning insisted that it was “a 
good play" and Macready con- 
tradicted him, an American 
voice barked from the outer 
darkness: “It u a good play!" 


Such unexpected support for 
the poet's dramaturgy created 
a distraction for several minutes 
since the spectator repeatedly 
contradicted Macready’s criti- 
cism until a mender of the stage 
staff went up to the playgoer, 
who promptly left. 

Had Kelsey himself inadver- 
tently incited the incident dur- 
ing the ran of his previous 
West End show, a short-lived, 
intimate revue which satirised 
American values and attitudes? 
Stnen-Bob-A-Buck, which had 
transferred from Hampstead 
to the Comedy, may have got 
the bird from the critics for the 
crudeness of its satire, but 
Kelsey had stolen a notice or 
two. 

"Paying customers, if any, will 
find what pleasure they can in 
the well-bred, languid em- 
barrassments of David Kelsey," 
said one; and “David Kelsey 
strikes a succession of stage- 
Engiish attitudes which are of- 
ten very funny," wrote another. 

Widely respected in the pro- 
fession as a versatile and sym- 
pathetic character actor - 
ranging from MaKolio. Archie 
Rice and She dock Holmes to 
Trigorin in The Seagull, Profes- 
sor Higgins in My Fair Lady and 
Crockcr-Harris in The Brown- 
ing Version, Kelsey also held 
posts as resident director at the 
Northcott, Exeter, the Theatre 
Royal, Plymouth, the Royal, 
Northampton, and the Mar- 


lowe, Canterbury, and helped to 
found a touring troupe, Bar- 
oque Theatre Company, which 
gave work to newly qualified 
actors and technicians. 

No one understood better the 
value of the largely under- 
rated reps, and Kelsey seems to 
have worked as actor or direc- 
tor at most of them, from Pit- 
lochry to Plymouth, Bromley to 
Basingstoke, Manchester to 
Newbury. In a recent tour of 
The Boy Friend he played the re- 
doubtable Percy and staged a 
tour of his own musical about 
Elsie and Doris Waters called 
Gert 'n' Daisy. 

Other writings ranged from 
a stagy vehicle for the late - and 
some said great - Sonia Drcs- 
del as a snarling elocutionist. 
Game for Two or More Players 
(Farnham, 1973) to an im- 
probable funeral-parlour farce. 
Now Here's a Funny Thing! (Ex- 
eter, 1976); but if his pieces 
rarely struck gold they were nev- 
er less than actable, especially 
for players unafraid to go “over 
the top”. 

Among more recent touring 
productions were revivals of the 
American musical Bamum , 
Priestley's 7 Have Been Here 
Before , and the pantomime 
Cinderella (King’s, Edinburgh). 

Adam Benedick. 

David Kelsey, actor, director and 
playwright : bom 16 June 1932: 
died 4 April 1996. 


The Spanish pianist Rafael 
Orozco was one of the most 
strikingly original talents to 
emerge on the international 
concert scene in the Sixties. 

His earliest musical influ- 
ences were his father and his 
aunt, from whom he received 
his first piano lessons. He was 
bom in Ctirdoba in 1946; at 13 
he entered the Consetvatorio 
Superior in Madrid, and on 
graduating was fortunate to 
find in the Bulgarian pianist 
Alexis Weissenberg, who was 
then living in Spam, an out- 
standing teacher and mentor. 
Concerts in Spain and prizes at 
competitions there and in Italy 
followed, but it was not until 
1966 when, at the age of 20. he 
won first prize at the Leeds In- 
ternational Piano Competition, 
that the possibility of making a 
world-wide career presented 
itself, and the following dec- 
ade saw him performing and 
recording extensively. 

The years following a big 
break -as winning first prize at 
Leeds was in the Sixties - are 


that he coped so superbly with 
these challenging fears. He al- 
ways gave credit to Tfeny Har- 
rison tor managing his career so 
carefully at this time and to the 
Italian pianist and teacher 
Maria Cuirio-Diamond for her 
unconditional support and out- 
standing musical advice. He 
appeared regularly with nearly 
all the major orchestras under 
conductors including Baren- 
boim, Maazel, Muti, Previn, 
Qiailiy and Comxnissiona, but 
always singled omtiw many per- 
formances with Giulinr in, 
amongst other places , London, 
Chicago, New York and Berlin, 
and at the Edinburgh Festival, 
as being of particular impor- 
tance to him during these years. 

Orozco had the most formi- 
dable command of the instru- 
ment, and on those occasions 
when everything fell into place 
the results were electrifying; 
the savage glitter of the Second 
Prokofiev Concerto suited him 
perfectly and he succeeded as 
few others in uncovering the 
musical and emotional polypho- 


full of pitfalls; new repertoire, ny of Rachmaninov’s Third, 
particularly concertos, must be This was pianism of great drs- 
learnt quickly and then per- tinction and commitment; his 


mu ot pi nans; new repertoire, 
particularly concertos, must be 
learnt quickly and then per- 
formed for the first time in the 
harsh critical Light of the con- 
ceit halls, then straight in to the 
recording studio where the re- 
sults are compared favourably 
or otherwise with veterans and 
peers alike. It said much for 
Orozco's talent and dedication 


steely- fingered articulation set 
him apart 

Orozco never really liked 
living in London, which was his 
base after winning Leeds, and 
in 1974 moved first to Paris then 
a few years later to Rome. 


where be settled in a beautiful 
apartment overlooking the Tre- 
vi fountain. He later felt that 
although personally much hap- 
pier, he bad perhaps made the 
break with London too soon, 
and by the early Eighties, 
though still performing exten- 
sively, a quieter period in his 
professional life set in; though 
this may not have been by de- 
sign, it finally gave him time to 
study and think more deeply 

composers^he 8, ^ad*hlSerto 
avoided - notably Schubert. 
The results were beautiful and 
the concerts and recordings 
from these last years form the 
high-point of his musical 
achievement. The internation- 
al critical acclaim for the Schu- 
bert works (the posthumous B 
Hat Sonata and Wanderer Fan- 



Orosco: electrifying 


tasia), AJbenids Iberia and the 
complete piano music of Falla 
touched him and brought him 
great personal satisfaction. 

It is these recordings to- 
gether, perhaps, with the com- 
plete works for piano and 
orchestra of Rachmaninov.' 
made earlier in his career, that 
will give future generations 
some idea of what made Rafael ' 
Orozco’s playing special: pi- 
anistic refinement, colour, sen- - 
sitivity to balance and pedalling. - 
together with a remarkable 
ability to maintain control of a - 
plethora of notes with elegance • 
and what might seem like ease 
but was really the result of a : 
very dear musical intelligence, 
concentration and hard work .' t 
He was a delightful person - ’ ’ 
very Andalusian in both ap- 
pearance and temperament - ■: 
and a warm, generous and sup-?. ', 
portive colleague, as I person-: : : 
ally experienced on many , 
occasions. He listened to oth-V 
ers with interest and perception,; 5 
showing infectious joys and en- ! ! 
thosiasm in front of good play-lJ 
ing and a cool contempt for the !i i 
second-rate and shabby that 5 
he felt was all too often offered H 
to the public. Lj 

His final concerts were in tj 
Japan last November. 1 

Peter B hhell | 

Rafael Orozco Flores, pianist : B 
bean Cdrdoba, Spain 24 January ] 
1946; died Rome 24 April 1996. J 


BIRTHS 

HARPER-DONNELLYtOa 26 April in 
fligim . to Sarah and Piter, j dough- 
icT, Caroline Emma, a sister lor 
Imogen and Giles. 

DEATHS 

EVANS: John H« bom Hasliocdea 
17-V/20. worked for NHS in Lan- 
cashirc, Bath. Winchester and Dart- 
ford. Died suddenly at home in 
Sever cooks on 23 April 1996. Missed 
by Cecilia, PauL Ann-Maric. Kate. 
Josephine. Branch and many others. 
Requiem mass at Si Thomas of Can- 
terbury, Sew: nooks, on 2 May 1 996 at 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


noon. Followed by interment beside 
his much-missed children Janet and 
Damian ai Sr Mary’s and Blcacd John 
Southwonb, Samtesbmy. near Pre- 
ston. on 5 May 19^0 at -pm. Dona- 
tions to Cheshire Home at Chipstead, 
da Francis Chappell. -7 Liwdoo 
Rood. Scwnooks. 


licit M flraAM) Ihuw. IhwidL Bute* 
ftnk, Lroi«»it snJ K F^ifhtxVc. nlMwb 

■J Rota! Gala E«rfm*! hi ihc TLmn Hal Lunpiwl 

Changing of the Guard 
The 1l:<aicbL<U Cjuln MuualcJ Koiimcal 
BMmn Ita Queen's life QianJ x fkraOuarts 
1 1 an. F L'mqisn Soxi (Juvdi mab Uk 
m Palace, I [JKha. 

Itml piuaukJ t» ilir Trail i honK 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr R. Jl Bolton 
and Miss H. M. Tbearie 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Helen, elder daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Brian Tbearie. of Newport, 
Isle of 'Wight, and Richard, elder son 
of Mr and Mrs John Bolton, of 
Hadley Wood, Hertfordshire. 

Birthdays 

Maj-Gcn David Alcxander-Sinclair, 
69; Dr Ruben Anderson, Director, 
Bril is h Museum. 52; Air Chief Mar- 
sha) Sir John Bansdough. 78: Mr 
Theodore Bikel, aoor. 72; Professor 
Neil Buxton. Vice-Chancellor. Uni- 
versity of Hertfordshire. 56; The 
Right' Rev Bruce Cameron. Bishop 
of Aberdeen and Orkney. 56; Sir 


Hugh Cortazzi, former diplomat, 
72; Dr Ian Evans, Head Master, Bed- 
ford School, 48; Mr Alastair Forbes, 
journalist and writer, 7& Mr Jon 
Fruikk chairman. Halifax Building 
Society, 64; Mr Peter Foster, archi- 
tect, 77; Sir Campbell Fraser, former 
chairman. Scottii] Television, 73; Sir 
James Hamilton, former Rama nenl 
Under- Secretary of State, Depart- 
ment of Education and Science, 73; 
Dr Patrick Hllleiy, former President 
of the Irish Republic, 73; Professor 
Sir Robert Hcmeycombe, metallur- 
gist, 75; Mr Engelbert Humperdinck, 
rock singer, 60; Mr Clive Jenkins, 
trade union leader, 70: Mr Michael 
Kaser, economist, and General Ed- 
itor, International Economic Asso- 
ciation, 70; Mr Brian Lara, cricketer, 
27; Dr Malcolm Upkin, com p oser. 
64; Miss Kggy Mourn, actress, Stfc Mr 
John Neville, actor, 71; Air Marshal 
Sir Inn Pedder. 70; Mrs Dawn Pri- 


marok> ME 42; Lord Silsoe QC, bar- 
rister, 66; Sir Ronald Sinclair, fanner 
judge, 93; Dame Nancy Snaggc, for- 
mer director, WRAP, 90; Dr Ben- 
jamin Spock, child care specialist. 93; 
Mr David Sucfaet, actor, 50; Mr 
Alan TUdunaoh. broadcaster, 47, Mr 
Jimmy White, snooker player, 34; 
Lord Woolf, a Lord of Appeal in 
Ordinary. 63. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Catherine the Great, Empres 
of Russia, 1729; Sir Humphry Rcp- 
too, landscape architect, 1752; John 
Gall, novelist, 1779; Jerome Klapfca 
Jerome, writer, 1859; Baton Manfred 
von Richthofen, aviator, 1892; Hzx^ 
ry Lillis "Bing" Crosby, rigger. 1904. 
Deaths Leonardo da Vinci, painter, 
sculptor and scientist, 1519; Louis- 
Charles Alfred dc Musset, play- 
wright, 1857; Nancy, Viscountess 


Astor. politician. 1964; John Edgar 
Hoover, director of the FBI, 1972; Sir 
Michael Murray Hordem, actor. 
1995. On this day: the Authorised 
Version (King James) of the Bible 
was published, 1611; in Germany, 
trade unions were banned, 1933; 
Queen Elizabeth II sailed from 
Southampton an her maiden voyage, 
1969. Tbday is the Feast Day of St 
Athanasius, Saints Exsuperius or 
Heqnus and Zoe. Sr Mefidd^ StTJF 
tan of Fosses, St Waldebert and St 
Wiborada. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Tbm Parsons, 
“Spring Chickens (i)t Veronese. 
Ovist addressing a greeting WbnwT, 
lpm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Ranees 
Homan, ‘James GiDray's Subverted 
In l e riots", 1.10pm. 


London School of Economics, Lon- 
don WC2: Professor Michael Wait- 
er, "Regimes of Tolerance", 330pm. 
Enter University: Lord Alexander 
of Weedon QC “Busness^ adial is its 
role in society?". 6pm. 

University College London, Lon- 
don WC1; Professor Maria Fitzger- 
ald, "Painful Be ginnin gs: studies in 
foetal and infirm sensation", 5 JOpm. 

Royal Society of LUeratare, London 
W2; Jenny Uglow, “Fielding. Grab 
Street and Gimuy Wharf: some be- 
ginnfngs of literary journalism", 7pm. 

Luncheons 

Newspaper Society 

The Prime Minister, Mr Joim Major 

MP. was the guest of honour and 

speaker at the ACM luncheon of the 
Newspaper Society held yesterday at 

the London Hitton, London Wl. Mr 


Geoffrey Cope man. President of 
the Society, was the host 

Women of the North 

Lady Elizabeth Cavendish and Mr 
E dwino Cony MP attended the 31st 
Women of the North fund-raising 
lusdteon held yesterday at the Im- 
perial Hotel, Blackpool Ms Linda 
Lee Potter and Ms Hazel Townson 
were the speakers. 

Dinners 

Gresham College 

Sir Peter Middleton delivered the 
Grotem Sp«Mal Lecture. “Banking 

SuT evening at GuDd- 

halL London EC2, and was the ores 
a * a §van 

“towards at Barnard's Inn Hall 

^ Baden- 

W»reU. Chairman of the Council of 
urcsnam College. 
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Girls are beating boys in exams. Young women have moved 
into former male preserves like the professions. Feminism has 
brought greater equality. But is it also leading more women to 
resort to physical violence? Rebecca Fowler reports 

T ing oldneighPour, in which they strangled her and Tank Girl both portrayed younger 

u Aid nhwimi S^!22 * ** **““• ^ who tortured women who seized their independence 
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using physical violence against their 
own sex. We have come to expect violence 
trom boys. We had better get used to more 
oi it from girls. 

Scant details have emeiged of the events 
that led up to Louise Allen 13, lifeless, 
being rushed to hospital, reportedly after 
she was set upon by a group of girls “like 
a pack of animals” after she left a funfair 
dose lo her home in Corby, Northamp- 
tonshire, on Monday evening. Even in a 
violent age the news of her death was met 
with disbelief. 

For the community who knew Louise, 
-lier death is being treated as a terrible 
• And isolated tragedy that has shaken the 
Roman Catholic school where she was a 
popular pupil. But it is bound to fuel con- 
cern over the increasing evidence that 
young girls are more violent, often to one 
another, than women of older genera- 
tions. Of course, it is a myth that girls are 
Jitilc angels. Traditionally, they con- 
trolled their patch of the playground with 
manipulation and verbal abuse, includ- 
ing spreading rumours and excluding 
members of a group. But. until recently, 
they had not resorted widely to physical 
violence. 

The rise in violent female crime and the 
increase in reports of female bullying sug- 
gest that girls are using violence with 
almost as much enthusiasm as boys. 
Women's lives have been transformed by 
a growing sense of equality with men, yet 
it is as if the next generation of women are 
taking up some of the darkest aspects of 
male behaviour and making it part of their 
own response to their fuistra lions and 
fears. 

In the past five years female violent 
crime has risen by 12 percent, four times 
the rate among men, and offences involv- 
ing women carrying out assault, robbery, 
murder and drug-related crimes has 
increased by 250 per cent since 1973. 
Although the numbers remain small, 
with 9,500 women found guilty of violence 
against another person in 1994 com- ■ 
pared to 5,300 in 1984, a clear pattern is 
^merging: women are becoming more 
violent. 

Most disturbing are the signs of 
increased violence among younger women 
who, at the most extreme level, are fann- 
ing menacing American-style gangs on 
some inner-city housing estates. (Elizabeth 
Hurley, the " actress and model was 
famously mugged by such a gang in Lon- 
don last year.) In a survey by Demos , the 
independent think-tank, it emerges that in 
the 15 to 17 age group, girls are more likely 
to lake pleasure in violence than boys, sug- 
gesting that we may have a new generation 
of female aggressors in the making. 

Among the most disturbing recent cases 
were two 17-year-old girls who earned out 
a vicious attack in 1992 on their 70-year- 


old neighbour, in which they strangled her 
with a dog chain; two women who tortured 
and burned a 16-year-old girl to death in 
Manchester; and a host of recent crimes 
in America, from where the trend of 
female gangs has already to started to 
catch on. 

Kidscape, a child protection charity, has 
seen an increase in the number of rails 
from girls who are the victims of violent 
attacks by other girls. The charity received 
80 reports of violence in 1993, which rose 
to 97 in 1994 and to 119 in 1995, varying 
from kicking and pushing to one group 
attack in which a girl was pinned down in 
the showers by classmates who pushed a 
bar of soap into her amis. 

Michel Elliott, director of Kidscape, 
says young women are getting a confusing 

Though women are 
becoming more 
violent, there is not yet 
a culture of violence 
like that which thrives 
among boys 

message: “A lot of girls think that to be 
emancipated one acts like a boy. There is 
a whole genre of films in which the hero- 
ine is violent," she says. “Combined with 
t hat, we don't explain the consequences of 
violence to girls in the same way that we 
do to boys, because we don’t think we need 
to. They see someone get kicked in a film 
and get up. They don’t understand the 
consequences." 

The cultural backdrop in which women 
are portrayed as more assertive, and more 
aggressive, began to change most notably 
in the early Nineties. The film Thelma and 
Louise , in which two friends reap a trail 
of revenge against violent and oppressive 
men, appealed to an older generation of 
women who have fought for a hard-won 
sense of equality. Ms Elliott. is among 
those who believe it conveys ambiguous 
messages to younger girls: “There is a 
tremendous role confusion for girls, but 
look at the rede models we are giving them. 
We've gone from Doris Day to Drew Bar- 
rymore with a gun in Bad Girls. This is 
women trying to be more like men, but 
instead of taking the best traits, like 
assertiveness, they’ve gone for the worst: 
violence." 

Women have always been portrayed as 
talented practitioners of evil, but it is as if 
Lady Macbeth has finally taken up the dag- 
ger herself. Thelma and Louise was fol- 
lowed by a host of films with subversive, 
violent heroines including Basic Instinct , 
The Last Seduction and Single White 
Female. More recently. Heavenly Creatures 
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and Tank Girl both portrayed younger 
women who seized their independence 
through violence. 

The 2,000-strong Demos survey of 18 to 
34-year-olds made it dear that women had 
become more assertive. They are just as 
likely to travel, rock-climb and bungee- 
jump as men. There are now more female 
solicitors under 30 than male, and gradu- 
ally women are ascending to the lop posi- 
tionsin their professions. Women have also 
won the basic right lo equal opportunities 
in work and education, something that was 
unheard of half a century ago. 

But for a generation of women who have 
inherited the fruits of feminism there is a 
risk of also taking on the most negative 
aspects of a society once controlled exclu- 
sively by men. Heart disease and alcohol- 
ism are rising in women, female harass- 
ment against men is also on the Increase, 
and the early evidence suggests the con- 
nection between violence and poverty is as 
strong in women as it is in men. 

Nick Wlnkfield, a partner in MORI, the 
opinion polling organisation, which con- 
ducted the research for Demos, says: 
“Women in the lower social groups are 
much more tolerant of violence ana more 
willing to use force to get what they want, 
compared to well-off women." 

Women who have committed atrocious 
and notorious crimes, from Myra Hindi ey 
to Rosemary West, have been dismissed as 
so tar beyond the pale that it is impassible 
to draw conclusions from their actions. Bui 
tbe steady increase in violent crimes among 
women, especially those in their teens, is 
forcing a reassessment of the relationship 
between women, violence and power. 

Those who work with children believe 
that the most si gnifican t factor in the rise 
in female crime is the exposure of all young 
people to violence. Peter Wilson, director 
of Young Minds, which campaigns for chil- 
dren’s mental well-being explained: 
“Women may have become more 
assertive, but across the genders violence 
is often the response to a violent upbring- 
ing, combined with the fact that children 
are now exposed to a host of violent 
images on television.” 

Despite the increase in female violence, 
it is significant that girls are sttU reluctant 
to be known to be violent. Research at 
Sheffield University into bullying among 
7,000 children suggests that girls are just 
as likely to use physical violence when they 
are bullied as boys, but they are ashamed 
to admit to it- Although women are becom- 
ing more violent, there is not yet tbe equiv- 
alent of the macho culture of violence 
which thrives among boys. That reluctance 
to boast about violence may offer some 
hope of containing the rise in female 
aggression. Bui the statistics suggest that 
female violence may well be here to stay 
- in which case the playground is set to 
become an even more frightening place 
than it already is. 



Bitter fruit? American gang violence has Influenced girl gangs in Britain 
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How women are becoming more aggressive 


number of vromen 
offenders (thousands) 
10 


Convictions and cautions 


Violence against 
' the person 


Taking pleasure in violence 




> Burglary 


1984 85 


•The Index was derived 
from responses to 
questions aslved of 
15H people m 1994. 
Questions asked 
included: ’Do you agee 
that violence can 
sometimes be 
exciting?", 'Do you 
agree that it is 
acceptable to use 
physical force to get 
what you want?". 
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So, what’s new, 

I poltergeist? 

■ Should you ever be so unlucky as to fall 
• prey to a poltergeist, rest assured on one 
score. Even in tbe shady world of the 
paranormal good taste still prevails. 

The Phantom of the Open on Ice , the 
glitzy musical production currently 
touring the country on skates, has, I 
hear, been plagued by a mysterious 
curse - the phantom of The Phantom. 

* Just before the opening night last 
■November, tbe generator brokedown 
and m«rirai equipment was stolen. Ine 
curse struck again in South sea, when 
the refrigeration inexplicably packed 

up - no minor snag for a production 
staged entirely on ice. Most recently 
the poor, beleaguered production man- 
ager's new bicycle was stolen. 

When the show reached the capital 



discovered, to his cost, while making 
hie latest movie. The film, a student 
saga set in the J9S0s, is currently 
being shot In Camden, north London. 
Most of the action takes place in a flat 
above a Chinese restaurant All well 
and good, so far, but it seems that 
Tj-igh, a stickler for realism, had taken 
it a step too far. 

The Chinese restaurant set, with its 
impeccably researched Eighties prices 
on display, has proved irresistible to 
the good folk of Camden. Passers-by, 


spotting the uncommonly cheap 
eateiy, could scarcely believe their eyes 
- or their luck. Word quickly spread, 
and enraged rival local Chinese restau- 
rateurs soon complained about unfair 
competition - and reported the illegal 
business to the council. In turn, Cam- 
den fired off a letter berating the 
owner of the premises for not having 
a licence. Stand by for Leigh’s next 
supremely well researched movie - 
about warring inner-city Triad gangs 
and uppity council officials. 


uie vow » ~ ■ 

night before the show was due to open, , 

two huge trucks of equipment wwbr^ . 


— 

rink spirited away. 
Catastrophe! Exner- 


flown from Glasgow 
saved the day -but 
one mystery 

remained. 

Why were aQ the 

cassettes of the 
musical's music, 
aim stashed in the 
track, not taken? There can be only one 
answer. Phantom’s composer is one 
Roberto Danova-a man responsible for 
writing hits tot, among others, Engelbert 
Humperdinck and Ibm Jones (above). 
Evidently even poltergeists have some 
musical standards. 


a Life is sweet and sour 
* for Mike Leigh . 

Even eminent film makers can be too 
authentic for their own good, I am 
afraid. So the director Mike l<cigh has 
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Inspirational India 

Hie late entries of Mobamed al- Fayed 
(below} and Sir James Goldsmith into 
Britain’s party political race have set all 
Icmrfq of alarm bells ringing in high 
places. Are eccen- 
tric billionaire 
businessmen going 
to hjjack oar great 
democracy, in 
another sorry step 
down the road to 
US-style elections? 

Nonsense! We 
should. Eagle Eye 
believes, take heart 



- and hope, one day that they will bring 
us the kind of electoral choice enjoyed 
by the lucky citizens of India. The sub- 
continent’s current polls feature, among 
others, a eunuch promising better living 

conditions for India’s third sex, a low- 
caste sweeper standing ou a platform for 
h ringing hack opium cultivation, and a 
Hare Krishna holy man who will, if suc- 
cessful, throw out an politicians over the 

age of 45. If we had choices like that in 
Britain, the polling booths for the local 
elections would, for once, be reaDy busy. 


Either way, they win 

The office of Fair Trading, the depart- 
ment charged with ensuring fair play for 
the consumer, clearly takes its role veiy 
seriously. Indeed, in a drive to maintain 
the highest standards of balance, il has 
recalled one Mark Kram to the press 
office after his two-year sojourn in 
another department. What better 
spokesperson for fairness than a man 
whose very name can be read both ways? 
Could it even be that his palindromic 
qualities were the key to his reappoint- 
ment? Thie to form, Mr Kram dedin ed 
to respond until he’d checked the proper 
direction, so to speak, of his reply. Then 

menu “^appointment showsthe even- 
handedness of the office.” 


Eagle Eye 
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Save money on your 
home insurance and spend 
a little extra on your home. 
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eagle star 


0800 333 800 

Phone for a frer qoocr wcduirei bam-Wpm. Saamljy ji-jiUNl- in Nurthwn IwbaJ. 
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When Britain 
fights for Europe 

T wo chapters in British military history bam next week, is that the WEU should 
are coming to their close. The Royal be “separable but not separate'' from 


X are coming to their close. The Royal 
Navy is planning lo enter a format if lim- 
ited" partnership with the French Navy, 
ending at least two centuries of maritime 
rivalry. The RAF, it was announced yes- 
terday. will close down in 2002 its final 
base 'in Germany, ending a presence 
unbroken since the Second World War. 

The two events arc. in one sense, quite 
distinct, in another sense, connected 
through an intriguing web of develop- 
ments in European security polity. 
Almost unnoticed in the vacuous. Euro- 
bailing atmosphere in Westminster. 
Britain has been playing a bashfully pos- 
itive European role in defence. 

There are three arguments for change. 
Everyone agrees on the need to revise 
political structures, doctrines and 
deployments designed to face a full- 
frontal threat from the Soviet Union 
that no longer exists. Everyone, or almost 
everyone, agrees on the need to respond 
to the new security challenges of a more 
muddled, but stilt dangerous world. The 
new challenges will largely consist of 
fire-fighting and peace-keeping in small 
regional conflicts. They demand a mod- 
em. flexible military, capable of rapid 
deployment and - crucially - dose co- 
operation with political allies, platoon by 
platoon and ship by ship. 

Finally, most European governments - 
yes. wen Britain - agree on the need to 
develop a specifically European security 
capacity, complimentary to Nato. not in 
competition with it. The failings of 
Europe's response in Bosnia make the 
case. There may once again be circum- 
stances in which European governments 
feel the need to commit troops but the 
United Slates docs not. 

A hugely important development has 
been the French decision to re-consider 
its 30-year alienation from the military 
wing of Nato. President Chirac has admit- 
ted. in effect, that years of French 
attempts to build a European defence pol- 
icy. in rivalry to Nato. have failed The 
new French "approach is to push for the 
creation of a European defence arm 
within Nulu. based on the hilhcrio mar- 
ginal Western European Union. The sug- 
gestion, to be discussed again by 
European defence ministers in Birming- 


ham next week, is that the WEU should 
be “separable but not separate'’ from 
Nalo. In other words, it should have the 
logistical, communications and transport 
assets needed to send European forces to 
a trouble zone, with the US blessing, but 
without US involvement. Britain gener- 
ally supports this policy. So, with some 
reservations, does the US. 

France wants to go further by giving 
overall control of WEU policies to EU 
summits. Britain vehemently opposes EU 
involvement in military matters. 

Nonetheless - quite against the popu- 
lar view of Anglo-French relations — the 
two principal military powers on the 
Continent see eye to eye on most secu- 
rity matters these days. A Fran co-British 
Air Group, with a small headquarters in 
Buckinghamshire, has been created to run 
joint air Lifts to trouble spots. The pro- 
posed Franco- British naval agreement wSI 
provide for something similar: formalis- 
ing procedures for command and control 
of joint maritime operations in support of 
trouble-shooting or peacekeeping 

AH of this may seem a far bugle call 
from Michael Portillo’s stirring speech to 
the Conservative Party conference in 
Blackpool last year in which he said 
Britain would never belong to a European 
army under an EU defence policy. His 
speech ignored the facts, and grossly 
misrepresented the spirit, of what Britain 
is doing in the real world. Mr Portillo has 
been defence secretary for 10 months: for- 
tunately, the Government’s pursuit of a 
more European defence policy appears to 
have carried on regardless. 

Britain tends to stress the bi-lateral, 
pragmatic nature of what is going on. 
France sees it as a step towards a Euro- 
pean defence identity. No matter. The 
result will be the same and entirety laud- 
able: to equip Europe with the military 
capacity to defend shared European for- 
eign policy goals. There is a wider lesson 
hoe: the “pragmatic" and “visionary” ver- 
sions of Europe's future are not necessarily 
at odds with each other. The Government 
should make more of these half-hidden 
European credentials, both at home and 
abroad. Its actions show that as far as 
defence is concerned at least Europe 
provides a more affordable and effective 
way to address modern security issues. 


Computer scams 


A laptop in every satchel, a Net link for 
every classroom, and a few hundred 
ihouvand cui -price PCs thrown in for good 
measure: Britain's politicians were falling 
over themselves at yesterday’s Curriculum 
2ixK» conference to describe their visions 
of a high-tech future for Britain's schools. 

According to research released yester- 
day by Olivetti, one in three British 
households own computers - a higher 
proportion than in France. Germany or 
the US. One of the aims of the “com- 
puter* in schools” movement is to make 
sore the other two-thirds arc not excluded 
from the age of the Internet as well. The 
politicians’ aims may he admirable: it is 
the means they propose to achieve them 
that arc suspect. 

Tony Blair wants even child to have 
acvvrv. to a laptop computer. Tire Deputy 
Prime Minister Michael Hcseltinc is con- 
sidering a discount deal for 250.UUU more 
PCs in schools. Mr Blair announced last 
autumn that BT would link schools to the 
Net for free. Mr Hesvitiue is rumoured 
to be considering an offer bv Rupert Mur- 
doch to provide schools with free satel- 
lite links to i he Net as well. 

They are right to encourage the private 
sector "to provide computer facilities at a 


discount, or even for free. These compa- 
nies will profit from Iheir access to the 
consumers of the future, and their par- 
ents. But it would be a huge mistake, if 
the hidden cost of the “free” satellites on 
school roofs and cables under tennis 
courts is the expansion of monopoly 
power over the high-tech markets of the 
future. The other side to Mr Blair's “BT 
deal" was that Labour was prepared to 
make it easier for BT to dominate the 
telecommunications market. Since then 
he has had to tone down the anti -com- 
petitive nature of the proposals. 

Mr Hcsckinc seems to have learnt no 
such lesson. Only weeks after be and Mur- 
doch reportedly met for lunch this spring, 
the Government proposed an amendment 
to the Broadcasting Bill that will allow 
Murdoch's News Corporation even more 
power in the media market. Could this be 
the price of those free satellites'? 

Both parties arc searching fur high-tedi 
policies for schools that don’t squeeze the 
taxpayer. But by the time BT and Mur- 
doch get their acts together, the cable 
television companies may already have 
connected the schools of the nation to the 
Net. without any incentive from govern- 
ment at all. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


a tar bugle call # m 

“SESfS The masterpieces at Kenwood need full-time curation 


Sin I am not a member of the 
Council of the Friends of Ken- 
wood and so cannot comment on 
the reported embargo on con- 
tacts between English Heritage 
and the Friends (report, 29 
April). As the person who pro- 
posed the motion at the Friends 
AGM relating to the absence of 
a full-time curator, however; I can 
try to clarity the situation. 

The preamble to the motion 
stated that the Friends have the 
highest o pinion of the flh flitips 
and devotion of the curators and 
all the staff associated with Ken- 
wood, and many of English Her- 
itage’s achievements at Kenwood 
to date. This remains the case. 

The discussion has, however, 
become too focused on person- 
alities. The principal point at 
issue is the downgrading of the 
role of expertise and scholarship 
in the running of Kenwood. That 

Housing rights 
for gay couples 

Sin The Government's determi- 
nation to oppose Glenda Jack- 
son’s amendment to the Housing 
Bill, which would have given 
cohabiting same-sex partners a 
legal right to succession of a ten- 
ancy, merely illustrates minis- 
ters’ steadfast refusal to concede 
equal legal rights to homosexual 
couples (“Late deal saves hous- 
ing bilT, 1 May). 

The Government must surety 
know that no form of “guidance" 
to local authorities can possibty 
take the place of legal protection 
for bereaved individuals, who, in 
the absence of a joint tenancy, will 
continue to live in fear of eviction 
in the wake of tbeir partner’s 
death. 

One hopes that Michael Brown 
and Edwina Currie - the two 
ostensibly “pro-gay” Tory MPs 
who were seduced by the argu- 
ment for guidelines instead of leg- 
islation on this issue, thus ensur- 
ing the amendment’s defeat - will 
now do some serious soul-search- 
ing. Come the general election, 
gay and lesbian voters may wish 
to punish their complacency. 

John Jackson 

London SW16 


English Heritage feels that a col- 
lection containing masterpieces 
by Rembrandt and Vermeer, 
Frans Hals and Cuyp can be left 
without a full-time curator bat 
not a full-time administrator/ 
fund-raiser speaks volumes for 
that organisation's values. 

Until recently scholar-adminis- 
trators have been m charge of the 
house. Their activities have been 
informed tty a deep understand- 
ing of Keuwood and its broader 
cultural context as well as by 
familiarity with administration, 
financial accountability and the 
wishes of the public. These attrib- 
utes have enhanced the quality of 
Kenwood and, through special 
exhibitions, its wider contribution 
to society. The lack’of the sfcffol- 
arty dimension on die pari of 
professional a dministra tors who 
are now in charge entails therisk 
that the building and its collections 


oonld lose their distinctive ndsons- 
d'Stre as a result of the over-nar- 
row application of administrative 
and financial principles. 

Jt is because the present situ- 
ation in Elen wood endangers 
both the expertise and authority 
of the curators and the character 
of the house and its collections 
that the Friends, led by George 
Levy, have expressed tbeir deep 
concern and foreboding to Eng- 
lish Heritage. I cannot believe 
that English Heritage can realty 
have “talked to I the Friends] 
about the issues” if none of then- 
representatives attended the 
Friends' council meeting. 

Peter Barber 
London N8 

Sin It is with concern and regret 
that I read of the row over the 
m anagenSeo* T "fof Kenwood 
(report, 29 April). 


Tradition of painted houses enriches our towns 


Sin Tm sorry that Colin Camp- 
bell (litters. 30 April) thinks the 
lilac-painted house is a sad case. 
While understanding the attrac- 
tion of dean stone houses it is a 
sad reflection on his taste simply 
to say that “you don't paint 
stone” 

In the north-west of Cumbria, 
my home ground, it is the con- 
vention rather than the exception 
to paint stone houses. Towns like 
Wjgton, Abbeytown and Aspatria 
are superb examples. There are 
many fine farm bouses finished in 
fabulously imaginative colour 

US terrorism 

Sir I see that the US has restated 
its list of nations that are sup- 
posed to be guilty of “state-sup- 
ported terrorism . Cuba, North 
Korea, Sudan, Libya, Iraq, Iran, 
and Syria. 

Many of us were taught that 
modesty is a virtue but I realty do 
think the US should not be so 
modest as to leave itself off the 
list 

John Gittins 
Cambridge 
The writer is Professor Emeritus 
of the University of Toronto, 
Canada 


combinations which speak vol- 
umes for the cultured taste of 
their owners. Wonderful sand- 
stone houses, many of them 300 
years old, painted in a wide range 
of colours, lilac included, not to 
mention pink, rich blues and 
every variation of cream and 
brown imaginable greatly enrich 
the quality of the town and rural 
scene. 

This is a tradition started long 
before Irving memory records 
and certain to be maintained. I 
am profoundly grateful for it. 

Our Norman forebears, the 


great masters of stone, were lav- 
ish painters of their cathedrals, 
outside as well as in. It was 
duller minds of perhaps more 
parsimonious times who stopped 
tainting. How much more attrac- 
tive would some of our great 
cities have been if their stone had 
been painted and not soot- 
ingrained black? If so, perhaps 
then they might have survived 
the post-war destruction. That 
realty was a matter to be sad 
about 

Mike Bell 
Leeds 


Irresponsible analysis of a murderer 


Trapped inside the wrong county 


T he legal world has been thrown 
into a turmoil by the victory »F 
■a Staffordshire man in the European 
Court of Justice. AH his life, Stafford- 
shire man Ken Qurtahlc has fought 
against being regarded its a Stafford- 
shire man and demanded lo be 
treated as, and described ;ls, a Shrop- 
shire man. Finally', his plea has been 
vindicated. The European Court of 
Justice has decreed that he car. In*, 
as, and he described as. a Shropshire 
man if he wants to. 

“I never wanted to he a Stafford- 
shire man." savs 51 -year- -id Ken. 
"All right, su I was bom there, and 
lYe lived there all my life, and I've 
cot a Staffordshire accent. and all iny 
relatives arc Staffs people, bui I've 
never fell one of them. Don't gel me 
wrong. I like Staffs people, and l 
respect them, and in many ways they 
lead a decent ordinary life, even if 
they have mucky back gardens, bin 
1'vc always fell mysell to be a Shrop- 
shire person inside. Not for me the 
dark, smoke towns of Staffordshire, 
the dull, flat landscape. Give me the 
rolling hills of Shropshire, with the 
mysterious border country redolent 
of the old Marcher barons, and the 
Welsh fastnesses beyond! I have the 
bodv of a Staffordshire man but 
inside I have the soul and the yearn- 



ings of a Salopian, and my spirit 
answers to the soul of Shropshire!" 

Well but is there so very much dif- 
ference between Staffs and Salop? 

“There speaks a man who knows 
not the territory." says Ken. “Would 
AE Housman have written *A 
Staffordshire Lad'? 1 Ibink dol And 
if he bad written ‘A Staffordshire 
Lad', would it have been the exquis- 
ite saga of loss and longing that .*1 
Shropshire Lad was? Noi so, I think." 

But surely Housman’s series of 
poems entitled A Shrvpsiiire Lad are 
in fact a gloomy, doomy series of 
hopeless looks back to an imagined 
past? His poetic world is all about 
soldiers being hanged and poachers 
being hanged and girls being jilted 
and love going sour and that sort of 
tiling, isn't it? At least “A Stafford- 
shire Lad” might have been a bit 
more cheerfuL At least Arnold Ben- 


nett, who was a genuine Staffordshire 
lad, did write iovigprzdingty about the 
Five Towns even if he took the first 
opportunity to move to London and 
never come back? 

“Ah. yes. the mysterious and redo- 
lent countryside of Shropshire!" says 
Ken Bartabic, oblivious to anything 
else. “Shrewsbury, that half-Welsh. 
half-English fortress, where the Sev- 
ern winds itself around the hilly 
town as if to protect iL A county of 
mysterious names like Wem and 
Rmion-EJeven-Towns. A county dot- 
ted in the north with the lakes they 
call meres, and in the south with 
grand features like Wcnlock Edge 
and the Long Mynd! There is my 
heart, not here in the stuffy suburbs 
of Stoke-on-Trent! And now at last I 
have won from the European Court 
of Justice the right to call mvsclf a 
Shropshireman." 

Yes, but have there ever realty 
been times when he has been hurt 
or degraded, fired or made redun- 
dant, because he has been offi- 
cially described as a Staffordshire 
man? 

“Not as such," he admits, “but 
when I see myself described in the 
paper as a Staffordshire man, it 
hurts me. It distresses me. It sullies 
me. It makes me feel used. Take this 
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headline here: ‘Staffordshire man 
Ken Bailable in pub brawl knocks 
out two, puts three more in hospital 7 . 
Well, I find that demeaning. Why 
can't they just say. ‘Would-be Shrop- 
shire mac Ken Bartable Goes 
Berserk’ or ‘Ken “CaD-me-SaJopian" 
Bartable wrecks pub’? Is that too 
much to ask?" 

Gosh. Did he, in feet, wreck a pub? 

“Yes." 

Why? 

“Because some bastard called 

me a Staffordshire nerd. I 
demanded that he apologise and 
call me a Shropshire nerd, but he 
wouldn’t." 

Already other cases are lining up 
for the Court of Justice. There is a 
man who lives in Newcastle but feels 
he has the soul of a Manchester 
United supporter, and wants legally 
to be registered as one. There is a 
man who has the soul of an accoun- 
tant even though he dances at 
Covent Garden Opera House, and 
wants to be reclassified as an 
accountant. And now, thanks to 
Ken Bartable, they may win their 
cases. 

Any last thoughts from newly 
accredited Shropshire man Bartable? 

“Yes. Thank God I'm not Welsh at 
least” 


Sin Dr Park Dietz, speaking for 
the FBI, has suggested that the 
individual who went berserk in 
Tasmania may have been influ- 
enced by media coverage of the 
Dunblane tragedy (report, 30 
April). If he has been accuratety 
reported, then it is alarming that 
a man so placed and likely to be 
heeded should irresponsibly give 
voice to such a banal view. 

This kind of murderer does not 
invent himself as the result of a 
TV programme or newspaper 
report, nor do his actions issue 
from an intellectual decision to 
emulate those of somebody else. 
They are the final eruption of a 

Tottenham’s 
rights issue 

Sin As financial adviser and 
underwriter to fottenham Hot- 
spur’s recent rights issue, I write 
regarding “Tottenham wastes 
some money” (26 April). 

Your article seems to suggest 
that iron-underwritten deep dis- 
count issues occur on a daily basis 
and that the Tottenham issue is 
a departure from normal prac- 
tice. 1 would suggest that such 
issues occur rarety and, when they 
do, are often associated with 
troubled corporates wrestling 
with financial difficulties ~ hardly 
a description which can be 
ascribed to the recent strong per- 
formance of our client. 

The total costs of the transac- 
tion are £355,000, including total 
underwriting commission of 
£154,000, representing 32 per 
cent of the gross proceeds of the 
issue. If you have any suggestions 
as to where Tottenham could 
have gone to guarantee raising 
film at a cheaper rate than that, 
Alan Sugar and I would be 
pleased to hear from you- 

Michael Cobb 
Director, Henry Ansbacher 
London EC3 


long process of disintegration 
which has been silently festering 
for years and is incapable of 
bang either promoted or pre- 
vented by the intervention of the 
media. 

To imagine that such a man can 
make up his mind to copy a mur- 
derer and so become one too is 
the sort of opinion one may 
expect to hear in the pub. Unfor- 
tunately one increasingly hears it 
from people like Dr Dietz, who 
should know better, bur whose 
level of analysis is often not much 
deeper. 

Brian Masters 
London W14 

Growing demand 
for PE colleges 

Sin You cover onty half the story 
“Finance crisis puts 50 colleges at 
closure risk’' (30 April). The 
pressure on further education 
colleges to reduce costs is cer- 
tainty very severe; in three years 
the Sheffield College has cut its 
unit costs by around 25 per cent 
in real terms. 

But worse is the fact tbar tire 


to fund continued expansion in 
many colleges whkh have met 
their growtii targets. Local demand 
foreducation and training e rising, 
the size of the school-leaver cohort 
is growing, and the economic 
imperative of improving educa- 
tional provision for people in 
employment is accepted. 

Yet the Sheffield College is 
poised to have to cat provision in 
some subject areas, to dose sites, 
and to shed staff. This crisis is 
largely of the Government’s mak- 
ing and emergency measures are 
now needed to avert ft. 

SebSchmoller 
Secretary, Natfhe: 
the University and 
College Lecturers’ Union 
Sheffield 
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I have visited it on and off for 
many years, taking visitors from 
both England and abroad. The 
staff invariably create an atmos- 
phere of cariog, courtesy and 
interest towards both the exhibits 
and tire visitors that is rare, 
indeed almost unique, today. In 
a # ti pp i the beautiful grounds 
and the spacious kitchens and 
domestic quarters now success- 
fully turned into a friendly and 
not too expensive place to eat. 
seemto reflect the care and con- 
cern which its builder. Judge 
Murray, showed in his judge- 
ments even "to a slave". 

It would be tragic if these 
qualities were to be eroded by an 
impersonal adrqgastratkmand by 
the sort of cnts'We are witnessing 
daffy among the caring institu- 
tions we were once so proud of. 

. Mrs Iuuan Harvey 
London SW1 


Lib Dem call 
to Fayed 

Sir I hope that it is incorrect that 
Mohamed al-Fayed is planning to 
form his own Reform Party 
(report, 1 May) because I would 
regard such a step as politically 
foolish. 

You describe him as being in 
favour of a Bill of Rights, a Free- 
dom of Information Act, an 
elected second chamber and 
devolution for Scotland and 
^les. Since those are all long- 
standing policies advocated by 
the Liberal Democrats, I would 
hope that he would support the 
Liberal Democrats rather than 
follow the ludicrous example of 
Sir James Goldsmith. 

Lord Lester QC 
House of Lords 
London SW1 

Check up on * 
child carers 

Sir Before we were allowed to 
become foster carers, my hus- 
band and 1 were interviewed sev- 
eral times by a trained social 
worker. Every aspect of our mar- 
ried life was discussed, our chil- 
dren were interviewed in pri- 
vate, and all the members of our 
families were checked by the 
police. 

I was horrified, therefore, to 
read the articles (from 20 April) 
detailing the dreadful experi- 
ences of children in homes who 
were subjected to terrible abuse 
by paedophiles. If everyone who 
works with children were inter- 
viewed and checked as we were, 
then our children's homes would 
be safer places. 

Anne E. Martin 
Haywards Heath, Sussex 

Happy at home 

Sir. Why is there a constant 
assumption that a woman who 
chooses to stay at home should be 
an object of derision and pity? 
(“Is the housewife all washed 
up". 30 April). 

1 have been in the fortunate 
position to be able to choose to 
be a full-time mother since the 
birth of my two daughters, now 
aged nine and eight years old.** 
spend very little time worrying 
about our choice of soap powder. 
It only takes a few hours a week 
to keep our small house dean, 
which leaves me free to pursue 
my many interests which include 
art, creative embroidery, culti- 
vating an allotment and serving 
as a school governor. 

It is my working friends, over- 
worked and stressed, who lose 
out - 1 have my freedom. 

Kate Burbidge 
New Malden, Surrey 

Sfcrimmer peril 

Sin As the days grow Longer and 
so does the grass, we ask every- 
one with a strimmer to handle it 
with great care. We hear too 
many stories about hedgehog; 
with legs slashed, faces scarred, 
or even blinded because their 
cosy nest beneath a bush had 
been attacked by a strimmer. 

AH Coles 
British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society 
Knowbury, Shropshire 

Gas escape 

Sir: Advertisements on hoardings 
widely proclaim the number you 
should ring if you smell gas escap- 


Gas leaves office today, whk*/ 
number should you ring if you 
smell Cedric Brown escaping? 

Nigel Harius 
L ondon El 
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A cure for Northern Ireland’s paralysis 

Tt is intolerable that the threat »/ 


I t is intolerable that the threat 
of (errnrisn should hang over 
people in any pari of these 
islands. Otir security forces 
maintain the closest co-opera- 
tion to prevent such violence, to 
bring those responsible to jus- 
tice. and to track down illegal 
weapons. Those who seek to 
use violence for political ends 
musi meet the most effective 
security response we can 
muster. 

Beyond that, we must also 
come to grips politically with 
the situation that has produced 
and sustained a culture which 
motivates people to kill and be 
killed, because of problems 
that the overwhelming major- 
ity of people believe can only be 
resolved politically. 

The prospects for success of 
the negotiations on 10 June will 
be immeasurably enhanced if 
they take place in a climate of 
peace and ore therefore inclu- 
sive. The two governments have 
signalled their desire that Sinn 
Fein should take its place at the 
negotiating table, on the one 
critical condition that the IRA 
ceasefire is unequivocally 
restored The governments will 


expect all participants, at the 
beginning of the negotiations, 
to make clear their total and 
absolute commitment to the 
stem test of the principles of 
democracy and non-violence 
set out m the reports of the 
international body chaired bv 
Senator George Mitchell. 

in order to build confidence 

in the negotiations, the two 
governments have further 
agreed that the international 
bodys proposals on decom- 
missioning must be addressed 
at the beginning of the 
discussions. 

The Irish Government has 
the strongest possible motiva- 
tion to see illegal arms on all 
sides decommissioned as soon 
as possible and removed for- 
ever from the political equa- 
tion. But, as the Mitchell report 
confirmed, it is unr ealis tic to 
expect this goal to be achieved 
simply by making it a precon- 
dition for entry into the 
negotiations 

How the decommissioning 
issue will be handled is now a 
key issue in the ongoing debate 
about whether the ceasefire 
can be restored An absolutist 



Disputes over handing 
in weapons must not 
be allowed to halt 
peace talks, argues 
Dick Spring 


a precondition for talks is am- 
ply self-defeating. Without a 
restoration of the ceasefire, the 
decommissioning issue 
inevitably becomes academic, 
since those whose co-opera- 
tion is needed to advance it will 
not be at the table. It has long 
been dear to everyone that 
non-indusrve talks against a 
background of violence were 
always going to be much less 
promising for achieving peace 
than inclusive negotiations 
against a background of peace. 

Expertise in the deadly use of 
ordinary materials and an 
accessible black market in 
weaponry mean that decom- 
missioning is not a decisive fac- 
tor in preventing future vio- 


lence. That requires, as the 
Mitchell report reminded us, 
that we must decommission 
mindsets as well. That is why 
the goal of meaningful and 
inclusive political negotiations 
is so crucial. A political 
dynamic is the enabling condi- 
tion for progress on all fronts, 
including decommissioning. 

The baleful capacity of the 
decommissioning issue to para- 
lyse the wider political debate 
has been amply demonstrated. 
Clarity about a sensible way to 
handle it, and one that meets 
valid concerns on both sides, is 
the single most important con- 
tribution that the governments 
can make to bull ding confi- 
dence and restoring optimism 
to the peace process generally. 


Our treatment of this issue is 
manifestly central to the success 
or failure of the process as a 
whole. For that reason 1 pro- 
posed that we should as of now 
seek agreement or all sides thai 
the negotiations should remit 
this issue in the first instance, 
under independent outside 
aegis, to a separate but paral- 
lel stream of negotiations. This 
would not in any way remove it 
from the overall agenda of the 
negotiators. They would receive 
reports on h periodically and its 
outcomes would be submitted 
to them in good time for foil 
consideration alongside the 
results emerging from political 
negotiations across the three 
strands. The final judgement 
would be theirs, but taken on an 
informed basts, and after (he 
necessary preliminary and tech- 
nical issues had been sorted 

OUL 

My proposal would ensure 
that the question of decom- 
missioning and the proposals of 
the Mitchell report would be 
folly addressed from the outset 
of substantive negotiations in 
tandem with political discus- 
sions across the three strands. 


In my view, progress towards an 
inclusive ' settlement and 
decommissioning are likely to 
be achieved in parallel or not at 
all. 

The Irish government, for its 
part, will be prepared to 
process urgently whatever leg- 
islation is needed to facilitate 
any arrangements thai might be 
necessary for the physical 
decommissioning of weapons. 

In my view, the creation of a 
separate fourth stream to the 
all-party negotiations, which 
would enable work on decom- 
missioning to proceed in par- 
allel with negotiations on a 
lasting political settlement, is 
the most likely strategy by 
which fear of the bomb can be 
forever removed from the life 
of all our peoples. 

We must not allow a theo- 
retical notion of the best to 
become an enemy of an achiev- 
able version of the good. An 
approach such as 1 have sug- 
gested is the most practical 
way to realise the goal both gov- 
ernments seek. 

The writer is Deputy Prime Min- 
ister of the Irish Republic. 


- The last Tory prime minister? 

The ousting of John Major in a pre-election coup could spell the end of Conservative government 


J ohn Major might be the last true 
leader of the Conservative Phrty, at 
least, of the Tory party as we have 
known it this century. That is the 
proper perspective from which to 
consider the latest fetid gush of spec- 
ulation about his future. His steely 
hktndness in the face of journalistic 
and political manoeuvring comes from 
the knowledge that if he cannot hold 
the party together, then probably no 
one can. 

There are always plols and wheezes 




ANDREW MARR 


and alternative candidates. Ves, 
Michael Hcseltine could take over and 
keep the scat hot for Chris Patten, 
swaying in by parachute in the autumn 
of 1497 us the Cathay Pacific jumbo 
roars in from Hong Kong. Alterna- 
tively, yes. just possibly, a Euro-scep- 
tic succession could follow, with, say, 
John Redwood taking control after the 
election and the pro-Europeans, 
though sulking and humiliated, stay- 
ing in the party to fight on. 

But an experienced gambler would 
expect long odds on either kind of 
transition. They arc too smooth for 
loduv’s Conservatives to manage. 
Would Hezza. the white-maned Lion 
King, be siniplv allowed to assume the 
Prime Minister-ship? Many among the 
rebel right would suspect that there 
had been a private succession deal 
arranged between Major. Heseltine 
and Chris Patten, whatever hot denials 
tumbled out on the Today programme. 

Their suspicion would be founded 
on at least some firm past histoiy. 
There is indeed a private cadre of 
chums, or at least acquaintances, at 
the core of the party who believe that 
it belongs to them because they are 
decent and sensible and patriotic, 
and that's that. Their mutual under- 
standings and unspoken beliefs are as 
near as the Conservative Party has to 
a soul. . . 

This inner core is much diminished 
as compared to the heydays ol the 
Blue Chip dining club in the Eighties. 
But one can still envisage a very pri- 
vate strategy meeting including peo- 
ple like Major, lan Lang. Malcolm 
Riftind. Brian Mawhinney, David 
Davis, possibly Lord Cran bourne. The 
exact membership of an undeclared 
and unofficial inner core is hard to 
gauge. But the Tory party has always 
had one: the day il disappears, so will 
the partv. 

There" are two aspects of the stiicn- 
up theory which 1 find hard to envis- 
age. The first is lhal such an inner 
core, to which Michael Heseltine has 



Pretenders to the Tory leadership would be ill advised to jettison their leader before the next general election 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


never really belonged, would agree 
that Major must now go and Hezza 
must take over. The second is that, if 
they did reluctantly agree that this 
should happen, they would get their 
way. 

Why would the right assent to a 
bloodless coup by Tojy centrists, when 
they think they are winning the whole 
darned party? Why would John Red- 
wood allow that to happen? He has 
been running a remarkable personal 
campaign outside government, akin 
only to mat of Heseftme himself in the 
Thatcher years. 

He has reinvented himself in a most 
remarkable way. A few years ago, he 
was a bloodless, monochrome cabinet 
minister, the least well-known of the 
-bastard” trio. He was known to be 
clever but supercilious and termi- 
nally uncbarismatic. Since leaving 
office, however, and challenging 
Major last summer, Redwood has 
grown steadily in stature. He is hav- 
ing fun. He is pouring out ideas and 
provocations. Not a Giant Redwood, 
then, but at least quite a big Redwood 
Why would he forget it all to help 
Heseltine succeed? I think he 
WOUldn’L 

If Major resigned this weekend and 
threw his support behind the Deputy 
Prime Minister, then the right would 
fight Could the Conservative gov- 
ernment, so badly depleted in its 


majority and its sense of purpose, sur- 
vive a leadership battle? We would 
have to start preparing for a general 
election in, say, June. Given the state 
of the polk, that's a funny kind oflbry 
survival strategy. 

But the other scenario for a smooth 
Tory hand-over is equally hard to 
envisage, for different reasons. 
Whether Major stays or not, the anti- 
EU Ibries cannot simply take the 
party over, for the same reason as the 
Bennites could never have successfully 
taken over the Labour Party in the 
early Eighties. There are too many 
important people and interests who 
wouldn't stand for iL 

After a bitter and traumatic lead- 
ership contest and party conference, 
they would go. Though Fve said it 
before, this bears repeating: a Con- 
servative Party minus Kenneth Clarke, 
Heseltine, all the other pro-Euro- 
pean MPs, and missing the exporting 
and business interests that back them 
would not be the Conservative Party. 
Whatever it called itself, it would oe 
a lesser thing and a far less plausible 
party of government 

This is momentous stuff for every- 
one on the right of politics to think 
about As the results of the local elec- 
tions start to flow into BBC and ITN 
computers tonight there will be many 
people wishing for a maximum Tory 
rout. In the media, we will of course 


be looking for the best story possible; 
in this context “best” means “biggest 
Government defeat”. The position of 
the Opposition parties goes without 
saying. 

But in the bowels of the Conserva- 
tive Party itself there will be hundreds 
of rebels and romantics who will hug 
themselves with silent delight if the 
local electoral map turns red and yel- 
low, who will grin with grim pleasure 
at every lurch of Peter Snow's 
swingometer. < Ah,” they will say, 
“Now comes the great chance. Now we 
can get rid of that dreary, prevaricat- 
ing no-hoper at last. We can win the 
European battle, get Goldsmith off 
our backs and raise the Union Jack 
against Labour in the coming 
election.” 

They are as nutty as a lorryload of 
Sunpat. the lot of them. Going for 
Major now is a recipe not for the 
revival of the Conservative Party but 
for its defeat and perhaps its disinte- 
gration. Once there was a time when 
this remarkable organisation had the 
central intelligence, the neivous sys- 
tem, which enabled il to shed one 
leader and grow another without dam- 
age. But because of the European 
question, that time has passed. Tbday 
it has an entirely different sort of ner- 
vous system, a brittle network of anx- 
iety and suspicion. 

This country knows John Major’s 


faults. He is not a Disraeli in his 
speech, nor a Churchill in courage, nor 
a Thatcher in his sense of direction. 
He doesn't have the wit of a Macmil- 
lan or the astute sense of necessary 
political reform that marked out Lord 
Salisbury. (Had he had that sense, he 
would not have allowed the liberty of 
local government to be so eroded that 
elections, such as today's, become 
merely a grand opinion-poll on the 
performance of national government 
In that way, as in others, Major is part 
author of his own misfortunes.^ 

But he is the best Prune Minister 
the party has got Since that is a sneer, 
let me amend it he is the Ibiy politi- 
cian with the best chance of holding 
the party together and carrying it 
through the election campaign in a 
way that will allow it to be handed on 
to a new leadership as a single, plau- 
sible project Many commentators, 
including some Tory MPs, believe the 
time has already passed for that pro- 
ject and that the Tories would be bet- 
ter to spliL 

Major, self-evidently, doesn’t agree. 
He has expended his political energy 
over the past six years trying to hold 
the Tbries together. IL in a mood of 
seif-destructive hysteria over the next 
few weeks, he ceases to be party 
leader, then there is a real chance that 
he win indeed be the Iasi Conservative 
leader of ah. 




Why Britain now needs a Socialist Labour Party 

Tony Blair can't help the working class, says Arthur Scargill 


T his coming Saturday, the found* 
me conference of thcSon*u& 
Labour Party will be held. "Hie deci- 
sion to hunch this party has not been 
taken lightly. Il is based on an amal- 
gam of analysts, experience and emo- 
tion which has produced the conclu- 
sion that “new Labour” can no longer 
offer a home to those who want to 
work for socialism. 

When, last October, Clause IV 
with its commitment to common own- 
ership, was cut out of the party con- 
stitution, I was faced with a challenge 
I could not duck or hide from. Com- 
mitment to the common ownership of 
the (mans of production, distribution 
and exc h an ge was a cornerstone, a 
founding principle in the. Labour 
Party lhat was born nearly a centurv 
ago. Il was a constitutional aim that 
made Labour ftunfaroemafiv different 
from the Tories and the Liberals. 


The new ratebook adopted at the 
1995 Labour Party conference, how- 
ever, went far beyond ditching Clause 
IV The new rules, together wto fun- 
damental policy changes, ®fnthat- 
as Tcmv Blair has declared - “new 
Tjhour" is a “new and different party . 
which has now actually embraced cap- 
italism and the “free market . 

’ o ™aj] the fundamental issues that 
feet the lives of working class 
people, their families and communi- 
K“new Labour" has adopted poli- 
tics that cannot be supported by 
•hose who can themselves soaahsL On 
Station, “new Labour" is dear 
That it "Hi not reverse and repair the 
Sling soeial/economic damage 
HSjfr ^e Tories’ privatisauou 

programme. 


On unemployment -“new Labour" 
has abandoned a commitment to foil 
employment, with its leadership 
dedaring it cannot guarantee that 
“new Labour" could eradicate unem- 
ployment In reality, a British govern- 
ment could do exactly that, even 
within a capitalist society - by intro- 
ducing a four-day working week with 
no loss of pay, banning all non-essen- 
tial overtime, and introducing volun- 
tary retirement on foil pay at the age 
of 55 .ftiseconomfcaisaniiytopayout 
more than £50bo a year on unem- 
ployment when die measures referred 
to above could create full employment. 
But the very nature of capitalism 
cannot cope with such measures. 

On pensions, “new Labour" is in the 


universal pension provision for all cit- 
izens, and is examining ways in which 
workers will have to pay for pension 
security and for care m old age. 

These are just three fundamental 
issues which have given rise to such 
grave concerns throughout the work- 
ing-class constituency that originally 
gave birth to the Labour Party. I 
believe that this situation has pre- 
sented socialists with an inescapable 

challenge. 

The decision taken a few months 
ago, in January, to establish a Social- 
ist Labour Party has met with enthu- 
siastic response from trade unions, 
pensioner and environmental activists, 
and single-issue campaigners. It has, 
of course, also aroused hostility and 
derision in certain quarters . Much of 


the criticism has come from the “left” 
in the Labour movement as well as 
from the “right". 

The hostility from some on the left 
is actually reminiscent of the response 
to the birth of the Labour Party nearly 
a century ago. At the Labour Repre- 
sentation Committee’s founding con- 
ference in 1900, trade unions generally, 
including the Miners’ Federation of 
Great Britain, refused to attend, 
opposing the bxztftr of a socialist Labour 
Party as a threat to the liberal Party. 

While Socialist Labour is born from 
the frustration and anger of trade 
union and Labour movement activists 
who feel disenfranchised by “new 
Labour", its founding spirit is over- 
whelmingly positive, foil of hope - and 
belief that' that hope can be fulfilled. 

The writer is leader of the Socialist 
labour Party. 


Let’s all beam 
up to Heaven 

Don’t suppress Scientology. Its 
beliefs are a sufficient turn-off 
says Andrew Brown 


»T» he Independent Television 
A Commission has lifted its 
ban on advertising from the 
Church of Scientology, under 
pressure from a judicial review 
of its ban. This ought to be an 
occasion for large reflections 
about balancing freedom of 
speech with the need to protect 
the larval minds of Superchan- 
nel viewers against the drivel 
that Scientologists peddle. But 
it is bard to rise to this oppor- 
tunity for noble thought when 
one considers the contestants 
closely. 

If an atheist had set out to 
invent a religion that would dis- 
credit other religions, in my 
view the result would be very 
close to Scientology. On the 
other hand, if the same atheist 
had set out to make religious 
advertising completely point- 
less, even when possible, tbe 
result would be very like the 
ITCs code of practice. 

The code prohibits advertis- 
ers from “expounding religious 
doctrine". They must not 
appeal for funds. They may 
not claim to be the only or true 
faith. They may not promote 
faith healing or miracle work- 
ing; and, as if this ban on ben- 
efits in the present life were not 
enough, religions are also for- 
bidden to suggest that their 
practice might have any bene- 
fits after death either: “Refer- 
ences to the alleged conse- 
quences of no t being religious 
or not subscribing lo a partic- 
ular faith are not acceptable.” 

Religion, then, may be adver- 
tised providing it has no doc- 
trine, no noticeable conse- 
quences, and does not pretend 
to be true, it is fairly clear 
where the makers of all those 
Silk Cut advertisements boned 
their skills. 

Despite fulfilling all these 
considerations, the original Sci- 
entology advertisement man- 
aged to fall foul of another 
clause in the code: section five 
says that “no advertising is 
acceptable from bodies ... 
whose rites or other forms of 
collective observance are not 
normally directly accessible to 
the general public." 

The Commission, however, 
has reconsidered and has now 
established that the weddings, 
naming ceremonies, and similar 
events held by Scientologists are 
publicly accessible, so they will 
be allowed to advertise again. 

Yet. though the ceremonies 
of the Scientologists are pub- 
licly accessible, only a small 
portion of their doctrines are. 
While the “Church” has been 
fighting in the British courts for 
the right to advertise its beliefs, 
or whatever fraction thereof 
can be squeezed through the 


ITC guidelines, it has also been 
fighting in American courts to 
keep its deepeT beliefs secret. 

The point about Scientol- 
ogy is that it has concentric 
rings of belief. To qualify for 
each successive, deeper revela- 
tion of the profoundesl truths 
about the universe, you have to 
have been qualified for all the 
previous ones. 

The process is not free. In 
fact, it's not even cheap. By the 
time an initiate learns the Real 
Truth: that he is a reincar- 
nated alien spirit, or operant 
Theta n. whose troubles are 
caused by evil spirits left over 
from previous incarnations and 
attached to him in the form of 
body hairs, he can have spent 

Religion may be 
advertised as long 
as it does not 
pretend to be true 


tens of thousands of dollars - 
which, of course, makes it dear 
that what he receives is a deep 
spiritual truth, whereas if you 
had paid only 4ftp for this rev- 
elation, you might be disposed 
lo laugn. 

Incidentally. I am not mak- 
ing any of this up. It was all 
made up in the early Fifties by 
L Ron Hubbard, the prolific 
writer of pulp science fiction 
who founded the “Church” and 
revealed ils doctrines. 

Further information is now- 
accessible all over the Internet, 
and this is what the “Church” 
and ils lawyers have been try- 
ing to stop. 

Documents containing some 
of the group's innermost doc- 
trines were deposited in a Cal- 
ifornia court in the Eighties. 
Disaffected former members 
then posted them on to the Net. 
The group responded with a 
campaign of raids and seizures 
around the US, claiming that 
these documents were copy- 
righted trade secrets. Each time 
one of the dissidents was 
raided, sympathisers copied the 
documents more widely. At 
one stage, in a delightful irony, 
they were available from a com- 
puter in Peking, that citadel of 
free speech. 

This story has a moral, as 
religious stories should. It has 
been a mistake to attempt to 
suppress the beliefs of Scien- 
tology. A far more effective 
brake on the progress of the 
group has been to disseminate 
its beliefs as widely as possible 
and lei people (or aliens) make 
up their own minds. 
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MMC leak inquiry focuses on Offer and OFT 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

The DTI inquiry into the leak- 
ing of the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission report 
on tvw» takeover bids in the elec- 
tricity industry is roeusing on the 
Office of Electricity Supply and 
the Office of Fair Trading. 

The twn regulatory bodies arc 
among only a handful of 
organisations and individuals 
that received advance copies of 
the highly sensitive document. 

Fewer than a dozen copies of 
the confidential report are 


thought to have been circulat- 
ed ahead of the Trade and In- 
dustry Secretary Ian Lang’s 
announcement last week that he 
had decided to block the two 
bids by National Power and 
PowerGen for regional elec- 
tricity companies. ” 

Copies of the final report - 
which included highly sensitive 
commercial information lhai 
docs not appear in the pub- 
lished version - were sent to the 
two regulatory bodies, the five 
members of the MMC panel 
that conducted the inquiry and 


the Department of Trade and 
Industty. 

It is not thought that the re- 
port was circulated to any oth- 
er government departments, 
with the possible exception of 
the Treasury. 

A political storm blew up 
when extracts from the report 
appeared in the Economist 
magazine. The DTI demand- 
ed the return of the document 
but Adam Raphael, the Econ - 
omist journalist refused to com- 
ply. The DTI has since obtained 
an injunction preventing the 


magazine from publishing fur- 
ther extracts from the report. 

Mr Lang was advised to re- 
fer the bids to the MMC by the 
director general of fair trading, 
John Bridgeman, and the di- 
rector general of electricity 
supply. Professor Stephen 
Littlechild. In evidence to the 
MMC inquiry. Professor Lit- 
tlechild said the bids should be 
blocked because of their po- 
tential detrimental effects on 
competition in electricity supply 
and generation. “The likely coa- 
sequence would be less compe- 


tition, higher prices and less ef- 
fective choice for electricity cus- 
tomers," he said. 

The MMC panel ruled by a 
majority of four to one that al- 
though the two mergers could 
be expected to operate against 
the public interest they should 
be allowed to go ahead subject 
to certain undertaldngs- 

Thc dissenting member was 

Patricia Hodgfao, the MMC’s 
director of policy and plan- 
ning, who argued that compe- 
tition was insufScient and that 
if the mergers went ahead there 


would be less competition and 
less chance of prices falling. 

Whitehall sources said the 
leak was being pursued vigor- 
ously because of its seriousness 
and because of the highly con- 
fidential information m the un- 
published version of the report. 
“On a scale of one to 10 this 

leak ranks somewhere near the 
top in terms of its seriousness," 
one source said. “Bits of MMC 
reports or individual pieces of 
evidence may have been leaked 
before but never an entire com- 
pleted report." Ministers are 


also thought to be concerned 
about the leaked report b ring 
stolen and sold to the highest 
bidder, because of die com- 
mercial information In it. . 

The leak inquiry is under- 
stood to have cleared the DTT 
and the five members of the 
MMC panel. In a letter to the 
Economist’s editor Bill Etn- 
niott, the head of the DTTs 
Consumer Affairs and Com? 

tjtion Policy Directorate Paul 
' ’* said the report was “the 
s Seerei 


r _ v of the Secretary 

state” and must be returned. 


Of 


500,000 in 

record rush 
to register 
for Railtrack 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

A record 500.000 polemia) in- 
vestors registered in the seven 
days up to Monday night for the 
Railtrack share sale, a bigger 
final week rush than in any 
other privatisation. 

The Government announced 
yesterday that it expected Rail- 
track to fetch between £1.75bn 
and £I.95hn as Clare Short, the 
Labour shadow’ transport sec- 
retary. labelled the sale an “act 
of vandalism" and Jimmy 
Knapp, leader of the RMT rail 
union, called it “a rip-off". The 
Liberal leader. Paddy Ashdown, 
said: "The Government has 
undervalued the railways." 

But Sir George Young, the 
transport secreiaiy. said "some 
of our critics spend half their 
lime saying we arc giving it away 
and the other half saying don't 
touch the shares. They- are in a 
real muddle on this one." 

The Government is to sell 100 
per cent of Railtrack - 500 
million shares - with the price 
to be set a fortnight from to- 


morrow an the basis of a book- 
building exercise with 
institutions. 

Analysis were divided yes- 
terday after seeing the full 
prospectus, with some saying 
they were telling their diems to 
wait until after the sale to buy 
in the market and others rec- 
ommending purchase even at 
the top end of the expected 
price range. 

Retail investors will be of- 
fered a lOp discount on the first 
instalment, setting their price 
range at 340p to 380p on the 
fully-paid shares and 190p on 
the first instalment - a £20 dis- 
count on the minimum invest- 
ment of 200 shares. Institutions 
will pay 350p-390p a share, 
with a first instalment of 200p. 

The Government has loaded 
the offer with goodies to offset 
the anti-privatisation campaigns 
by Labour and other oppo- 
nents of the sale. 

This makes the return in the 
first year highly attractive, es- 
pecially to private investors, 
with advisers pointing out that 
the annualised yield up to Feb- 



Rush hour: Rory Tapner (left) of SBC Warburg, global co-ordinator, Sir George Young and James Sassoon, also of Warburg Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


ruaiy next year when the inter- 
im dividend is to be paid works 
out at 25 per cent for retail in- 
vestors eligible for a discount 
This comprises a final divi- 
dend in the autumn to be paid 
out of last year's profits - made 
while in the public sector - the 
interim dividend in February 
and the lOp-a-share discount on 
the first instalment. Before tax, 
these give a gross 18.8 percent 
return on the part-paid price of 
190p in the first nine months. 
The net final dividend after tax 


wQl be 13.75p. It is expected the 
interim mil be half as much. 

James Sassoon, a director of 
SBC Warburg, the global co-or- 
dinators of the sale, said the 
500,000 registrations last week 
were u a larger number for the 
final week than we have seen in 
any previous privatisation". 

The last-minute rush took the 
total number of registrations to 
1 .9 million, though advisers con- 
ceded it might have been accel- 
erated by the sborter-tban-usuai 
period for registration. 


Mr Sassoon said the 1.9 
million was two-thirds as many 
as registered for the much 
larger £4bn sale of the Gov- 
ernment’s remaining stake in 
the electricity generating com- 
panies last year, privatisations 
twice the value of Railtrack. 

The Government said at least 
30 per cent of the shares would 
be allocated to retail investors, 
but Mr Sassoon said “we could 
go north of 30 per cent and will 
do if the demand is there”. 

Advisers believe that on the 


basis of the registrations so far 
the retail allocation could ex- 
ceed 40 per cent even if it does 
not reach the maximum possi- 
ble 50 per oenL 

In most past privatisations, at 
least 30 per cent of registrants 
have ended up applying for 
shares, and at that level the re- 
tail part of the offer would be 
about twice subscribed. 

Rory lapner of SBC V&rbuzg 
said that the roadshow of in- 
stitutions in California earlier 
this week had produced “good 


quality feedback" and further 
presentations are to be made 
over the next fortnight in the US 
and Europe before the final 
price is set on 17 May ahead of 
the start of trading on 20 May. 
The UR retail offer closes at 
noon on 15 May. 

The prospectus disclosed that 
RaUtracfs costs for the sale are 
only £27 m before VAT com- 
part with a provision of£46m 
made in Rail tra de’s accounts for 
the year to March 1995. 
Investment Column, page 20 


ICI looks outside for top managers 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Charles Miller Smith, chief ex- 
ecutive of ICI. is seeking to 
“widen the gene p*v>J" of top 
management in a radical shift 
in staffing policies at the giant 
chemicals group. Mr Miller 
Smith, who arrived from 
Unilever at the end ol IW4. Is 
U» seek replacements lor 
around a quarter of its top 150 
executives From outside the 
group, including recruiting 
locally Tor nun> of its overseas 
operations. 

The indications were vester- 
da> that the new policy, unveiled 
to a meeting ol several hundred 
senior staff at the end of Feb- 
ruary, would not result in re- 
dundancies. bui it will haw 
'cut shock waves through the 
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Policy shift: Charles Miller 
Smith wants new blood 

group. Historically. ICI has 
promoted its senior staff from 
ui’lhin. One insider said yes- 
terday: “This change has nev- 


er been stated before. ICT has 
always been a company which 
has grown its own talent inter- 
nally. This is the first time in 
(myj eight years with the com- 
pany that anyone has been so 
straightforward." 

Before Mr Miller Smith ar- 
rived. appointments from out- 
side the group at senior levels 
were rare. The arrival of Colin 
Short from Chevron as finance 
director caused quite a stir in the 
late 19S0s. He has since moved 
on to become chairman of 
United Biscuits. 

After less than a year as chief 
executive and on extensive review 
of the business involving man- 
agement consultants McKinsey. 
M r Miller Smith has now said he 
wants to get new blood into the 
company. This will mainly affect 


the operating businesses below 
main board level, which include 
painls, explosives, acrylics and 
polyurethanes. He has said he . 
wants to get local people in on 
the ground in these operations, 
which span the world and are in- 
creasingly being moved towards 
the Fhr E^ Around 30 to 40 ex- 
ecutives wfll be recruited from 
outside. 

But ICI sources played down 
the prospect of senior level re- 
dundancies. "I wouldn't think 
large numbers would be lopped 
off immediately, but we would 
be seeking to recruit people 
over a period of 18 months," the 
source said. 

The latest revelations come af- 
ter an extensive communications 
exercise by Mr Miller Smith. 

Comment, page 19 


Chairman’s wife sells £13.5m 
stake in Lloyds Chemist 


NIGEL COPE 

The wife of Allen Uoyd, the 
chairman of the LJoyds 
Chemists chain which is the sub- 
ject of a hotly contested £65 0m 
takeover battle, sold her entire 
shareholding in the company 
yesterday, raising £13 .5m. 

Marilyn Lloyd sold 3 million 
shares at 450p, though the com- 
pany denied the sale was relat- 
ed to the two bids for the group 
from Gehe of Germany and the 
UK's Umchem. The company 
said Mrs Lloyd had disposed of 
her stake “solely with the view 
to diversifying her assets^. 

However, the sale w ill be 
viewed as an attempt by the con- 


trolling family to lock in prof- 
its ahead of the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission investi- 
gations into the two bids. The 
shares dipped 4p to 465p on 
news of the sale. 

Allen Lloyd retains 6.1 1 mil- 
lion shares worth £28ra and con- 
firmed yesterday that he has “no 
intention" of selling his stake, 
“at least until the outcome of 
the MMC inquiry into the twin 
bids from Gehe and U niche m". 

Both bids lapsed in March 
when they were referred to the 
MMC The British government 
said both bids raised competi- 
tion concerns in the wholesale 
and European drugs markets. 

The MMC must report its 


findings by the end of June and 
the final DTI announcement a 
month later. It is possible that 
both bids wiB be blocked, which 
would cause a sharp fall in the 
Lloyds Chemists shares price 
the prolonged bid battle for 
Lloyds bos been supporting the 
shares though recent results 
have been disappointing. Last 
month the company warned 
that costs and uncertainties as- 
sociated with the bid would hit 
this year's results. 

FIrst-haif profits feU from 
£26.6m to £25. 8m but the man- 
agement said the full-year fig- 
ures would be affected by bid 
costs of £4m and further loss- 
es in its drug store outlets. 


Grid still 
in dark 
over sale 
of shares 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 1 

The National Grid failed yes- 
tetiay in its bid to clarify the in- 
- tendons of James CapeL the 
HSBC-owned broker that be- 


company’s lamest shareholder 
with the acquisition on Tuesday 
of Hanson’s 125 per cent stake. 

It also remained in the dark 
over the intentions of Suliman 
Olayan, the Sand! bfltianalre un- 
derstood to be underwriting 
the acquisition of the shares. 

A spokesman for the Grid 
said it had sent out demands for 
information, known as 212 no- 
tices, to Janies Camel and Han- 
son on Tuesday. The return of 
-those notices yesterday con- 
firmed that Capel was the ben- 
eficial owner of a 12 2 per cent 
stake in the Grid. . 

Capel would not elaborate on 
its statement on Tuesday that it 
had entered into a “structure rd 
transaction" with a subsidiary of 
the Olayan Group to hedge the 
risk of holding the shares. A 

mLondon also refused to add 
anything to the Capel statement 

Further information about 
the Saudi businessman emerged 
yesterday. Awarded the KBE in 
1987 by the Queen, he has also 
been honoured by King Carlos 
of Spain and King Carl Gustaf 
of Sweden. 

His 49-year-old company op- 
erates more than 30 business- 
es and financial enterprises in 
the Middle East and around the 
world. 

The National Grid said yes- 
terday h had issued a forther 2 12 
notice to the Olayan Group and 
expected to hear from the com- 
pany today. It is also frying to 
contact the company to clarify 
its position. 

John Uttley. finance director, 
said: “We always welcome long- 
term shareholders- where ever 
nice not 
inonebas- 
itself, it 

gives rise to concern." 

Meanwhile Hans on reiter- A 
ated the fact that as far as it was 
concerned it bad sold the stake 
and retained no interest. 
Christopher Collins, vice-chair- 
man, described as pure coinci- 
dence the appointment of 
Niven Duncan, a former chair- 
man designate of Eastern 
Group, Hanson's electricity dis- 
tribution subsidiary, as a con- 
sultant to the Olayan Group. 

He confirmed that Hanson 
retained no economic interest 
in the Grid shares and denied 
speculation that the company 
had struck any so-called con- 
tracts for difference with James 
Capel, which would allow it to 
participate in any up-lift in the 
value of the shares without ac- 
tually owning them. 

As the owner of a regional 
electricity company, Hanson is 
prohibited from owning more 
than 1 per cent of the shares. 
Thanks to the terms of a gov- 
ernment golden share ail other 
shareholders are restricted to 15 
per cent stakes, limiting the 
prospect that any Olayan hold- 
ing might be the prelude to fur- 
ther corporate activity. 



Bupa pays £68m for Greenalls’ nursing homes 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Uupa, the mutually owned 
private health care group, is to 
become the VK\ bigger oper- 
utorof upmarket nursing home* 
.liter paring £6Sm For Greenalls 
CkMintiy House Group. 

Bupa bent off fierce compe- 
tition in clinch the deal after the 
business was put up For sale by 
Greenalls folkwing its £5lh'm 
t.ikeowrol previous owners, the 
rival pub and hotel group Bod- 
dingicn at the end of last year. 

It marks the healthcare 


group’s return to the nursing 
home sector after selling its own 
HI homes to Bodjingion for 
£27m in December 1994. It 
now regains those original Iff 
and picks up 20 more, giving it 
1.250 registered beds, plus an- 
other home operated under a 
management contract. 

Edward Leu. Uupu’s finance 
director, said: “This was an op- 
portunity to gain critical mass 
in a market which we didn’t 
have before." He said it planned 
to douhte the size of Country 
House over the next five to sev- 


en years, spending between 
E5Urn and £7Um over that, peri- 
od to raise bed numbers to 
around 250U. There would be 
opportunities to move out oF the 
South-east of England, where 
most of the Country House 
homes are situated, both 
through purpose-built opera- 
tions and acquisitions. _ 

The move fits in with the 
group's strategy of widening its 
scope, he said. Last week it 
launched Bupa FutureCare. a 
new Form of insurance which 
provides nursing can? for peo- 


ple when they can no longer 
look after themselves. 

Greenalls chairman and chief 
executive, Andrew * 01011105 , 
said: “Country House is an ex- 
cellent business, but nursing 
homes arc not an area in which 
we would wish to invest further " 

The proceeds would go to re- 
pay debt and invest further in 
the group's pubs and hotels, he 
said. The group has set itself the 
target of cutting gearing from 
just below 75 per cent immedi- 
ately following the Boddington 
purchase to under 70 per cent 


by this September. The foil 
£68ra proceeds would cut that 
figure (o 63 per cent, but it is 
expected that Greenalls will 
reinvest op to half the total in 
the business. 

Investment is likely to be 
skewed towards the restaurant 
and hotel divisions. Greenalls 
owns 165 restaurants, including 
the Miller's Kitchen and 
Henry's Table brands and the 
45-strong Premier Lodge chain, 
which ranks behind Granada's 
Travelodgc and Whitbread's 
Travel Inn in size. 


Country House made profits 
of £6.Lm in the year to last De- 
cember, when it hod net assets, 
free of debt and cash, of £66 m. 
Upto^g^psw^irutiailyin- 
vrih^mbkJdmgfarthebusmess 
in an auction organised by 
Schraders, the merchant bank. 
One of the beaten bidders. Glas- 
gow-based operator Ashbourne, 
said yesterday the price paid by 
Bupa “should tell everyone that 
the sector, particularly the top 
end, is undervalued" 

Greenalls shares added 8p to 
632p yesterday. 
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‘Independent’ reporter 
wins accountancy award 



Roger Trapp: 'Always searches out those who have 
fresh perspectives’ Photograph: Edward Webb 


Roger Trapp, the Independent’s 
editor of finance and law, has 
been named Accountancy 
Journalist of the year for 1995 
by the Chartered Association of 

Certified Accountants. 

Presenting the award at a 
lunch in London yesterday. 
Lord Barnett, chairman of the 
adjudication panel, said Mr 
Trapp maintained a consistently 
high standard of journalism 
across the brood spectrum of 
financial and management is- 
sues he covered 

“There is a refreshing darity 


and lightness of touch about his 
writing. Whatever the topic, 
he always searches out those 
who have fresh perspectives 
and something of interest to say. 
He explains the relevance of 
issues to bis readers in an 
imaginative and relevant way." 

Mr Trapp, who has been 
runner-up on three previous oc- 
casions, received a silver salver 
and a cheque for £1,000. 

Robert Bruce, accountancy 
correspondent of the Times 
and last year's winner, was 
runner-up. 
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With a litigation 
culture developing to 
rival that of the US - 
even landscape 
gardeners now feel 
obliged to take out 
professional indemnity 
cover — ft is 
understandable that 
professionals want 
to avoid the 
principles of joint and 
several liability’ 


M learned friends set up a protection scheme 


I f you can’t sue 'em, then join 'em is the 
expression, m’lud. There is an exquisite 
irony in the news that Dibb Lupton Broom- 
head and LinkJateTS & Paines are thinking 
of abandoning partnership for corporate or 
limited liability status. 

For years law firms grew fat on fee 
income earned from helping aggrieved 
clients pursue negligence claims against 
their auditors. Until, that is, the accountants 
decided to squirrel away the yacht, the Roller 
and the second borne from the reaches of 
m 'learned friends by incorporating. 

It was inevitable that sooner or later the 
legal profession would go the same way. The 
floodgates may not yet have opened in the 
way they have with auditors. But the £61 Dm 
claim Clifford Chance is facing from a 
group of Canadian banks over the collapse 
of Olympia and York is a harbinger of things 
to come. 

With a litigation culture developing to 
rival that of the US - even landscape gar- 
deners now feci obliged to take out profes- 
sional indemnity cover - it is understandable 
that professionals will want to avoid the prin- 
ciples of joint and several liability. After aUU 
they hark back to a time long ago when it 
was reasonable to assume that all partners 
knew each other intimately. 

Now, even a regional-based firm such as 
Dibb Lupton has well over 100 partners. 
Many City firms will have similar numbers 
spread around the globe. It is therefore not 
inconceivable that an Individual could lose 


not just his or her shirt but also the house 
and everything they own because of the acts 
of somebody they have never meL 

Very few claims actually come to court, but 
the cost - in terms of money and manage- 
ment time - of dealing with the countless 
number brought because of the perception 
that their insurance cover gives them ^deep 
pockets'* can be huge enough to distract an 
organisation from its main purpose. 

Dibb Lupton is seeking to convince us that 

its motivation is not to protect its partners' 
assets but to improve its long-term invest- 
ment arrangements and give staff a share of 
the profits. 

Pull the other one, as they say down at the 
Bailey. Let there be no mistake: the moti- 
vation is the desire for protection and the 
place the lawyers may seek it is Jersey, where 
the good burghers are dreaming up a new 
law that will allow professions to be part- 
nerships with limited liability at the same 
time. It would be more than a little unset- 
tling to see some of our most famous legal 
names Hashing offshore in order to avoid 
their pursuers. But it might be amusing to 
all those they have persecuted in the past. 

Circus and lip service 
rule the agm 

B ritish public companies have always 
tended to regard annual general meet- 
ings as an unnecessary irritant, like a nasty 


dose of flu that comes round once a year. 
These days it is not just the inconvenience 
of having to answer to shareholders, 
informed and otherwise, that causes the irri- 
tation. Agms have long been a focus for pres- 
sure groups and single-issue politics - most 
of us remember Barclays ana South Africa 
- but in recent years a growing number of 
worthy causes nave come forward to use 
them as a platform for protest - Navajo Indi- 
ans, Cedric the pig, Action Against Smok- 
ing, Unde Tom Cobbleigh and alL One share 
buys you your passport to the meeting. 

Occasionally, as happened yesterday at 
the British Aerospace agm, or earlier this 
year at Haosoo, their antics reduce pro- 
ceedings to the level of farce. When this hap- 
pens it becomes an embarrassment and dis- 
traction not just to directors but to other 
shareholders too. Most of those who attend 
do so because they have invested in the com- 
and want to know how it is doing, 
there for other reasons, however legit- 
imate, get in the way of the proper purpose 
of the meeting, which tends to become 
unstructured, disorderly and sometimes a 
complete waste of time. 

But it is hard to see how these groups 
could be excluded, even assuming that it is 
right to do so. Legislation against the obstre- 
prous minority always ultimately ends up 
har ming the legitimate majority, when BAe 
attempted to curb the rights of sharehold- 
ers - a move designed at least in part as a 
way of dealing with protest of yesterday's 


variety - it was rightly sent away with a flea 
in its ear. 

In Japan, the solution to the extortion 
gangs that used to plague annual general 
meetings was to declare that they all hap- 
pen on the same day. Nobody would seri- 
ously suggest that as a possibility here but 
something plainly has to be done if this lit- 
tle enclave of the free market system is to 
survive. 

Making the annual general meeting a 
more serious and prolonged event, much as 
they are in Germany, mi gh t be one way for- 
ward. In Britain they tend to be little more 
than an after-thought, lip service to the Com- 
panjes Act and tbe idea of shareholder 
democracy. It is no surprise in these cir- 
cumstances that they are being turned into 
a circus. A more vigorous, time-consuming 
and patient approach to these events is the 
way to go. 

The long knives 
appear at 1CI 

Tt was a sign of Diaries Miller Smith's spe- 
Lcial status as an outsider that be did not 
join the ICI pension fund when be became 
chief executive, but opted instead for a large 
annual payment into his own pension plan. 

As a company that has traditionally 
looked after its always very long-serving 
executives with a comfortable retirement, 
that certainly set him apart from the previ- 


ous generations of ICI men. Now the for- 
mer finance director of Unilever has served 
notice that long service will no longer be a 
part of the IQ culture at alL 

In an extraordfoary interview yesterday he 
announced that he expected to replace 30 
to 40 of his 150 top executives with outsiders 
over the next IS months. ICI confirmed the 
figures, but its explanation that the replace- 
ments would fail naturally into slots vacated 
by retiring executives was unconvincing, to 
say the least. 

Unless the age profile of IQ’s top 150 is 
out of line with other large companies, it is 
unlikely that 40 of its most senior people will 
be up for normal retirement by the autumn 
of 1997. 

This has Urn characteristics of a purge that 

might do more to unsettle management than 
incentivise it, at least it in ihe short term. 
What a cheering and motivating idea for the 
present incumbents, that nearly a third of 
long-serving executives are not up to the new 
standards set by an outsider with the help 
of McKinsey's. 

ICI insisted that Mr Mflier Smith had 
briefed senior executives on his intentions, 
but it is not at all clear that they knew the 
brutal arithmetic until they read their news- 
papers. 

It is hard to believe that the way it 
emerged will boost confidence in Mr Mflier 
Smith's plans to shake up a company that 
has only just completed the most radical 
reorganisation in its post-war history. 



Courtaulds 
Textiles 
shares dive 

MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Courtaulds Textiles saw its 
shares plunge yesterday as it 
warned of losses in the US and 
more redundancies at home in 
its second profits warning in lit- 
tle over four months. The tex- 
tile group had £47m wiped off 
its market value after the shares 
slid 45p to 373p following com- 
ments by the chairman, John 
Ecclcs. la the annual general 
meeting. 


Noel Jervis: Warns of 
more redundancies 

Mr Ecclcs said the weak trad- 
ing conditions in the US re- 
ported m the full-year results 
announcement in February 
"have pawed to be more severe 
and long-lasting than previ- 
ously expected. Additionally, 
lace markets in continental Eu- 
rope have been softer since 
the turn of the year". The result 
for the group's continuing busi- 
nesses in the first half ot 19% 
is now likely to he "substan- 
tially" below- that of the previ- 
ous year, with the US business 
showing a small loss, he said. 

Analy sts were wsterduy sur- 
prised by the scale of the impact, 
culling' full-year profit fore- 
casts by beiw'een £Jm and £7m 
to £4tfm to i'42m. Courtaulds 


In Brief 


4 

'<■ • Nat West Group will be taking a £7i»0ni exceptional loss in its 
1 9% first half accounts following completion yesterday of the sale 
of Bancorp, its retail banking operation in the US. Nat West sold 
Bancorp to Fleet Financial Group for £Z_Zbn. but the loss de- 
rives from a technical accounting requirement because it has sold 
the operation against a book value inflated by having to add back 
into it over £WWm of goodwill previously written off. 

• General Accident's shares slipped 7p to 625p after it warned 
that results for the year to date were at a significantly lower level 

than the previous year because of claims relating to adverse weather 
conditions. The general and life insurer said severe weather in 
its three main arcus of business - the US. UK and Canada - in 
19% compared with very favourable weather conditions in 1995. 
Sun Alliance also reported lower operating profits in the first quar- 
ter. but said the result was still ahead of expectations. 

• Royal Bank of Scotland is selling its 50 per cent investment in 
CC-HoIdings of Germany to Spain's Banco Santander for 
£!3rtm. The pre-tax gain on sale is expected to be £7Um. The trans- 
action means Santander - in which Royal Bank has a 4.3 per cent 
stake - will own all of CC-Holdings, the holding company of CC- 
Bank AG. a consumer bank that has 50 branches and assets of 
about DM4hn (£1.7bn). 

• Fifty-seven per cent of British manufacturing exporters con- 
sider that a single European currency would help their business, 
according to the DHL Quarterly Export Indicator published yes- 
terday. However. 44 per cent of respondents said they were vety 
unfamiliar with what a single currency would mean. 

• Foreign & Colonial leapt up the league of UK pension fund 
managers with the purchase yesterdav of the electricity industry's 
£14.4bn pennon fund business. p oa -ign & Colonial paid 
up to £5 3m. due in cash instalments over two years, for the deal, 
which doubles its funds under management to around £2Sbn. F&C 
argued a good fit between iu> global retail expertise and ESN's 

6- experience in managing large UK pension fund assets. 

• The .Accounting Standards Board is seeking views on interna- 
tional proposals on earnings per share and segmental reporting 
in order to help it reflect UK views when they are discussed by 
Other bodies and see if any changes are needed to UK standards. 



had warned in December that 
its US business was being hit by 
destocking after US retailers 
and lingerie manufacturers 
over-estimated consumer de- 
mand in the run-up to Christ- 
mas. In February, it said the 
problem was likely to continue 
until the end of March. 

Chris Burbridge of UBS said: 
“1 was not surprised by the style 
of the statement, but 1 was sur- 
prised by the degree. The com- 
pany had made it quite clear 
that the States would be the 
problem, but the word 'sub- 
stantial' had a fair old sting in 
it." 

The LIS problems follow dif- 
ficulties faced by Courtaulds 
Textiles and the rest of the in- 
dustry last year after a sharp 
run-up in raw materials prices 
and weak consumer demand. 
Thai helped to cut underlying 
profits bv 12 per cent to £40.4ra 
in 1995. 

Noel Jervis, Courtaulds Tex- 
tiles' chief executive, said the 
group had left many of the prob- 
lems of last year behind it, but, 
as it warned in February, the US 
destocking had continued. 
There were now clear signs of 
improvement. The order 
pipeline was filling up as cus- 
tomers recognised that the de- 
stocking phase was coming to an 
end and, us a result, manufac- 
turing activity was returning to 
a degree of normality. 

However, he warned that the 
changing nature of the business 
would have an impact on jobs. 
The group has been running 
short-time working at its three 
factories in the first quar- 
ter and recently laid off 100 of 
its l.OOtl-strong US workforce. 
At home it has axed MJU to 70U 
jobs with the closure of two spin- 
ning and several small clothing 
factories in the first three 
months of the year. 

Investment Column, page 20 



BAT INDUSTRIES 


"Steady progress in 1 996” 


Three months unaudited results 
to 31 March 1996 

PRE-TAX PROFIT £600m +16% 


EARNINGS PER SHARE 11.6p +17% 


• Pre-tax profit up by 10 per cent on an underlying basis, excluding 
the £34 million profit from the sale of the Group's food operations 
in Chile. 

• Financial services profit up 2 per cent at £255 million. Good 
performance from Farmers and encouraging trend in UK life, but UK 
underwriting results deteriorated in the general business. 

• Tobacco profit up 9 per cent at £358 million and volumes up, by 

4 per cent against last year’s strong first quarter. Sales of both US and 
UK international brands once again made good headway- . / 

• *In terms of the year as a whole, We anticipate m&tog steady 

progress in 1996. This should enable u$ to continue to reward pur , 
shareholders with long term superior total returns” • •’ ' ; 

Lord Cairns* Chairman • 


The fuH quarterly report is bang posted to shareholders and copies are available tram the Company Secretary, BAT hdustries p.Lt, Windsor House, 50 Victoria Street, London SW1H ONL 
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business 

Railtrack is one to be aboard 


An extraordinary surge of 500,000 
registrations for the Railtrack retail 
offer over the last week coincided with 
yet another bout of bad publicity for 
the flotation. Leaked documents' sug- 
gested that the prospectus estimates for 
repairing bridges and tunnels were 
billions of pounds loo low. 

On dose examination, il all turned out 
to be a pretty meaningless comparison 
of chalk and cheese. But even the scary 
headlines seem to have failed to deter 
the array of potential retail investors 
horn putting their names down for the 
application pack. Something has clear- 
ly been happening in the undergrowth 
over the last few days that even Rail- 
track's advisers cannot firmly identify. 

One reason is the shorter than usu- 
al application period. But given the low- 
key advertising campaign, the most 
convincing theory was that the personal 
finance* pages have been so solidly 
favourable for the last few weeks on 
the grounds that the yield on offer is 
irresistible. 

Railtrack is to pay a 17.2p a share 
final dividend in the autumn. This will 
be followed swiftly by an interim nest 
February worth about 8.6 p. With a lQp 
discount on the first instalm ent the to- 
tal benefit for retail investors is 35.8p, 
or 18.8 per cent on the I90p part-paid 
shares in the nine months to February. 

Annualising this to 25 per cent over 
nine months, as some Railtrack advisers 
were doing yesterday, is not particu- 
larly meaningful for private investors 
going into this as a long-term yield stock 
rather than a quick punL But even 18.8 
per cent over the full year until the sec- 
ond instalment is due is handsome 
enough. This promise may have led to 
a belated snowballing of retail regis- 
trations, which reached 1.9 million at 
the close. If you assume conservatively 
that 30 per cent of registrants will ap- 
ply for an average £2,000 a go. then 
£1 Jbn ofretaii money will chase a min- 
imum allocation of £55 Om, making il 
twice subscribed. 

Since it looks as if the retail element 
of the sale will be enlarged above the 
minimum 30 per cent, cutting into the 
institutional allocation, that in turn 
gives SBC Warburg a useful lever. In 
theory, the retail offer could rise to 
nearly 50 per cent, and it is certainly 
likely to top 40 per cent. The prospect 
of a shortage of institutional stock in 
early trading should help along nice- 
ly Lhe bookbuilding exercise that sets 
the price. It would not be surprising to 
see the gross dividend yield coming out 
well below the lop of the 6.60 to 736 
per cent forecast yesterday. A yield of, 
say, 7 per cent still puts Railtrack sig- 
nificantly above the water and elec- 
tricity companies and BT. 


The Investment Column 

EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 


With political risk from Labour 
looking less serious by the day, there 
is a very strong case to be made for 
Railtrack shares as a high-yielding util- 
ity stock. This is not one to miss. 


Pain continues 
at Courtaulds 


It has been a dismal six months for 
Britain’s textile groups. Last year the 
industry was caught between the rock 
of soaring raw materials prices and the 
hard place of depressed consumer de- 
mand, exacerbated by the unusually 
warm summer. That produced a crop 
of profits warnings around the turn of 
the year, including one from Courtaulds 
Thames, which as well as the problems 
at home, had to cope with the impact 
of destocking by US retailers. 

Although it said in February that the 
problems across the Atlantic were 
likely to continue until March, it is dear 
from yesterday’s new profit warning 
that the pain has continued longer than 
expected. The glitch stemmed from US 


retailers and lingerie manufacturers be- 
ing forced to run down stocks in No- 
vember and December last year after 
over-estimating the growth in consumer 
demand last year. That naturally hit 
suppliers like Courtaulds Textiles, 
which supplies close to $200m of 
stretch fabric and lace into this mar- 
ket, representing around 12 per cent 
of lhe group's sales. 

But continued destocking in the first 
quarter has cut sales in the business by 
30 per cent and it now looks as if the 
US operation will make a small loss in 
the first half. Given profits last time, 
that will represent a £6m tumround 
from the first six months of 1995. 

Analysts yesterday pared their prof- 
it forecasts by between £2m and £7m, 
with UBS now looking for around £42m 
for the current year. Whether that 
proves enough will depend on how the 
rest of the year turns ouL Noel Jervis, 
chief executive, claims there are clear 
signs of a pick-up in the US. Orders 
are rising again as customers see light 
at the end of the destocking tunnel. 
Manufacturing activity is returning to 
normal and, meanwhile, the UK mar- 
ket is showing stirrings of life. 
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Market value: £38fim. share price 373p 


5-year record 

1991 

1992 

Turnover (£bn) 

089 

o.&f 

Pre-tax profits {Em) 

39.1 

' 38.fi 

Earnings per share (pence) 

30.1 

295' 

Dividends per share (pence) 

13-6 . 

14.2 


153 155 

- *UBSforecast 


Operating profit 1935 

£m 


Share price 

pence 


north America 
04 . 


Rest of the world ?50 
2.7 • 


Rest of Europe 133 ‘ W-UKZ7.2 
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Even so, Courtaulds Textiles has a 
wall of credibility to climb before it can 
restore its reputation with the stock 
market. It has embarked on a rationa- 
lisation exercise. But its decision to 
move more manufacturing off shore 
has come late in the day. 

The forward multiple of 12 and yield 
of 53 per cent may not be enough to 
sustain the shares, down 45 p at 373p, 
in the short term. Unattractive. 


Sage, safe 
and sound 


Think of a technology stock and it prob- 
ably conjures up an element of glam- 
ourous, leading-edge products set to 
transform our lives. In that contest Sage, 
the accountancy software firm, maybe 
something of a disappointment, as 
boring and predictable as many of the 
customers it serves. Its unbroken prof- 
its record, however, is anything but dulL 

Sage has built up a substantial fol- 
lowing precisely because it is qol 
prone to delivering the periodic profit 
warnings that dog the rest of the sec- 
tor. Since being floated at the equiv- 
alent of 26p in 1989, it has hardly put 
a foot wrong and. in the last year the 
shares have outperformed a rising 
stock market by more than 100 percent. 

The Sage trick is to ensure that new 
customers become an annual stream 
of hjgb-znargin maintenance charges by 
signing them up for software up- 
grades, telephone helplines and train- 
ing where competition is weakest. Of 
Sage's 870,000 registered users, 164,000 
are covered by these support-service 
contracts that now account for almost 
half of total income. 

Given this highly visible earnings 
stream, it is hardly surprising the lat- 
est half-year figures created lew waves. 
Pre-tax profits grew from £11. 7m to 
£16. lm on sales 42 per cent higher at 
£71.Sm. Significantly, new business in 
the form of primary software sales was 
38 per cent ahead at £33.7m. 

Although the UK accounts for the 
lion's share of profits, France is the 
largest revenue area and margins there 
should improve as a more marketing- 
led approach with emphasis on recur- 
ring revenues is applied. Further 
expansion in Europe is ako on the cards. 

UBS is sticking with its foil-year pre- 
tax forecast of £303m, implying a p/e 
ratio of 23. The shares encountered 
some profit-taking yesterday, slipping 
25p to 435p oh the figures, but they re- 
main among the safest bets in a noto- 
riously volatile sector. The premium 
rating is deserved. 


Gardens lose lure for the 

Woolwich whistle-blower 


City Diary 

John Willcock 
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The whistle-blower who 
sneaked on Peter Robinson, 
the recently ousted chief ex- 
ecutive of Woolwich Building 
Society, is now known 
throughout the society as 
“Mo’ the Grass”. One allega- 
tion. of course, was that Mr 
Robinson had used the 
society’s own gardeners to 
work at his house. 

Sid is dead. Long Live Sidt 
The advisers to the much- 
derided Railtrack float faded 
completely to conceal their 
glee yesterday as applica- 
tions' for the last week broke 
all privatisation records. 

Contrary to the predic- 
tions of a cynical press, the 

small investor has not lost 

faith in such offers after all. Not so rosy: Mr Robinson It 
Over half a million people 

applied for Railtrack shares jobs and the City over the 
in the week to 29 April, last decade. Before becora- 

ignoring completely the ing NatWest Securities' 

plethora of “Sid is dead” deputy managing director of 

headlines in the papers. One UK and European Equities, 
senior adviser to the float he spent three years with 
chortled yesterday: “Any Burton on Trent brewers 

publicity is good publicity.” Maiston Thompson and 

Evershed, the makers of 
Oxford United fanatic John Marston's Pedigree and 
Dunsmore is leaving other fine ales. Before that 

NatWest Securities after be was a brewing analyst at 
three years to join Scottish & NatWesL 
Newcastle, Britain’s biggest There is only one thing on 
brewer, as its corporate tbs- Mr Dunsmore ’s mind at (he 
velopment director. moment, though: Can 

The 37-year old has Oxford United win promo- 

hopped between brewing tion from the Second to the 

SBC Warburg suffered another embarrassing defection from 
its corporate finance department yesterday when Hugh Scott* 
Barrett resigned as head of its power sector team to join ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett. The 37-year-old will become chief 
executive of ABN’s European Corporate finance business, 
concentrating on cross-border mergers - after he has 
finished two months’ gardening leave first. “He’ll be a bigger 
fish in a smaller pond,” one former colleague remarked of 
the popular racehorse owner. While the papers have been full 
recently of former Warburg corporate financiers leaving in 
disgust at perceived Swiss heavy-handedness, Mr Scott-Bar- 
rett is an SBC man. Having beat there 10 years, he was sec- 
ond in command to Rodi Bogni when fast year's merger 
occurred. 

SBC Warburg denied his departure would damage any of its 
power and utility deals - the bank is advising Southern Com- 
pany of the US, far example. “We’ve got my capable gays 
running these things,” an SBC Warburg spokesman Mid. 
“This isn’t part of a bigger problem or haemorrhage of staff.” 




Not so rosy: Mr Robinson leaves his colleague an epithet 


I First Division on Saturday by 
beating Peterborough? 

The Financial Times had an 
| intriguing headline on page 
| 26 yesterday: “PowerGen is 
threatened with MCC 
referral." Hciwzat! 

| More musical chairs as 
Philip Kendall leaves 
Samuel Montagu after 12 
years in its corporate finance 
department. He is reputedly 
receiving a handsome pack- 
age, even by City standards, 
from his new employers, ac- 
countants Coopers & 
Lybrand. 

He will head Coopers' 
public company advisoiy 
practice. Presumably the 
bean -counters have to pay 
over the odds, since their 
drive to break into main- 
stream corporate finance is 
expected bv the City to be a 
damp squib, although this 
may just be sour grapes. 

Mr Kendall, 48, owns a 
large pDe in Northampton- 
shire and is mad about 
Jaguar cars. A former col- 
league at Samuel Montagu 
mused yesterday: “1 don’t 
believe Coopers' car scheme 
will be providing him with 
the new Jaguar XK8". 
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Kirk quits Iceland to join 
Peacock’s ahead of float 


NIGEL COPE 

Richard Kirk has resigned from 
his high-profile role as manag- 
ing director of Iceland. Lhe 
frozen foods group, to join 
Peacock's, a family- run clothing 
retailer that harbours plans to 
float on the slock market. Mr 
Kirk will become chief execu- 
tive and the company expects to 
float within two years. 

Peacock's was founded in 
Warrington in the iSStis when 
il traded as Peacock's Penny- 
Bazaars. The company now has 
142 shops that offer value-for- 
money clothing and household 
textiles. It also runs 60 branches 
of Milieu’s the camping and 
outdoor clothing retailer which 
it acquired in 1991. 

Mr Kirk said: “It's a great op- 


portunity. The company has 
had its ups and downs but since 
it starteoexpanding business has 
really been exceptional.” 

He added that the manage- 
ment had considered other op- 
tions such as a trade sale but 
opted for a flotation. 

Robert Peacock, chairman, 
and Hugh Child, managing di- 
rector, own 80 per cent of the 
shares and there arc no other 
family members in manage- 
ment positions. Venture capital 
funds hold most of the re- 
maining shares. 

Mr Kirk became a noo-ex- 
cculrve of Peacock’s a year ago. 
It is thought that he will be buy- 
ing some shares and will have 
options over others. 

Peacock’s plans to open at 
least 25 new stores this year and 


opened its first store in North- 
ern Ireland in March. Many are 
concentrated in the South-west 
but more have been opening in 
London recently. 

Mr Kirk said the funds raised 
from the stock market listing 
would help back the expansion 
plans as well as releasing capi- 
tal for the shareholders. 

Peacock's was founded by 
Albert Peacock who traded 
from small market stores. 
Shortly before the war the busi- 
ness moved to Cardiff under his 
son, Harold. Peacock’s has an- 
nual sales of £85m and employs 
2^500 staff. Its accounts for the 
year to March are currently be- 
ing completed. 

Mr Kirk, 50, joined Iceland 
from Woohvorths in 1978 and 
was appointed managing di- 


rector last year. Iceland said he 
would receive no compensation 
and would not be replaced. 
His responsibilities will be as- 
sumed by other directors, the 
company said. 

Mr Kirk received a total of 
£255,000 last year, plus a pen- 
sion contribution of £207,000. 
He also holds more than 
400,000 Iceland shares which, at 
yesterday's price of 152p, were 
worth £643,000. 

Iceland was part of Sir David 
Alliance’s consortium which 
failed in its fl.lbn bid to acquire 
the Littiewoods empire last 
year. Under that plan Iceland 
would have taken control of Ut- 
dewoods’ high street stores and 
N Brown, Sir David’s mail-or- 
der firm, would have retained 
the catalogue business. 



From food to clothes: Richard Kirk will not be replaced 


Lenders increase forecasts as house prices rise 


NIC cicum 

Halifax Building Society is set 
to more than double its own 
forecast for house price rises for 
the remainder of this year, 
from 2 per cent up to 5 per cent. 

The society is due today to 
announce that ils house price in- 
dex rose by up to 1 per cent in 
April, marking the ninth- 


consecutive monthly increase. 
Fresh signs of a gradual recov- 
ery in the UK property market 
were underpinned yesterday by 
Nationwide Building Society, 
which said its own house price 
index improved by 1.2 per cent 
last month. 

The increase lakes house 
prices to an 18-month high af- 
ter the collapse faced by the 


market for most of last year. 
Over a 12-month period, prices 
were 1-2 percent higher. 

Philip Williamson, corporate 
development director at Na- 
tionwide. said yesterday: “This 
month’s rise represents a con- 
tinuation of the positive trend 
that began Last summer. 

“Estate agents’ reports show 
increased interest from buyers 


in most areas of the country, al- 
though a shortage of good qual- 
ity property is holding back a 
potential increase in activity. 
Prices reflect stronger demand 
for those desirable properties 
that do come onto the market.” 
Mr Williamson added that 
subdued levels of sales were still 
evident from statistics issued last 
week by the Inland Revenue, 


which showed that the number 
of transactions in March were 
pinned at about 90,000, similar 
to previous months. 

He added: “More timely data 
such as new mortgage approvals 
are showing a slightly stronger 
increase in activity but, never the 
less, gains remain modest” 

Ian Shepherdson. UK econ- 
omist at HSBC, admitted yes- 


terday that although new mort- 
gage approvals had reversed the 
catastrophic falls last year, there 
had been tittle real progress. 

He claimed the March figures 
may have been influenced by 
the increase in fixed rates. 

“The slowdown in mortgage 
demand means the recent 
strength in house prices almost 
certainly cannot last,” be added. 




InterestRates. 

Amended Maturity TtSSA Rates 1 
Effective From lstMasy, 1996 


Variable Bate Maturity TESSA 


6.50% tax free* 


Monthly Income Matu rity TESSA 630% tax free* 

‘Free of UK income tax. Rates may vary but are correct at 
time of going to press. Details of interest rates paid on all 
other accounts are available from any Britannia branch. 
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Cigarette growth boosts BAT 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Strong growth in world cigarette 
sales and a one-off disposal 
profit helped BAT to a 16 per 
cent rise in first-quarter profits. 

The tobacco and financial 
services group’s shares rose 7Sp 
to 510p as a result but remained 
well below the level at which 
they traded before a landmark 
legal settlement shattered in- 
vestor confidence in the ciga- 
rette industry earlier this year. 

BAT said at its annual meet- 
ing last week that it had spent 
£3Sm fi ghting tobacco-related 
legal cases last year. Yesterday 
il confirmed that il had “got used 
to heavy legal costs'' as just an- 
other part of doing business in 
the US. 

Lord Cairns, chairman, 
added: “It must be all too easy 
for shareholders to lose sight of 



the opportunistic cases being 
brought against us.” 
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t In focus: Lord Cairns says 
1 growth should be steady 
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1 our business successes in the face 
• of all the adverse publicity gen- 
i crated by the highly vocal anti- 
smoking movement. Despite 
, their claims, nothing has really 
f changed. We will maintain our 
f policy of vigorously defending 
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tobacco-related litigation, prof- 
its from tobacco trading rose 9 
per cent to £358m, even com- 
pared with last year’s strong first 
quarter. Returns were boosted 
by a 4 per cent rise in cigarette 
volumes and a 6 per cent rise in 
exports. 

The continued strength of 
the cigareue arm boosted group 
profits at BAT from £516ro to 
£600m. Excluding a £34m profit 
from the sale of the Chilean 
Malloa food operations, dis- 
carded as pan of the group’s 
focus on the core tobacco and 
financial services operations, 
profits rose 10 per cent. 

Less spectacular was a 2 per 
cent increase in financial services 
trading profit to £255m, com- 
prising a £139m contribution 
from general insurance and 


£116m from life and invest- 
ment operations. Farmers in 
the US was a strong contribu- 
tor to profits and, while under- 
writing results deteriorated, 
thanks portly to bad weather, 
there were encouraging signs for 
the life industry. 

_ The company said competi- 
tion in the UK general market 
remained intense and there had 
also been a marked deteriora- 
tion in the underwriting result. 
Eagle Star Direct, however, 
continued to grow, reflecting the 
group's attention to developing 
its direct distribution channels. 

Lord Cairns warned that last 
year's strong performance 
would not be repeated: “As I said 
at the agm, in terms of the year 
as a whole, the board does not 
expect last year's exceptional 26 
per cent growth to continue. We 
do. however, anticipate making 
steady progress.” 


In Brief 


• Mulberry, Lhe manufacturer of leather bags and other 
accessories that said recently it was planning an Alternative In- 
vestment Market flotation later this month, has signed an ex- 
clusive distribution agreement with Moonbai, one of Japan's 
largest fashion accessories companies. Moonbai plans to build 
a 2,000 sq ft flagship store in the fashionable Yurakueho dis- 
trict of Tokyo, followed by a further 20 retail outlets over the 
next three years. 

• Innovations Group, the catalogue retailer, said yesterday it was 
in preliminary talks with its executive directors to take the com- 
pany private. The group, which said it was responding to the re- 
cent upward surge in its share price, stressed that no proposal 
had been received 

• Danka Business Systems, the aquisitive photocopier distrib- 
utor hopes to double its share of the UK photocopier market 
to 12 per cent within the next two to three years. The company 
is also expanding in Continental Europe and hopes to add fur- 
ther deals to last October's £109m acquisition of Infotec Europe, 
one of Europe's largest fax and photocopier groups. Danka in- 
creased its pre-tax profits by 34 percent to £61m on sales of £793m. 

| Stripping out acquisitions, the company achieved organic sales 
growth ofll per cent. The dividend was increased by 20 per cent 
to 2.16p. 

• Brawl the printing, paper and packaging group, has paid £26 .5m 
for Alpha Supplies, a cleaning and hygiene supplies distributor. 
Alpha Supplies, which has been acquired from its existing man- 
agement and a group of venture capitalists, made operating profits 
of £3 5m last year. 

• Central Motor Auctions, a quoted company with six car-auction 
centres, has accepted an 87p per share offer from Independent 
Car Auctions, a newly formed holding company. The deal values 
CMA at £ll.9ra. Central Motor Auctions achieved profits of 
£116,000 on sales of £12m last year. 

• Thomas Jonrdan, the company that makes the Corby trouser * 
press, returned to the black last year, making profits of 
£232,000 compared with previous losses of £3.5m. Operating 
profits were static due to continuing difficulties at the UGB busi- 
ness, which supplies the DIY market, and rising raw material 
prices. Corby is due to launch a range of travel and clothes-care 
items later this year. 

• Imry Holdings, the property group, has teamed up with Rank 
Leisure to develop a £25m leisure development next to the com- 
pany’s retail park on the West Quay site in Southampton. The 
development will include a 12 screen cinema, a “Hotshots" sports 
bar, a tenpin bowling centre, two nightclubs, and. a selection of 
resluarants. Work is exported to start this summer and be com- 
pleted by Easier 1997. 

• Carr’s Milling, the Carlisle-based agriculture and milling 
group, increased profits by 15 per cent to flint last year. The 
company said the BSE scare should not adversely affect the 
group’s agriculture business, which supplies cattle feed to farm- 
ers. Earlier this month Carr's Milling appointed David New- 
ton, chief executive of Hiflsdown Holdings, as a non-executive 
director. 

•Admiral, the computer services group, said at its annual 
meeting that 1996 had begun well, adding that approval had 
been received from the French authorities for the planned pur- 
chase of French computer group Areas. The company said staff 
numbers had increased by 291 to 1.390 since the start of the 
year. 
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FT-SE 100 
3806.0 -3.1.9 . 
FT-SE 250 
4540.1-11.7 
FT-SE 350 
1925.9 -5.8 
SEAQ VOLUME 
810m shares, 
32,331 bargains 
Gilts Index 
92.46 -0.11 


market report/shares 


Bearish trading statements add to the anxiety 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share pice, pence 



Cautious trading statements 
helped undermine an already 
waiy stock market. Sudden 
anxiety about tomorrow’s US 
payroll figures, which have a 
reputation for wrong-footing 
New York, and the outcome of 
today's elections was already 
weighing heavily on sentiment 
when the bearish trading com- 
ments became known. 

General Accident was the 
heavyweight casualty. It told 
shareholders trading was Tun- 
ing at “a significantly lower 
lever than a year ago. The 
shares fell 18p before rallying 
to end 7p down at 625p. 

Courtaulds Textiles was cut 
45p to 373p after a profit 
warning, which prompted 
Nat West Securities to cut £9m 
from its forecast It now expects 
£38m: last year CT made 
£36 Jm, down from £473m. 

Eurodis Electron, the elec- 
trical distributor, also con- 
tributed to the gloom. It 
produced a less than encour- 


aging trading statement as 
Blektrowatt. the Swiss group, 
acknowledged it had been un- 
able to find a buyer for Its 
shareholding and had decided 
to place 4032 per cent through 
UBS. Eurodis slumped 49p to 

ITie market was confused by 
Elektrowatt’s comment that 
the placing “is conditional on 
our price expectations being 
met". UBS had not printed de- 
tails of the placing, presumably 
uncompleted, when the market 
dosed. 

Hie shares have experienced 
a roller-coaster ride since Elek- 
Lrowatt in an abrupt policy 
switch, decided to pay £lbn for 
Landis & Gyr, an electronics 
group, and sen peripheral in- 
terests to help meet the cosL 

It managed to unload a near 
30 per cent interest in Unitech 
to Siebe, the engineer, which 
went on mount a £520m bid. 

But although it has been in 
talks with potential bidders 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


is thought to have met analysts the finandal 
this week and is expected to get 
approval from the US Food 
and thug Administration for 
a heart treatment. 


Neilson 


EJektrowatt, controlled by 
Credit Suisse, has finally had 
to resort to a placing. The mar- 
ket had talked of The Swiss sale 
prompting a 360p-a-share offer 
and the shares touched 312p 
earlier this year. 

BICC. the cable and con- 
struction group, also scattered 
a little uncertainty around. It 
has held analysts' meetings 
and Societe Gen&rale Strauss 
TUmbull put a seD sign over the 
shares, although ABN Amro 
Hoare Govett is more i 
The price fell Sp to 342p. 

The failure of any of the 
long-mooted takeover bids to 
appear also took its toll, with 
National Power, Ladbroke and 
Thorn EMI pulled lower. 


The FT-SE 100 index ended 
11.9 points down at 3,8062) and 
the supporting index, for long 
so buoyant, fell a further 11.7 
to 4340.1. 

National Westminster Bank 
gained 73p to 6193p as hopes 
revived of a share buy-back or 
special dividend. Beotokfl was 
up 53p to 388p on further US 
buying following its BET 
success. 

Sm Wilding Ref dmm con- 
tinued to advance, up 13p to 
717-5p. The shares have 
climbed 60p since last month’s 
marginally better than ex- 
pected figures. There is talk 
that it is gearing up for a big 
takeover exercise, with a US 
group likely to be the target. It 


Glaxo Well come, up 12p to 
81$p, was again helped by 
FDA clearance of a new 
anaesthetic, and Smitb & 
Nephew drew further strength 
from its skin-growing alliance, 
up I.75p to 195p. 

Lloyds Chemists fell 4p to 


al group, 
surged 95p to 365p. 

MMT Computing, with a 71 
per cent interim profit ad- 
vance, jumped S6p to 45$p, and 
Celtic Fbotbafl Club, a noto- 
riously thin market, gained 
3.000p to 17300p. 



Lucas Industries fell back 
further after its recent tun. los- 
ing 2p to 213p. Some are won- 
dering whether the group, 
see king a chief executive to re- 
place George Simpson, will 
contemplate a merger with 
T&N. 

The day's best performer was 
Liverpool-based stockbroker 
Neilson Cobbold, which duly 
confirmed a takeover approach 
- from Rathbone Brothers, 


on the likelihood that Chelsea 
manager Glenn Hoddle will 
take the England hot seat, 
and Centra] Motor, a car auc- 
tion business, put on 15p to 85p 
following an S7p-a-snare bid 
from a company owned by In- 
dependent Car Auctions of 
Bristol and Manbeim Auc- 
tions of the US. 

Innovations fell 3p to 189p, 
after touching 206p. The cat- 
alogue retailer may be taken 
private. 

Flomerics, a specialist soft- 
ware group, held at 215p. Man- 
aged Technology Investors, a 
venture capital bouse, sold 
most of its 403 per cent stake 
to institutions at 200p. 


TAKING STOCK 


□ MSB International, a com- 
puter group, looks set for a 
heady debat today. The 
shares were placed at 190p 
but ronld top 22Qp when 
trading gets under way. The 

group, operating mainly 
the South-east, has increased 
profits more than sixfold in 
the past two years. 

0 Cambridge Mineral Re- 
sources, seeking diamonds 
and sapphires in Ireland, 
Scandinavia and Spain, is ex- 
pected to arrive on Ofex, the 
fringe share market, in July. 
The mmpany has raised 
£250,000 through a private 
share placing. 

0TBL a property develop- 
ment and investment group, 
gained 3p to 723p in, for the 
second day running, busy 
trading. It has sold a leisure 
complex at Stevenage for what 
appears to be an attractive 
price. Buyer is Norwich Union. 
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business 


Industry slumps 
but consumer 
spending soars 


JOHN E1SEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Manufacturing industry dis- 
played yesterday the most 
depressing . figures since the 
early days of the recovery in 
1992, as consumer spending 
powered ahead, underscoring 
the split personality of the 
British economy. 

The contradict ary figures 
leave a decision on interest 
rates hanging in the balance. 
Pointing to the growing evi- 
dence of weakness, many City 
economists said that when the 
Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, 
next meets Eddie George, Gov- 


ernor of the Bank of England, 
on 8 May, the chances have in- 
creased of a further rate easing. 

The outcome of today’s local 
council elections, in which the 
Conservatives are expected to 
suffer extensive losses, will add 
to the political pressure on the 
Chancellor to fuel the feel- 
good factor. 

“We still think interest rates 
are on hold as the weakness 
could stm just be temporary, but 
the chances of a rate cut have 
increased," said Ciaran Barr at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 

The April purchasing man- 
agers index feu to 483 from 49.4 
the previous month, while new 


Inflation fears in 
US as costs rise 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

A fresh batch of indicators yes- 
terday showed the US economy 
was on course for another year 
of steady if unspectacular 
growth, but some economists 
were growing uneasy that higher 
commodity and petrol prices 
may soon push inflation higher. 

The latest evidence has come 
from the Commerce Depart- 
ment, whose index of leading in- 
dicators rose 02 per cent in 
March, following its 13 per cent 
jump in February, the largest in- 
crease in 20 years. 

Although the rise was less 
than the 03 per cent expected 
by Wall Street, it gives the lie to 
fears circulating in late 1995 that 
the economy was heading for a 
serious slowdown - possibly 
even a recession. Most predic- 
tions are of 2 per cent growth 
in GDP in 1996, around the 
same as last year. 

In a separate report yesterday, 


new private and public building 


projects soared by 3.1 per cent 
in March, the biggest such 
single-month increase since 
early 1992. The buret of activi- 
ty, though a rebound from Jan- 
uary and February when bad 
weather had a serious impact, 
caught analysts by suprise. 

Separately, the Conference 
Board business research group 
reported that its dasefy watched 
index of consumer confidence 
jumped to 1053 in April from 
98.4 the previous month. The 
index has not been that high for 
six years, shortly before the 
1990/91 recession, and the in- 
crease shows that public worry 
about jobs and corporate down- 
sizing is receding. 

If anything now the worry 
here is over renewed inflation, 
fuelled by increases in com- 
modity prices. Months of 
drought have pushed grain 
prices sharply higher, while 
petrol prices, driven by refinery 
stoppages, and a tight global 
market after the exceptionally 
severe winter, are 10 per cent 
higher than a year ago. 


orders fell at the sharpest rate 
since September 1992, down to 
47.1 compared with 49.9 in 
March. 

The Chartered Institute of 
Purchasing and Supply said 
there had been no agnificant 
growth in the manufacturing 
economy in the past 12 months. 

“It is a depressing outlook. If 
you take the headline figure, it 
Is the worst since the ‘green 
shoots' days of 1992,” said Peter 
Thomson, CEPS director-gen- 
eral. Consumer goods manu- 
facturers were the only 
companies reporting an upturn 
in production, while output of 
investment and intermediate 
goods declined. 

“The survey further demon- 
strates the split in the UK econ- 
omy, with the manufacturing 
sector remaining weak,” said 
Tom Rayner of Soci6t<£ 
GdmfraJe Strauss Turnbull. 
“The survey shows stock levels 
are not r unning down, as was 
previously hoped, but are ac- 
tually bull ding up, and sug- 
gests that it will be some time 
before there is any positive 
news on the UK economy.” 

At the same time, the weak- 
ness of the prices component in 
the poor purchasing data con- 
tained further positive news on 
the infla tion front It recorded 
a new low since 1991, suggest- 
ing further falls in official pro- 
ducer price inflaton and 
ultimately retail once inflation 
are likely, according to Simon 
Briscoe of Nikko Europe. 

“The overall index suggests 
contraction rather than expan- 
sion in the economy for the 
third month running. There is 
no chance that base rates will 
rise in the month ahead, so the 
balance of probability is now 
that the next move will be 
down,” he said. 

Complicating the forecasting 
equation, however, were con- 
sumer credit figures yesterday, 
which showed bank lending at 
its highest level in the first 
quarter since they were first sur- 
veyed in 1991. 
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Premium pets: Denis Loretto, a director at Comhill and chairman of the new Pet Plan board, with Patsy Bloom yesterday Photograph: BiH Johnston Photos 

Comhill buys Pet Plan for £32J>m 


NIC CJCUTTJ 
and NIGEL COPE 

Patsy Bloom and David Simp- 
son have made a spectacular 
64,900 per cent return on the 
£500 they originally invested in 
starting Pet Plan 20 years ago. 
The business, now the UK’s 
largest pet insurance company, 
was yesterday sold to Comhill 
Insurance for £3 23m. 

The idea for the Fet Plan busi- 
ness came to Ms Bloom after she 
was hit by high vet bills for her 
pet dog. It has since become a 
kind of Bupa for pets, with pol- 
icy sales of £4Qm last year. 

Animal lovers can insure 
dogs, cats, even horses. Policies 
cover a range of accidents and 


illnesses including vaccinations, 
fractures and other treatments. 

Commenting on the sale. Ms 
Bloom said: Tm delighted. 
The company has reached the 
stage now when it needs really 
serious investment. It's the right 
time." 

Both Ms Bloom and Mr 
Simpson will remain involved in 
the company. Mr Simpson be- 
comes chief executive of the new 
Comhill subsidiary while Ms 
Bloom will remain a director in 
charge of marketing and pro- 
motion. Ms Bloom, a former 
Veuve Clicquot Businesswoman 
of the Year, said she had no im- 
mediate plans to spend the 
money. “I’d Hke to be a lady who 
lunches, just for a while.” 


Per Flan has seen a variety of 
quirky dams over the years. Re- 
cent claims include one for 
Rocky, a Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel that was frightened by 
a hound’s noisy baric, spun into 
the air and fractured its elbow 
(claim for elbow fracture : 
£996.77). 

A claim for a Wolfgang St 
Bernard was even more painful. 
The dog feU off a diff onto a De- 
von beach, sustaining multiple 
fractures (claim: £1,276). 

Pet Plan’s staff of 200 wiQ re- 
main at their headquarters in 
Brentford, Essex. Comhill said 

yesterday that there were no pre- 
sent plans to cot jobs at its new 


already provides the 


underwriting for Pet Plan's 
range of pet insurance con- 
tracts. Denis Loretto. a direc- 
tor at Comhill and chairman of 
the new Pet Plan board, said 
yesterday: “We have been very 
pleased with the underwriting 
of this portfolio since the be- 
ginning of 1994 and have built 


We look forward to achieving 
even greater success under the 
new arrangements." 

Pet Plan, whkh provides cov- 
er for all domestic pets, now has 
about 400,000 policyholders. 
The company achieved £lm of 
premium income in 1983. This 
grew to £22m in 1992 and 
readied £40m last year. Last 
month Pet Plan launched a 


special credit card aimed at the 
UK's animal lovers. 

Pet Flan has 42 per cent of the 
insured market, but has so far 
only made a minor deni among 
the UK’s 6.8 million dogs, of 
which just 12 per cent are in- 
sured, and 72 million cats, of 
which just 3 per cent have 
cover. 

Pet Plan also has 30 per cent 
of the insurance market among 
the UKs 450.000 horses. 

Comhill is part of the Allianz 
Group in Germany, the largest 
insurer in Europe. Hie com- 
pany’s gross general business 
premium income reached flbu, 
while its pre-tax profits lost 
year reached £73 .5m, 12 per 
cent up on 1994. 


SEVEN EXOTIC HOLIDAYS TO BE 


WON WITH 



INBEPENDENT 



E ach day this week The Independent is giving 
away a fabulous holiday for two. We have 
teamed up with KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, 
TraQfinders and Riur Seasons ♦ Regent Hotels and 
Resorts, the world’s leading luxury hotel group, to 
offer you the chance to win one of seven supexb prizes 
to a variety of worldwide destinations. 

So for we have given away holidays to Ibronto, 
Bangkok, Bali and Mexico. Tbday you could win a 
holiday for two to Los Angeles, California. 

The prize is for two KLM return World Business 
Class tickets via Amsterdam, and seven nights ao- 
oommodation including breakfast, at the The Regent 
Beverly Wilshire in Los Angeles. 

This renowned hotel, a stm of many Hollywood films 
including Pretty Woman, is set in the heart of Bev- 
erly Hills on Wifefaire Boulevard at tasMonabte Rodeo 
Drive. This exclusive 300-room hotel (including 91 
suites) is a favourite of beads of state. Royalty and 
other notables. 

Indeed for Hollywood insiders. The Bar has become 
the rendezvous spot for celebrated faces and fortunes, 
power brokering and people watching. A private road, 
BCamino Real leadfc between the independent Bev- 
erly and Wilshire wings. Elegance, comfort and su- 
perb service continue to be hallmarks of this superbly 
located property. It offers a magnificent ballroom 
and a health spa complete with a swimming pooL, a 
replica of Sophia Loren's pool in Italy, sauna, hot 
tubs and massage. 

A variety of sporting activities can be arranged and 
hotel guests are within easy walking distance of mu- 
seums, galleries, theatres and cinemas, as well as some 
of the finest shopping in the world. Four Seasons ♦ 
Regent are renowned for their luxurious bath- 
rooms and those at The Regent Beverley Wilshire 
are no exception - all lined in marble with deep soak- 
ing tubs and separate glass showers. 

How to Enter 

For a chance to win our holiday for two to Los An- 
geles, amply answer the following question: What 
is the state captital of California? 

Call our competition line and leave your answer, 
name, address and daytime telephone number 
0891 161 638 

Lines dose at midnight tonight Calls cost 39p per 
minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other times 
and last less than two minutes. The winner wQI be 
selected at random from all correct entries. Normal 
Newspaper Publishing pic rules apply. The Editor’s 
decision is finaL 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines has one of the most 
extensive worldwide route networks of any carrier, 
stretching to 153 cities in 83 countries. It operates 
regular services to Amsterdam from Heathrow, while 
its regional subsidiary KLM Gtybopper flies there 
from Southampton. Bristol, Cardiff, Birmingham and 
Belfast. 

Changing aircraft at Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport 
is easy thanks to its one terminal design. Passengers 
check-in once for their entire journey from the UK 


Mann’s Chinese Restaurant, Los Angeles 

WIN A TRIP 
TO LOS 
ANGELES 



Above & betow:Tke Regent BerntyWOshire Hotel 




KLIWI 





Los Angeles City 


and luggage is automatically transferred 
Renowned as a quality airline, KLM offers dedi- 
cated Tburist and Business Class cabins. Long-haul 
passengers can experience its superior World Busi- 
ness Class service, offering a choice of meals, com- 
plimentary wines and champagnes, spacious seating 
and seven channels of in-flight entertainment. For 


TraiUindens is one of die UKs foremost travel agents, 
reputed for friendly and efficient service. Their of- 
fices in London, Birmingham, Bristol, Glasgow and 
Manchester offer the widest choice of fights, hotels, 
tours, car hire and insurance . TraDfinders’ fully trained 
consultants, with first hand knowledge of most des- 
tinations worldwide, will tailor-make your itinerary 
to suit your needs. 

Thulfiaders and KLM have put together a series 
of exclusive offers for our readers. The offers include 
savings on KLM flights to Cape Tbwn, Johannesburg, 
Chicago, San Francisco and Australia, plus a 10 
discount on Traflfmdets’ insurance and immunisa- 
tions. Special fares are subject to availability and are 
for trawl during October and November 1996. 

Tb obtain an information pack with details of these 
special offers simply complete the coupon below and 
send to: Independent Promotion, KLM Flying 
Dutchman, 4th Floor, Belgrave House, 1 Greyfriars. 
Northampton NN1 2LQ by 24 May 1996. 

Terms & Commons 

1. All flights and accomnwdation are subject to avail- 
ability. 

2. UK departure points include London Heathrow, 
Birmingham, Cardiff, Southampton and BristoL 

3. All flirts are via Amsterdam, where a change of 
aircraft takes place. 

4. Travel must be complete by 30 April 1997. Win- 
ner may i»t travd between 15 December 1996 - 15 
January 1997, at Easter or on holiday weekends. 

5. Tb qualify for the Special Offer, all coupons must 
be received by 24 May 1996. 

TRAf^$^>ERS h)- FomSej&om- Regent 


Hm hadependeot/bi dependent on Sunday 
Special Offer Coapon 

Complete and send to: Independent Promo- 
tion, KLM Ryfng Dutchman, 4th Floor, Bel- 
grave House, 1 Greyfriars, Northampton NN1 
2LQ by 24 May 1996. 


Address 


KLM reservations call, 0181 750 9000. 

Four Seasons ♦ Regent Hotels and Resorts is the 
world’s largest luxury hotel group. For further in- 
formation on any Raur Seasons Hotel or Resort world- 
wide, please call 0800 526 648 in the UK & Northern 
Ireland. R^ent International Hotels can be contacted 
on 0800 282 245 in the UK & Northern Ireland. 


.Postcode 


Daytime telephone 


□ P™ 88 tfckth fe boot tf you donut wish to receive 
ftirther maiings Item Newspaper Publishing pte, 
or other companies a ssoci ated with this promotion. 
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EMU - the key to the crucial German question 


TS** c i lhti optics, EMU is sail- 
Vtfr °J ia meeting of the 
un uS Ull 7 finance mmislers, 
n . • ;K prd ' more progress, fiU- 

uuhc remaining details ctfthe sin- 

n^ v CnL v pr °j ec,L 111 the face of 

S m J ra SwedeQ ' F^and 

i h t lhe ^fin Council de- 
SSi* 81 **“ neW ER M will stabilise 
L^hangc rates m Europe until all na- 
Uooal currencies will have ceased to 

.?■ . accommodate national 
pride. it was also decided that the 
new currency, the euro, will bear on 
one side a national effigy - Christo- 
■ C olumbus, Leonardo Da Vin- 
ci, Mane Curie or the Queen - while 
** 'European symbol will appear on 
lhe back. This is going a long way 
from just a few months ago. when the 
sceptics were denying that the EU 
would be able to agree on a name 
for the new currency. 

Why are the seep Lids constantly 
wrong? Some are wrong because 
they fail to understand that the pro- 
ject has much more to do with pol- 
itics than with economics. Others 
recognise that politics is what is dri- 
ving EMU, but they fail to under- 
stand the important political issues 
on the Continent. 

The “economists" keep repeating 
that the Maastricht criteria - the con- 
ditions for being admitted to the sin- 
gle-currency dub - make no 
economic sense, and that the treaty 
must be rewritten from scratch. Of 
course the criteria make no economic 
sense { But macro-economics can 
do very little to help you understand 
the Lrcaly. as argued in a recent re- 
port from the Centre for Econom- 
ic Policy Research, Flexible 
Integration: Towards a Afore Effective 
and Democratic Europe *. The four 
criteria (on inflation, the budget 
deficit, interest rates and exchange 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

FRANCESCO GIAVAZZI 


rates) were the outcome of a diffi- 
cult political bargain, and they have 
little to do with economics. They rep- 
resent the conditions Germany 
asked for when agreeing to give up 
the two symbols of post-war eco- 
nomic stability - the mark and the 
Bundesba nk , 

The German question is at the 

centre of the political concerns on 
the Continent At the end of the Sec- 
ond World War, when Germans 
were occupied in reconstructing, 
along with their economy, new de- 


Elbe river - reminds one of what hap- 
pened three centuries ago, at the end 
of the Thirty Years’ Vfer and, more 
recently, after the First World War. 
Hie Peace of Vfestphalia, in 1648, and 
the Treaty of Versailles, in 1919, both 
left a large power vacuum along the 
borders or the strongest states. 
France with Louis XIV and Germany 
with Adolf Hitler used these occa- 
sions to expand their influence to- 
wards the east. These historical 
experiences can help in understand- 
ing the problems Europe faces today. 


garian imports came from Ger- 
many, 28 per cent of Romanian im- 
ports, 56 per cent of Bulgarian 
imports ana almost 30 per cent of im- 
ports of Poland. These economic 
jinks vanished after the war but are 
rapidly being rebuilt Language links 
- many in these countries stQl speak 
German - and the urgent need for 
capital goods, the speciality of Ger- 
man industry, have helped in re- 
building these economic links 


surprisingly quickly. 
Com pare i 


Bonn is concerned about drifting away 
from the core countries of Europe 


moeratic institutions, the big ques- 
tion for Western Europe was how to 
make sure that this country would 
not, once more, be attracted by big- 
power policies that would prevent it 
being a good citizen in Europe and 
might cause it to drift away again 
from democracy. This is no longer 
the concern today. The more con- 
crete risk, after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the reunification of Ger- 
many, is that Europe, right at the 
time when it is making the crucial 
steps towards its political and eco- 
nomic integration, will be unable to 
attract Germany in this project, and 
will condemn itself to disintegration. 

Europe today- after the return to 
democracy of the countries east of the 


If the project of unifying Europe 
is derailed - and today the rate of this 
project is intimately linked with that 
of the single currency - in the sce- 
nario that would emerge if Europe 
failed to attract Germany, then Ger- 
many would rapidly and inevitably 
emerge as the natural attractor, 
both politically and economically, for 
a vast grouping of countries which 
today are already closely linked with 
Germany, including not only Austria 
and the Benelux stales, but also 
Poland, Hungary, Croatia, Slovenia 
and the Czech Republic. Before the 
Second World War the countries of 
centre] and eastern Europe had 
close economic Holes with Germany: 
in 1938, 30 per cent of total Hun- 


] pared with such an aggrega- 
tion of states, likely to exert an in- 
fluence that would extend beyond 
Europe, even France would find it 
hard to compete - politically and eco- 
nomically. Countries such as Spain 
and Italy would find themselves iso- 
lated, excluded from all big decisions 
concerning the future of the Conti- 
nent, confined to the role of suppli- 
ers of low-tech parts for German 
industry, and to that of attractive va- 
cation sites for rich central Euro- 
peans. In Italy the prospect of 
German hegemony in Europe would 
farther exacerbate the differences be- 
tween the regions in the North-east 

- which would integrate further in 
a “Europa” in which they would, 
however, have no political repre- 
sentation - and those in the Mez- 
zogiorno. The same is likely to 
happen in the Catalan region rela- 
tive to the rest of Spain. 

This explains why France so stub- 
bornly pursues the single-currency 
project, whatever the price in terms 
of unemployment and low growth. 
But Germany too is concerned by the 
prospect of drifting away from the 
countries that have been the tradi- 
tional core of Europe. The battle that 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl is staging 
against the Bundesbank and those 

- probably a majority - among his 



Visions of Europe: Helmut Kohl is fighting a hard battle to sell the single currency in Germany 


fellow citizens who oppose giving up 
the mark, is inspired by a vision of 
Europe in which Germany is strong, 
probably the strongest country, but 
whose power is diffused in a wider 
political and economic community. 

In one respect the sceptics are 
right. EMU is not simply an eco- 
nomic project; it Is the Tjrojan horse 
for further political integration of Eu- 
rope - and one must concede that 
Chancellor Kohl keeps repeating that 
a single currency and a single cen- 
tral bank will not survive in the ab- 
sence of stronger European political 
institutions. But such are the choic- 


es we confront at the end of this cen- 
tury. Either we accept the German 
offer to participate in the design, con- 
struction and administration of new 
political institutions for Europe - an 
offer that comes at some cost, es- 
pecially in the short run. politically, 
for countries such as the UK where 
opposition to the single currency is 
still very strong, and economically, 
for countries such as Italy that are 
still far from satisfying the Maastricht 
criteria. Otherwise we must prepare 
to live in a Continent that, in any 
case, mil dance to the tune of Ger- 
many, but where other countries will 


find their views much more difficult 
to be heard. 

Francesco Giavazzi is Professor of 
Economics ur Bocconi Unh-ersity in 
Milan and a co-director of the In- 
ternational Macroeconomics Pro- 
gramme at the Centre for Economic 
Policy Research, which takes no in- 
stitutional policy positions. 

• “Flexible Integration: Towards a 
More Effective and Democratic Eu- 
rope published by CEPR. 25-2S. 
Old Burlington Street, London ILLY 
1LB Tel 0171-S7S 2900 
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WIN a drive in a Grand Prix car 


Johnny Herbert 

Fourth on his 
grand prix debut 
in Brazil in 1989, 
the endlessly 
chirpy Herbert 
had to wart six 
years before his 
promise was 
finally fulfilled 
with a first grand 
prix win amid 
jubilant scenes at 
Sitverstone last 
year. But, despite 
farther success at 
the Italian Grand 
Prix, Herbert was 
eclipsed by his 
team-mate 
Michael 

Schumacher last 
year and lost his 
seat at Benetton 
at the end of the 
season. This year 
he lines up with 
another German 
hotshoe, 
Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen, at 
Sauber, and so far 
his perennially 
rotten luck has 
persisted. 
Herbert’s self-be- 
lief, forged in his 
remarkable 
recovery from a 
terrible F3000 
accident in 1988, 
remains as strong 
as ever, but this 
year may be his 
last chance to 
establish himself 
at the top. 


F ormula 1 Dream Tfeam is 
just like Fantasy Football; 
you pick and manage your 
dream grand prix team to 
score points over the com- 
ing season. 

Even though the grand prix season 
has started, it is 
not too late to join 
in: pit your wits 
against other en- 
thusiasts and you 
could win our 
overall 1996 
champion's prize, 
a drive in a For- 
mula One car plus 
additional prizes 
for each race. 

Individual race 
prizes range from 
trips to major 
grands prix, including this year’s British 
Grand Prix at Sfiverstone, to a day at 
the Nigel Mansell Raring School at 
Brands Hatch. 

Your team must comprise three 
drivers, a chassis and an engine; your 
budget is £40 million. Make your 
selections from the grand prix shop- 
ping list printed below, the only 
restriction is that your third driver must 
come from the £1 million category. 
Details of how to enter are given on 
this page. You can enter a team at any 
point during the grand prix 
season but the earlier you enter, the 
greater your chances of being our over- 
all champion. Remember, there are 
prizes for the winning Dream Team m 
each individual grand prix so you can 
enter a different team for each race. 
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HOW YOU scon 

Points are awarded per race to the top 
six finishers, based on the 
Formula One World Championship 
points scoring system (10, 6, 4, 3, 2, 1) 


but with an extra 10 points awarded to 
each of the top six finishers. 
All drivers are eligible to same for a 
top six finish but can also notch up ex- 
tra points as follows: 

• Ihe fastest driver in race-day warm- 
up will collect six points, with five far 
the second and so on down to one point 
for the sixth quickest. 

• Drivers score one point for each 
place they make up over their grid po- 
sition. Points are not deducted by los- 
ing places. 

• Five points are lost if your driver 
posts first retirement, four for second 
down to one point lost for the fifth re- 
tirement. 

• If your driver makes-the quickest pit- 
stop (from the entry of the pitlane to 
the exit) you gain five points. 

• If your driver sets the fastest lap time 
in the race, you gain five points. 

• If your driver receives a stop/go 
penalty, you lose five points. 

• If your driver starts on pole position, 
you gain five points. 

• The Independent will name a 
Driver of the Day after each race for 
a particularly impressive performance, 
worth five points. 

• Non-qualification for a grand prix 
loses you two points. If a driver is on 
the FIA’s published starting grid but 
fails to take the start, no points are lost 

• Drivers removed from the results for 
any reason lose all points gained that 
weekend. Any driver oot 
competing in a grand prix weekend 
scores no points. 

• Chassis score and lose points in the 
same way as drivers for a top six 
finish or any early retirement 
The score is based on the first 
chassis home of that particular 
manufacturer. Likewise, only the first 
chassis retirement wDI count if they are 
both among the first five to retire. 

• Engine rules are the same as the 


chassis rules, without the retirement 
penalties. 




- ti» Dream Teani mrnber 


tfieond [of 

teeun^^ the 


;jmei Dream 





HOWTO BfTU 

Choose your Dream Team from the 
shopping list on this page. 
Remember, you must rfioose three dri- 
vers (the third from the £1 million sec- 
tion), one chassis and one engine. You 
must not exceed your budget of £40 m3- 
Hon. 

Give your team a name and register 
it by ringing 0891 891 805. 

You will immediately be asked the en- 
try question: How many races are there 
in this year’s Formula One World 
Championship? 

To enter your Dream Team details you 
can use one of two methods. 

Method 1 uses a tone phone that lets 
you key in the code numbers of your 
driver, chassis and engine 
choices. Hie computer will check that 
your team falls within budget and is el- 
igible. 

Method 2 uses a non-tone phone and 
give your details verbally. A budget 
check is not possible using this method. 

When you have registered your 
Dream Tbam, you will be asked to pre- 
dict the number of points this years 
champion will notch up over the year. 
In case of a tie at the end of the sear 
son, the nearest figure to the champi- 
■ on’s points will win the top prize. In the 
event of a further tie, the team that reg- 
istered first will win. 

Once you have registered your team 
you will he asked for your name, 
address and telephone number. Your 
team selections phis your peisonal de- 
tails will be played back to you and, 
when you confirm that they are 
correct, you will be given a PIN 
number. 

This is confirmation ofyour entry and ■ 
wifi enable you to access, the score 
(-linflring Kne . 


There is ao limit on the number of 
teams an individual can enter, but only 
one team can be registered per call 


CHECK1IM YOUR SCORE 

You can check your team’s position at 
any time by calling 0891 891 806 and 
quoting your PIN number. If you 
want to know the individual driver, 
chassis and engine saxes from the most 
recent race, call 0891 891 807. This line 
will also list the Top 50 
Formula One Dream learns. 


Rules 

1 . All telephone calls are charged at 39p 
per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute 
at afiotber times, with a typical call to se- 
cure your entry lasting between five and 
sevenminules. 

3L The deadline to be included in a par- 
ticular race is midday the Friday prior to 
that race. 

3. The judge's decision is final no cor- 
respondence wOl be entered into and 
there is no cash alternative for prizes. 

4 . Employees of Newspaper Publishing 
Pie, Haymarfcet Publishing Ltd and a 11 
associated companies and their families 
are ineligible. 

3. Entrants must be 18 or over and res- 
idents of the UK or the Irish Republic. 
3. lo be eligible for the main prize, you 
must bold a current driving licence, be 
no more than 1.95m taD and weigh no 
more than 2200)5. 

T. All scores will be worked out accord- 
ing to the official FIA time sheets pro- 
duced at the meeting. The values stated 
for drivers, engines and chassis bear no 
relation to real life. 

8 . In the event of a tie for the Dream 
Team Top ftnc or for any cf (be individual 
race prizes, the team that registered first 
will win. 

9 . For lost PIN numbers, call 0891 891 
808. Helpline: 01275 344183. 

1 0. The Top 50 Teams Line, lists the top 
50 teams from the last race. Both the 
Team Position Check Line and the Re- 
sults &Tbp 50 Teams Line will be updated 
at 2 pm on the Monday following a race. 
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Trigger back on winning trail after walkabout 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

reports from Ascot 

Most visitors to Australia return 
with memories of koala bears 
hugging eucalyptus trees or per- 
formers hugging each other at 
the Opera House. The images 
arc not so gentle for Mark 
Johnston. The Middleham 
trainer has travelled to Victoria 
twice and on both occasions he 
has needed a telescope to locate 
his runner in the Melbourne 
Cup. Quick Ransom was 23rd 
in 1994 and Double Trigger 
1 7th when favourite last yeanre- 
sults which Johnston is finding 
hard to distance from his mind! 

Yesterday, Double Trigger 
won on his first outing since the 


Melbourne Cup, and in the af- 
termath it became clear that his 
trainer's thoughts had already 
wandered some months for- 
ward and a November return to 
“The only way 111 win 
a Melbourne Cup is to keep tiy- 
m S and learning about the 
race." he said. "One or two ef- 
forts don't tell you very much. 

“There are so many factors 
there, the travelling, the train- 
ing. the quarantine and the way 

the race is run, but it’s not an im- 

H costs £50,000 to get 
to Melbourne and it's difficult 
lo perajade an owner to go back. 
All I want to do is keep going 
keep trying and I'm sore 
well win h in the end." 

Experience has taught John- 
ston that once in place, a Mel- 
bourne Cup horee should not be 


2XK) Jona Holley 
2-30 Little Black Dress 

3.00 Montendre 
3.30 Strip's Dancer 


HYPERION 

4-00 Story Ltoe 
4-30 Dramatic Act 
5jQ 0 Meranti 
5.30 Degree 


IttrtyU 
_TQrt»4 
HcOomS 
J. Dettori 1 
.T SfntaaS 
#Mx*5 
; SanAa B 
I MOB 


ncTAMAL kept ere nwwng 'e® ye» was nolchir ifi Us toorth suocass *1’®’ f 6 ®* 
JEJTIr, WaWH foSitor me 2t*imw WBtam hmi Sp«* Hanttatoj m todtfs dfr 

Lr*«l race at Newnartet. Ed 

tend* when limwie fifth and SttttiteRre Dong 

me benefit ot inat ooenmg mane cteeu ne 

,.i Ncremortct ana can propess (©an. She 

.md hBWtnc w i»» 30m w" 1 - finished some four tenths behind 

best nc^cfoys. 

sm**l .it Rmtf* iwwfl 

Suptff Sprm 3i XfotrtMY 10 h *> bul suHered ^ selection: 1KTAMAL 


jonl GRAMPIAN HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 added 3Y0 lStl 

>•3° 1 4f Penalty value £3.418 

0t& MACMORfttS (USA) (1ST & Utv ** ) P 7 t'eteatt 

r>34 WmOM (USA) TSpntoB 

4*0 GALWAY BtADE (2031 ll A .&■* 0?M! (5) 2 

US.r-0 StElltwemACWm4>U a ^”y iffl67 MHemr{M7 

now MCH DE$«£ (174) -J fcfcl J -7r““ B J Arid 9 

000* S^tWri^P«lW‘^H^P g0V3, l J(>J * y 


ASCOT 

13fc 1. OCTANT OASIS (IVHVW* 1 1- 1] 
2. TrtrtHttl 7 2; 3. Satin Ban h-2 t-» 6 
ran. 2 : ... 1. ( M Gw a, NwiwMi. Tote: 
C3.bU. £1.50. taao. Dual Forecast: £5.®. 
Qcmpjior siK»f» r«waa: uina 
anse*. DOUBLE TOGGER tlUfeMfl li- 
st tar. I. Grey Shot 5-1: a Atomy* Aloof 
i& l . 7 im Hd. 7. (M jtoiwrioa Mooriom). 
Tort! LT.TO; £1.40. ia.ro. DF' £i50- CSF: 
£.7 ifc T«j: £ jb.oo. wik Assessor, Srtcry 
in Numbers. 

3.40: l.' YEAST fHCiovane) 8-1; 2. Ufa. 

tar Ctartor 13-3 fiK X Mnaa Babar 20 
1; 4. EnmtfnC Wri 2G-JL 24 Mb. t 

UM - *** kx*xk . 
ES4.70. Oomwwr strain: fmaac fSraM. 
Tnust: £976.00. Tna£ll2O0. . 

„ t^}-***™ U H«JI W tW. 
2- M« 5-2: X Kn0ta«ar9-2. Ann. Ml 
1. «ft Harem East tveiWpo. iwc QjjOf 
040. £130. DT. £230 CSF: £5.«T® 


IcnthanongEur, 

1 4.40: LTU 


4.40: L TARAWA [RHugWa)SJt^ 3. 
Bahariovl^-t.-abeeaOrasROaaattm- 
] 8 rani nh. (N CataCian. Ncanoriat). 
Tote: 12 30: L12Q, £2,70. £200. Df; 
£10.10. CSF: £15.49. . . . 


tu»n C«h»r 1«. 

H*S«assir^ 

MR ftpiains DJy- Altera aewos muuay, 

tdaeteponaKcmL 

00 ^iiinripoc £15.70. 

EXETER 

2. EHtenora Mow 

*“«SS3 tR 8HS 

gasflgasssas— 

ssa 

£ 220 ; £130. £ 2 .?p-_«>ha 0 *-- 

;nteaassaa--“‘ 


overworked J WeVe learned 
that they’ve go to be very fit be- 
fore they go and you musn't do 
too much once you get there," 
he said "We did very little with 
Trigger compared to what we 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Domicksky 
(Hamilton 3-10) 

NB: Carol Again 
(Wolverhampton 3^0) 

normally do bin the Australians 
were dumbfounded about the 
amount of work we did" 
There was no relaxation ei- 
ther for the chestnut yesterday, 
when Jason Weaver had to 
push his mount's ears off for vir- 
tually the whole two-mile jour- 
ney of the Sagaro Stakes before 


collaring Grey Shot dose home. 
Johnston was not entirely en- 
amoured by this ride as he be- 
lieves Double Trigger should be 
left to find his own pace. 

The five-year-old wifi find his 
way back here next month for 
the Gold Cup, in which he is 
tikety to meet his brother, Dou- 
ble Eclipse. The latter, h ap- 

S " as already emerged as 
House's No 1 selection 
>oume this aut umn. 

no such traveling feat^but'he 
achieved a geographical mile- 
stone yesterday when Yeast’s 
victory in the Victoria Cup 
meant be had sent out a winner 
on every Flat course in Britain. 

Hamas also supervises the ca- 
reer of the useful Mtoto colt 
Shaamit, who was detected 


SALISBURY • : r-;-T51JS 


GOING: food 10 Firm iFTim in plucai). 

u 5 ? dc: lmlf ~ *«***' «Wc: rrrnsmrier - tar aide. 

2SJ* ADVANTAGE: Hijih far Rf 10 7f cux-pl on soft gotns. 

■ RiRhi-hund enure*.-, mainly uphill and imin*. 

"fv-B>oiT A 3 f© 4 . SalMiwy avion 3m. ADMISSION: Manteca SJ iBO; 
TwiersaUs S S; «.nurej hm diMurc S-l (uxompanied under- Ids ftee). CAR PARK: Free. 
C|C| f'BAcma 
| CHANNEL 

■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH RUNNERS: R Hannan - 38 winners tem 276 numen 
RIW* a MIKWM redd I,t mA»i and a kw In a S I Iml suke of S6.43: J Dunlop - 16 wire- 
m-re. IM nuincrs, I -I. i-V Ja.'i.BS : P Cato - 13 wfc mm, {« rmrnm. I S3*. -ZlQZi: Lard 
HMlto|{4aa - IJ nrmm?m . &K runners, 21.B%. +S 12.99. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Detteri - 25 win*. 109 rides. 22.9*, +M1.79; J ReM- 34 
wins, IM rtdo. 1&.UV -42SA2; W Carson - 22 wins, 148 rides, 1 5 JS%, -4&3.7B; Pat Bd- 
di-n- - 20 w io. Iftl nde>. I9JS.-4I8.T7. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: T iil.th.rt. (vriored, 2-00), Boman Gold (4.00). 

WINNERS IN TITE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Now. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Branston Abby (3.00 1 has teem am. 284 miles by MJobfr- 
■JiHi rnmi fcriddlilori. North Y-itfahirc. 

loom ALMOND APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS G) £3JX)0 
adde(J 7f pengty value ayxtn 

1 WTOO DUf ramies (3S) CO (TJ) (Vte Pmrda J WBwnO M Ryar 4 10 0 RRUm(S)9 

2 23KC0 STtWES SHOW Qt ) (Dj iCJ PanckJ G L Moore 4 100 AUAeralRUV 

j -tt-50 TMA7HA1H (FR) (20) Mrs CttfOTe Fteenni C Dmn 4 9 6 n)ma(7)UV 

- OW3-0 SBOOlfi OPTION (1X01 (P F I Cric- L bD P C« a 5 9 5 JBoriw(7)38 

5 113-100- MCUREP32J IN (R Mlesl J Bnriey 6 9 3 RWMM 2 V 

6 063500 PERSIAN AFFAK p)(D) ID AWfcuyl ir*M3ia*)593 __RarlB*l UDod)< f7) 3 

: 00203-3 ANBS? FORT llfl) aim Pwtmsn) P Crie 3 9 1 iknid OTMi (7)1 B 

8 2KU4J0 DESERT CALM P4) (D) Ms Neiys Dutetfi U 13 P DufeH 7 B 33 H Sample ( 5 J 0 B 

I 9 OOO INRUN (USA) (24) Bhe loopy Fodnerstifd G Bridng 4 8 12 Rtenka(7)4 

10 OOClO BOKA (24) (Ms P Julw R Hanoi 4 811 K8rit(7)5 

1 11 5*3060 MA2MCZ0|a>)(DM4iaMMa«»ftfiSfi AGritay? 

12 622660 HAWAI STORM (HQ (39) (CO) (C C Capefi D Ifiencfi Daas 8 6 & 6 Htnwn (5) ID 

13 212315 M0I CANARD (201 (D) (BF) (ftciad J Gay) Bftane3B8 IUnl3 

W 05OO UTTIE M1E (13) (TKftacel PKgym)3fi8 IDendal2 

15 OOO JONA WHET U 6 ) 0 A Baking) I Bad n£ 3 8 6 C Seoddar (3) 14 

16 6 ', WOO NABJE1SB)R(334] (BosDeBoukiuecnKsieClub) ANo«nnt)e684_JFMa(3 17 

IT 600013 I 0 TO PARBOT (45) (D) ftnid HmneJori) Lori HnUnBlDn B B 4 CCs0te(7)B 

18 000560 ALMAPA (20) ICQ) (P Slate) R Hot^s 4 8 3 F Doe (5) 2D 

19 052152 SOSSOR RBIGE (18) (D) (PmU J SlMtl) J BR^a 4 8 3 ,TFWd(5)l» 

20 531331 5&A SPOUSE (39n(SawnSEaman0MBan(faR(5S2 G T — Anar 15 

- 20 dfdamd- 

BETTWB: S-l Kh« Panot. Mel CMani, M Son SpooM, 1»-1 JMdm, Mr (rite, Amtar Fait 124 
iona Holley, Sdsnr Ridge. 14 Rotak Soriaw Option, 18 Pwrian AIMr, Stnspu Brew, 20 ottwre 
1995: Scnomhaa 3 7 12 A Qriy 12-1 (S Dw4 20 an 

ro~on1 LMJDERD/UJE FEUES HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5JJD0 added 
1 4 -JV| im Penalty Value £4JI78 

1 92JJ04- 4UMFWftgqWiSteintoBttllluteHWR)ttwgi4100 I lMtariB 

2 053043- ZaW <MHK (187) (Ms Owsme Parian) B Meehan 4 96. JRHi0iw7 

3 2311- JUBBTE PlACt (269) [Tinwlv N Cteifl T Uwcm Jones 392 W Canon U 

4 34101-0 UUieWBE(28)(ClArie)AF0BB391 j TSpnfa4 

5 5310-32 PWCE5S D4MH1E (20) (C) (D) (Vte ItenonWsitfwn) W Muff 4 9 0 IRridl 

6 436431- CAFHANOPIONCESS(lSO](HGCiriS) DHayteionH3813 DR McCate(3)12 

7 5M) UITl£ BLACK DRESS (2IQ (G rtwaiflSpi*) B Oaten 3 8 13 MW* 8 

16 3X50-30 POUY PECIA 1 AR tmpfl Gfcs'fctora Mariwfl BSnan.5813 RCnc*nn»3 

'9 6331- HONORABIE ESTATE (S24) (Q (R ABem»fi RVtannon3311 DmOTM(Q2 

10 006139- A«SSWttailim(23fl(D)SMteJN»W0n|JHls4a5 NAS 

U 600 ACE OF BEAUTY (USA) (13) (HRHPtmteFaftOSahtei) HCaicV3S5 CMMT13 

12 06000- MYSI1CIWAN (197)(UpanODwner PartneOteS SD0w381 ADriy(S)10 

1 .- 353250 SJJHSEI HARBOUR (laMRJ Thomas) TJHai^lijn 3 7 10 HltaBy(5)> 

-ISMted- 

Wi'romum netffv: 7g lOfc. Tiue JMfxfcap a ri gc Sunset Hmtxxr Tit Tfc. 

BETTY® 5-1 Aktannh. 11-2 HorewridaEstmn, 6-1 LWteBtoqk tens*. PiMcaaaDnteeBi, 13-2 Za»- 
da Zonk. ID-1 Capflano PitocM*. JuMoa Raeo, Mn LHRMar, 12-1 UB dakn, 14-1 otfeen 
1995: »%* 3 9 3 W Canon 3-1 U Dvntopi 11 an 

HXHAGUDE 

11 VMS t£od ID soft when PRWCESS DANtOLE won over a mfle and a quarter here last 
■tcpicniiKr, but sne- was also successful on good 10 firm over todcr/s (fistanca at Nottlng- 
n.w m June and car return to wmrtng form Mowing good oltan* in both outings so for 
mu- M.isoo. Wriw Mut's Nty tooK tte minor placing bertntl MarifU and subsequent secr- 
et H.T.-ard A Guess m a field oT 27 at Doncaster on the first day o( the season and mc beat- 
en .1 tench jnd a hariby Eskimo Nell at Nottmffwn Three weeks ago. Those races were 
tom ,w it mle and a quarter but droppmB down n distance BwuldnT mcwwenlence her. 
lhp claim landed sellers at Windsor (Rood to firm) and Gootfonod Iasi term and wB be 
jfuure*r tor nor tun tehtnd Sea Spree tn die Maraka States * Kemptnn war Easter. TWke 
Carson e on rfnetesung booking lor Tim Thomson Jones's JnMee Place. Thla My. iriter 
bcrir placed m her first ore races at two, landed her other wo -at Chqptiow (an auction 
mjK**i> and Windsor inurseryl - both on 8»d to tiim. The Prince Sabo My, Jjte sK of har 
.laren mats hone, lacks a recent race but can stffl fteire. Also hewng tfw wst :outln0 i or 
rnc ‘voson Jie me Rtcftard Harmon-OTtlnefl par Akfawb (FtenKe Ctettnrt) and Honorabte 
Estate 1 Dam? O'Nedii. Wdanoh struck tomi m a maiden at Bn^tton (flnn) In June and taa- 

won a rejnthcJD .« Windsor (ffxxi ro firm), v*ndin 8 up Mtfi a ckHe^ iptoum i 
crc-. Ah -n u««wer m Ocmber Honorable Estate scraped 22 «^Ste®^&itebuiy 
in June but hasnl been cm since. Salectloo: prarKESS DANiBxt 

P57v>l CHEVIOT CONDITIONS S1AKES (CLASS q £7^S50 added 6 f 
I pgnflltv Value £4338 

1 U14-62 SflAMAl ABA) (16) (T> (UriJown A) SbkSUlY EDskip 49 u MBtefU 

; bluOF-6 SJMARTSSONPOimllBnWmSteWlJl^ 

3 161000- IQCH PATRICK (217) [D) Wes EMI Q 8 eA M Madgwte 6 9 9 Mfcgoa«3 

; CC20-CB BWWSTOH AB 8 Y (B) U QwQ Abefl U 

s 1 001- 11 CARR*roA02)(C)CTa^l^AEloaa8SlBP*r«e98 -JTSpnfaB 

l iisoitv QUEENFISHBt (238) (8 H®s»nt 6 L Mooe 4 94 — 

; 3LXW4&- ETSRQUDES (SBjQ (M s SEflhen Lusste) RQiertan893 SSsofaiB 

B iWOP-5 MONTEWJIE (* 0 ) W 10 ^ MSO M McComw* 9 9 3 — — rH” 1 ? 

o J 1214 - RANBUNG BEAR (236) (PJ) (Mo MOieri I* M BtandM 393 R &xtaiie3 

m 213 OflTOWN (292) 1C) 0 A iszari) R ^rnon 3 B 13 RlfcQ««7 

-lOdodsred- 

BEnm& 3-1 Msrari, BreastH Abby, UHKSO Ortsfon, 94 Cwreidta, 7-1 Ere«adMh 9-1 Hoe- 
toadre. 10-1 RwntAnd 8 e«r. 12-1 Loch PsMch. 18-1 other* 

1996 : Shanow 3 S 13 M Eddety 9-2 (R Mamcnj 8 ran 

ramiGUDE 


8 50500- SSBOUS TRUST (201) (G Ucorel 5rMort<Piss(xe8 5 SSaodm8 

9 0000 weicHyMnuR^FnsamHrtMwrift*.. MHeesel 

3D COM ASIRA MARIH (9) (Ms (Ate kkiQM P MipIV 7 12 NAtensSV 

11 086 BRHHIS BfflIAH (28) (FaJ G Jareta) N Bohan 7 11 MEUdeitt 

12 000006 ESKMO IQSS (30) (Ms Atasnder Scotd M fttteolOftGadby 7 10 Martin Dwyer (7) 5 

IT rtnrlsiifl 

AMnniwtficTaiOni True Iwvfap Est&nc Hia 6a 13A 

HHTBME 3-1 HasMbMil, 7-2 Maoeonti, $4. SSkBbS Fritai 6-1 SUF* Dancer, M, BeOe's Boy, 

ID-1 Princely Mtah, 12-1 other* 

199R CKrit Squeeze 5 10 0 J Qun 9-1 (R Jotnson HouRhtori) 18 an 
FORM CUBE 

BELLE’S ROY. who get off She mark at Wchmtnampan ki the las; of three starts or rwo, 
was beaten three pans ot a length by Esparto in a sellar ot Notdngtam early last morah 
and easily justified favowitism In a darner a Wareriek. slamming Four Wakings sft lengths. 
The runner-up boosted The form wtengohg one better at Ftotuefiaa on Monday and Bole's 
Boy loots another wnw for Tim Spate, who has teen In good form tWs season. L&idy 
raced HaabMooh, a one-paceri 22-langth thW to MaMsn Oastte at teleestBr In March on 
Ms return, stayed on to finish ttdrd behind stx-4en0h scorer Sheref ewr this longer Journey 
at Folkestone. There should be beaer sdl to coma and he mjfJK provide most i ', )* de- 
spita befog on Sst 7B> on las hanricap debuL Maemnle, who shares top weight, finished 
b neck behind Hanbitooh at FOttestom and he is another who toota bound to Improve wBh 
experience. Selection: 8EUTS BOY 

|a AAI PENTLAND CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS C) £7,650 added 
3YD lm 2f Penalty Value £5^K)3 

1 61132- JUZAmi(U9nOteitefogCkA)PCata90 ,TQtew2 1 

2 146 HBUNBLAND(lA)(RESBa0Bi)PChappb-ltyBti9O IRcU4 

3 3211-10 HOKIAN eoii) (11J (Bj KsCOffrE Kleo) Rhtamcn90 RHa^wslB 

4 1- SfORY IRE pEti) Mntfnn Homu Ls8 BHfeBU MMfeiS 

-4 doctored - 

BEIMIG: 7-4 Heron ktaed, 2-1 Stery Ufa 5-2 Ataed, 8-1 Roman Gold 
UK PWede 3 9 0 T Quinn 1-2 P CoM 4 ran 

RNMQUBE 

A narrow whiner on ha debut m a 17 -nmner race at Doncaster (lm> last September and 
fourth beheid Ewan Top at Nramsritet (Listed) on Ms only other run at two, HBtON ISUIND 
was a drifter in the betnng at the Craven meeting bid led for five turtongs. tfnemnj; an eight- 
lengtn fourth to 2.000 Guineas hope Storm Trooper. He ta bound to be a lot sharper for 
that ran and the extra belong wD be a help. AtaMtt grinod consecutive wine here and at 
Goodwood (nursery? lari season, and went on to ran third to Oriel lad at Chaser and a 
neck second to Crystal Falls at Doncaster. Rom a n Gold gamed eB-weathar irate at Ling- 
fiakl and Southwal ui November and held off market dual House Of Riches gamely at Hay- 
dock on hterewn. He is tried In btatere otter firtshlng nearer last than Aral agamst Al’s 
Akbl ot Newbury. Stray Line, althou^i galng Rom 8-1 to double Those odds, won her an- 
0e start a: Ascot (71, good to wft) last Septemhsr without being extended. Barry Hite's N 
V ooUd gp dose If as effective an this (Mferent suface. BaMc M e n; HERON ISLAND 

[a on I MORRISTON MAIDEN StAKES (CLASS D) (DW D £4^400 
I ^'■ o y | added 3YD lot Penalty Value £3^23 

1 4- AISAM (USA) (197) (taBmNMaaMrtfHTtenificr Jones 9 0 RMs7 

2 AIZBB Ms B Sim) C Nvpn 9 0 PariEddacyS 

3 BEAICHAW KMOHT (E fttaei) H Candy 90 OMtril 

4 223-53 OM2y CMEFP«miCaw>JSbnpn«P Dcte 90 TQuknl* 

5 DON ROBB) (USA) (SuteiAIKBtiaadU State 90 IMd8 

6 BTgRUllL(HbndladTlioiU 4 ) )il«B M JTo8ar90 5Sndm9 

7 FAHDAWN{U5A) (PlfaMfc^n($G toMDOd&O A Clerk 12 

8 0- IVBUI(UG)PaiGtextt)NMvn90 Rlfo^atU 

B GAM UNr (USA) (K fttMatil H OaEtsm 9 0 — T Spate 13 

10 MAlEAHAMQI)|0hSoB^gSynteateO&*Brih9O — _JUVochrl5 


12 MOTRB(USA)(MsHUGDaR)MMiidtiacfc90 M Ferine M 

13 oo- nBRDiaennKM(uq(MaWAOiariDAflirinna(L^ — RCnMaaaiD 

14 SffiENO|E«lAbiAM4HCeol90 WtyaaS 

15 56- GOCElYIMflK(0SA)(lS8)(MaAVta)ia*&«90 L Dotted 4 

Ifi 2- DRAIiniCACrpXBiaftftMlSimhlCRBmalBg NAdnaB 

-lEdadbretf- 

K7HNB: M SUa Note, M AtiaMb, 7-4 DrerariJe Act, MOrayO** Doe Budo, UWS«*lB(y 
metfe. IM. ftrin Um, Moon UtocMri, 346. Ataem, otten 
18BS: Tbm 3 8 9 R »*im 11-2 CM Chmran) 11 Hi 

FORMOUIDE 

Henry Ceca hrnhad a oouplBCtiMnnifignwvconneni tou^r and the TMniing colt SH)E NOTt 
who • out of 1R76 Irtah UXX) Grinev and^ Yorkshire Oeta huome Sarah SMdons, w* not 
have to be anything out of the oitlnary to fodowstlt. Side Nptebahrif-bKrittrtoSey- 
mour Heks (®aet \foW0MJO and Princm Patb (Msti Oate). The selection irigd hare most 
to tew Rom AfcaUb. who itntshed a 0XJd fourth to Prize Gwng (easy whiner ot a New- 
martet handicap a fortnight affT) at Yarmouth In Octobw on his on|y ran to daa Crazy 
Chief, placed in a8 Three races Ian taim and a close-up tNid v Satilabar at Folkestone, 
can again mate The frame. Se lec ti o n- SIDE NOTE 

fcTvTl SUTHERLAM3 HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4)200 added BfPenal' 
r^lJty Valua £3^4S 

1 6005-40 DEWHE(2«m(MdteilUeli9dl)DMuraySR«hAU)0 B Printer S3 2 

2 045000 0G8l(2^(D)(9yhteteEfe«Ud)PIMm5912 Peal Eddery 13 

3 3-30244 mSYanC5(n)(qp)UKamadJSMoira6910 RM«ies6 

4 434610 SDUNGPO) W(M*PJriwt)RHmni498 D«wOTteB(5)7 

5 364350 TNRRBI SCOUT (USA) (UQ (IR BAs S M RUSteB C tod® 8 9 8 Rtfodnntt 

8 000-6S5 AI*W»GIIAC£CM)(m (&Bylfo«iBPannraftWtt»GwRMBri|i49 6 Jlhaltni* 

7 664136 JBSAri HOY (B) p) rttw J^w Pu!2k3B) P Mujtij 7 98 UFMrall 

B 000405- AKW'SCOfflESSU (143)0*9 ArvpiQratt)BPa>nt 4 9 * JSpwtel2 

9 500000 BRBNBOBSON(WSA)(20PheTenipenrraaxSafflGWtR<503 — StendwnlO 

10 600006 OHEKT HALL (18) (Ctq (Mk M C Farai) P CinM 7 8 11 Marti Dwyer (7) 20 B 

11 4AHD60- Sf*BP(14tA (Uw Parwerifo) M McConrrak48 U 1 Reid 4 

12 600 COTOM (19) (Mst B S mc) G B aking 3 8 10 SbawHU 

13 360M*> ADteBAlS REAUi (332) (D) (DFGterd) A fttencootie f88 lljfenryftft 

14 044S06 MBtAWiPfl(GS«Ett«g)SDrar387 HN*«18 

15 000600 DHROB (20 (Mrs E M ikartri Jones) D TtejOn Jones 6 B 6 0 R McCete (9) 9 

15 168560- JOUS PRESIW fl-89) (Rxi , JayslteaCtatnBShp2)MMen385 WCnanlSB 

17 0000 ICNLAtDS COHOI (lOKIfie Jaly Skntas) J AlHusl 3 B 0 AMcSobd3 

18 00-504 POMES (UR On Far The Gold Ms PDufletM 7 13 CIMterG 

19 060- ArOSOME BOT (191) (Tha Eriea Pansmfihp) C R Bow^l 3 7 10 HTfMloy(S)l 

20 509003- URWB GOLD (248) (MsMRT^ar) A Tuna G 7 10 NAdsnsM 


1 600540 D0BRAE (24) OTMdteNlitetatfiJD Many Smrii 4100 R Printer K 2 

2 045000 0G8l(2^(D)(9yNteteEfeCUd)PIMm5912 Peal Eddery 13 

3 3-30244 msYancs(n)(qp)UKamadJSMoira69io niriws 

4 434610 SnZUNGpD)W(MlPJriwt)RHmni498 DwwOTteB(5)7 

5 364150 KMBI SCOUT (USA) (UQ (DJ BAs S M Russel) C tod® 8 9 8 Rtfodnoatt 

8 000065 AUWOScmCEMOR (EB9GongPzrtrwsNp)MsGG(YKela«y49 6 -Bhxd[7)19 

7 6-64136 JRSANB0r<QmnteJ^PuaariPUU|«i)7 96 MFMrall 

B 000405- AMIA'S C0MESS4 (143) (Ms Ante Qrin) B Ba2qg 4 9 4 JSwate32 

9 500000 BRBNB0BS0N(WSA)(2OPheTenipenrraaxSafflGWtfog503 — StendwalO 

10 600006 OSEn-HAUPfl|CO)(MteMCFwer)PC«MTail Merte Dwyer (7)20 B 

11 406060- SIK®(14t9(lwFWnorito)MMcOoiiiHi*4811 IMd4 

12 600 CffErtWI (19) (Ms B Srat) G BaWng 3 S ID SbawHU 

13 380UXF ADiMtAIS RBtUi(332) W ® F atertfl A Nawoood* 786 » Beery p)« 

14 044&0-6 MBtAWiPfl(GS«Ett«g)SDrar387 HN*«18 

15 000600 DaBDB (20 (Mrs E M Ikedn Jones) D TtejOn Jones 6 B 6 0 R McCete (9) 9 

15 1666GO- J0IMI«SBffCU9|(RuJavslteaCPBRnBShp2) Milena 85 WCanmUB 

17 OQOO WWLATOS COWO (10) (The Jc*y SktSanJ J Mwvirei 3 B 0 AMcOaee3 

18 00-504 POMttdS IJnForTha CrecM Ms P Dutfled 4 7 13 C Rutter B 

19 060- AfCSOME BOT (191) (Tha Sriea Pansmfihp) C R Bow^l 3 7 10 HTfMlsy(3)l 

20 509003- UMWB GOLD (249) (Ms MRTdykir) A Tuna G 7 10 NAdans 14 

7f) rterieenrt 

NMnue eetfic 7 ri 10 b. Bi* fionufcap ma&ts: Anoterae My 7 Sf 9 ®, Jxnht Bori Ttr 2th. 

BETIWG: GJ SforinC 7-1 J|g«w Boy, 8-1 beet Bril UM JoBs Present. Patsy Grieies, Wrier 
Scoot, 12-1 Btysn Robeon, Otf, UeortL 1AJ. ottwre 
199S: Thaohetla 4 9 7 B Thomson 13-2 (D ChappeO 18 ran 
FORM CUBE 

MBRANn ran some ajod races vwthoutraanagingm be pteoed last yearafri mods a promls- 
hig return when e two4en0h Wlh ot 21 betend Tymeara at Ncunghem early test month. 
He goes off a pomd tower mark here and has a favourable tegi draw. The Tymeera stable 
of Bryn Pririifi is represented by Aattrik OeaRaam. who wen a l&nmner seller at Fofce- 
Stone fo October on herflnel turf attempL She was War unplaced m three eS-weatfur races, 
sbzfing scored at Both (flood to firm) last May and Leicester in October. He finished weU 
beaten at No ttin gh am 10 days a g> but *41 be much sbrighter for that outing - his test 
smee Leicester. P«tsy Brims, successful over The mmknum trip here m September, writ 
not be for away if fit enough for her first outing earce a good fourth to Chevrft on toe e<m- 
tiack In February. Selection: MERANTT 

[tTo nl MORRISTON MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV U) £4^400 
L5~?lJ added 3VO lm Penalty Value £3£90 

1 823- AMWELBIfUSA) (UM» (ftyTaenc) R Hmon 90. B Hagwi lB 

2 CtABPS DMKSt (MsOBeHoIbwod) ATVinefiOO 

3 0 DEWL*S DANCE {HQ PH SiaMi Mok anmat M Sgxte 9 0 rrr l . M l 1 ? 

4 DHAM 8BA) (Mans Al Mdtounfi J FBnsha* G 0 -N VrifofW g 

5 2 PDRZAHBU0(12)(GndThaia#twdltaraig)MeBGwriri»teyB0 — «ftrtratM 

6 04- JHAUt20S)(I)»FilKJWnWlWJDMJS?r9ir«i90 Pwi Eatery 8 

? 03 LAZAU^Mftte^WMaraxmjED^BO HM.2 

ft D MANALCM (IBA) (IS) dtemdan A1 MaWoun) PWteAn90 RU4 

B l UmM^^(I^Faik%ndca»)CRBDnKl90 DRHt£aba(3)B 

10 0 NWMANM{Hmri»AIM*DUn)WRHem90 -MCirtcniA 

11 PHOICnG (Mbs BSiitriGSakfoK BO S DromC) 33 

12 OO $AMROCREITCreOtoUanaQnvt(SCHoi9P9D Acrakl 

13 ^ BMRJasCtm(28aWMMO(^lfoePM«l|g|Mafl90 — — JlftriPBg 

14 5 UTMOST ZEAL (287) (them taeshg inland Mb P Ham )P Haas 9 0 BMndT 

15 2- 0HfiRB(232)(MtoMl) HCEEI89 

16 5 TSA8SXAW (232) Cotter k*i" S A a Oarw i hgl Mb J Ceol 8 9 HHwnaooll 

BETtWa: 5-2 DwP«>, 6-1 Foo« Hgte, 6-1 Apache Lea. 84 Draffc Danoc. LazfiL 9-1 Tsarsk8|B. 

12-1 NMUnan. M-l DBazar, DtamslZari, IHdkn 

lmswdMEbniirw 

FORM GUIDE 

pariauarri man beaten a Brum and a quarter tw Worn A Bewrtay m Septowber on har 
only swt, DEGREE is sM to haw imprated from two id three jeans and the lily can land 
tt*s lor the Henry CedFWilie Ryan comotrabon. Fans Flgta looks a big danger. He fire 
tehed in front of PeeeeTs odds-on stabten w Pnanmm Hotsa ffourtfi) when bearer ftaff a > 
M(^byGaldenAuanr^lnmxIuctlonBtNet«Uiyl2d0ysagD. SelectlCKr DEGREE ! 


Harry Tbo Hone 1D-U 3. UidtMBl4 
X. 13 m 9-4 fov Hafona (fefl). 8, 13. (R 
Frost)- Totes £9.90: jmtttt, £4.50. 
DF: £S2.Sa CSF: £80.64. Trio: £6930. 

4 J 30 : L SUPER TACTICS (MrPHenieyi 
5-1: Z. JaBbreeteor 8 -li 3. Rm EnFtaee 
9-4 fav. 7 ran. 5. 14. (RMWO-Wte e.TO 
£2JD, £2.60. DF: £19100. CSF: £39-53. Tfr 
i-aar £104^49. Thto £10-70. NRK Mr En- 
Mftainer, Muskora. 

too: l. RAMA 1 LAH (R Greene) 12 - 1 ; 2 . 
pywfau 20 - 1 ; 3. Sheep Stealer 3-ljt-tav. 
in am. 3-1 Jt-*» Tcftriicmr (4!h)- 9, Ml 
UmraLTME £16.40; £3M £7.7a £2 JDl 
OROsSoj CSF: £22193- Trisa: £84435 
Tno! £125 JiO- HR: Mustahfi- 

S30: L tort* MCMUWWU6H p Ffoano 
9-f; 2. Sanda Point 12-1; 3- SaqftbyS.l 
Sv l2 ran. 8. 7. U Nevffle. Newport). Trrte: 

SiS LXJ20. £320. «-T°- OF: «0J£L 
CSF: £28^8- Tno: £1840- 
neemot: £1^36.60. Qerafoot £316m 
Sratt PM» S £33^4, 

PLUMPTON 

240s JL WO.TOSW wra N ladgrt 9-1; a. 
hnete 14-1; 3- Khnllr 5-2. 10 ren- 9 -4 tav 

sisjattswtffi 

CSF: r,TiA B7. Trio: £85-60. 


245: JL EMUMSEUCA (D Brtd9«Bi) 2-5 
tar: 2. Brtnriey Horae 12-1; 3. Diira Often- 
cattar 1003a 5 ran.3Vi.nk. {M Proo). Tot*: 
£1-30: ELIO. fZ5a Dual Fbrecasc £4.70. 
Computer Snails Forecast £550. 

320b 1. CWBFTAWS CROWN (AlOTTBCtd 
2-1; 2. Chou* Cotoms 2-1; 3. WHd Stravr- 
bnny 7-4 fov, 3 ran. yt, IB. Msa K Gecr»). 
Totec £230. Oral Forecast: £2.00. Com- 
puter SbaCffi Forecast: £5J5. NR: Roiol Cir- 
cus. 

&SfcL OH W) KANDY (D W8«D U-10 
tar.2. MkaovMbam 7-2)3 tfowanl Sum 
20-L * raw 10. as. (R Curas). Tel* £2J2a 
OF: £330. Computer Strain Forecast: 
£4 NR: Wteppera Dekgm. 

BJSSk 1. BRASSU; UNT (D BriefcMWl 6- 
1 2. Eqnfty's Aaritafl 3-1 ^-fov; *- Ooek 
WMchera 14-L 7 ratt 3-1 f Frtriana 
(4m). 4, a U N evla). Tote: £630; £2-40. 
£230. Dual Forecast £16Ja Computer 
Strata Forecast £24.08. 

4^0:1. TONTS GffTfDBhdpwtw) 6^1; 
2. PcdattPtframetri overa tw; 3. Mmronnt- 

t* 12-1. T ran. 0. B. (M Pipe). TOOK £230: 
£130. nia Duel Foreeesc a .40. com- 
purer mmt* Forecast: £331- 
Ftocepet £3L4a QradpoC OASO. 
Ptocra fc £ 6 L 46 , Piece 5 : £ 16 - 00 . 


working nicety with the well-re- 
garded Qever Cliche from the 
Hemy Cecil stable on Saturday. 
S haami t is 33-1 for the Derby, 
which may look rather corpulent 
after his Classic triaL 
Cedi was in the winners' en- 
closure when his debutante 
Distant Oasis give her rivals 10 
lengths start before sauntering 
home in the opener. Pat Eddery 
missed the ride because of 'flu, 
but expects to be back for his 
Guineas mounts, Storm Troop- 
er and Bosra Sham; Michael K5- 
nane is standing by to ride the 
latter. “We pul Distant Oasis in 
the Coronation [Stakes, at Roy- 
al Ascot} the other day so we 
most have thought she was all 
right," Cedi said. “We definitely 
thought she was better than a 
claimer.” Quite right, Henxy. 



Double Trigger (right) just outguns Grey SImiI in Ascot’s 
Sagaro Stakes yesterday Photograph: Robert Halfam 


HYPERION 

240 Tribal Mischief 2.40 Maiteantia 340 
DOMICKSKY (nap) 3.40 Bobantyn 4J D Nasal 
4k 40 My Kind SLIP FabUBon 

GOING: Heavy (Soft in places). 

STALLS: Srends' side except lm & lmlf (Inside mil). 

DKAW ADVANTAGES: High best for Ira to lm If. 

■ BSght-hand undulating course wbh pear-shaped loop. 

■ Course IsN of town on B7D71. HamBuxi West audon (service 
&om Ghngorr) lm. ADMISSION: Gub 512; GrsntoandtndPad- 
docb£7 (It for OAR^dlaabied & students, 5 10 for couples]; nc- 
aunpairied coder- Ids five all enclosures. CAS PAKK Five. 


BUNKKKgD FIRST TIME: Guraraor (viewed 2.40). Aye Re>4y 
(2.40), Nlraal A Se^la (4.10). 

WINNERS IN THB LAST 8EYBN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISEANCE BENNERS: (ter Erato iLlO) A Mon Yen (440) 
have been acnl 37 1 irika by K McAnhflc trom Ljmboum, Beriahire. 

rO”Th l COATBRIDGE MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 
l~**l (CLASS F) £3,450 added 2YO 5f 

1 4 OUR KEVIN (20) KMe(UBb 85 IFE0n2 

2 AnCUUJEWHemo83 KDorisy4 

3 22 fMSIHLmEpn(Bn JBeny83 I Canal 1 

& 3 UBALMSCHEF(2foDMcflan62 Draw MoflUt (9) 8 

5 2 SEASBEpiq JotnBHiySO TMBans 5 

_ £ _ 

EMM: Brat ftsMl Nam, 7-4! Srarida; M Oar (Mb. 5-J n*af Ha- 
cMet, 2 MApMMi 

|o sa] LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
CL*5lJ £4^00 added 3Y0 5f 

1 3392 HtONIMAN ( 8 ) T D Boron 9 7 IFortera? 

2 00-2014 GORETSN p) (D) N RnUa 9 5 17es) JCDerieyS 

3 1453-60 GWEStnlR (2D) (D) J Bany 9 3. ICjvwO 5 V 

4 00-1201 MADEAMA ( 8 ) SSoumg 8 11(7b) C Tea^oa (5) 9 B 

5 00050- SMF 1 YMFIY( 20 DWHariiS 8 MaGtbson4 

6 0054 GOUBI TYNE «M Johnson 8 4 T Mansi 

7 5000 REAWTEDCtf {29)MBsLFtonsa? 11 IIM «2 

8 400006 FH 8 IBSIE (12) J J ONed 7 10 fi fa d — 3 

9 OOO JDE RBUN (23) Mbs L Hmao 7 10 LOaraxkSB 

- 9 iadarad - 

Mitaun: Mldb. Tn»imfcap ariflKs.' Briaws 7a Sh. AmBudf 65t 12b 
BETTMfo 54 aoreteid, 4-1 Mriteonta, 5-1 FVwin^ 8-1 Ooidra lyn, 
10-1 GMapyr, 154 Swtfty Ftoty, 20-1 ottan 

4 ini LM- 1 YORKSHIRE FITTINGS HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5£00 added 6f 

1 4235- DKTXnON (212) JJ 07*44 100 C DtflaU 2 

2 100000 BBCHWOOOSIN (OJ)MDafe690___J Canute B 

3 106000 BOWDWf(10)(CD)M Wane 689 I Forts* 14 

4 084306 enimiwai (qrav— Ann gwura— «a 

5 506041 FANIHS ( 8 ) (CD) J Hafiierton 6 8 3 DTWS«(3)8 

6 41322D oBaaKBmao3tmooa*oa«sa3^~. 

„_Dean 15 

7 3-62D06 DOMCKSIff (9) (D) M Qteiwn 8 8 3 KDariay7 

8 114000 LEADDn FWICESS (12) (CO) Lfe 3 L ftnan 5 8 2 

. e rnany[(i)T 1 H 

9 141000 SUBX1R0 (21) (CQ RMdUvGBl CA4anan(5)B 

10 600006 CRAME BOV (21) (CD) NBpxA5 7 13 TTWBv*13 B 

11 050002 MMMKmmG0kkoyd871D GBanM9V 

12 020060 MYOQDSONC14)Jl^aiE7LO NKannady4B 

13 031530 mGANOONE(3(0SBDHmg3 7 10 NCartrialB 

14 AXfe 56- MUfiMy (3E9) P MonMb 8 7 10. L Chanuck 16 

15 056000 SUBWrMM.TOOOS)nMKLnmil4 710jnH*«U 
18 00O000 RANMHMDE (38) Don Ennco Irvaa 5 7 10_JKfca DoMer 10 

- 16 declared - 

AMnirc mum. BuiaeMar AArtk*7ir», cantor 7* 4b. B&noma 
7!a 32t Mtfflff Bat Hit SUmforMal Tbo 6sf lQh flariatt* 6a 7fo 

BEITlNQc4-lPaaB>w,6-lDktaSteo,7-lDanfaaky l 81.Br<9aoaBe,MD- 
Aa*. UO-lMyOodaoii, U-laOm* 


HYPERION 

2L20 Dandng Star Z5Q Cretan Gift (nb) 3L20 Mss 
Offset 330 Carol Again 4JZO Sweet Arooret 
4J50 Perfect Brave 

GOING: Standnri. STALLS: InaJde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: nflh from Bf to lm 4f. 

■ Fforesand, left-hand, oral coarse. 

■ Course bN of town on A449. Strafon lm. ADMISSION: Cfob 
i] 6 ;Tatta 8 aOsS 6 (OAP members of DtemondQubS- 1 ); Sesuu- 
rant S2SU0 IndnAifl entrance end meat CAE PARK: free. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: C-Hssiy (viaored) (!L20); Sweet Nn- 
rare (3JW): Zanleff (350); DriMarinr (vwred), cadDngmi (4J0X 
WINNERS IN TUB LAST BBVSN DAIS: Fateceflale Tendi CL60) 
won at Carlisle on Friday, Cretan Gift (230) won ben: on Satur- 
day; Mia* Offset (3-20) won at SouUiweD on Monday. 
LONG-DISTANCE KONNES& Barberry Quest <Z20j has beat 
sent 164 mflea by BB MHmm from Kqafabearc, Devon. 

JO oiflJ SLQANE MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 
l^mUl (CLASS F) £3y4S0 added ZYO 5f 

1 4 TOUNG BJ6MS6 (14) J Beny 8 10 .6 Carter 10 

2 COURT HOUSE B McMahon 87 LNaaton (5) U 

3 JUST LDU WG MTumerS 7 I Wean* 2 

4 4302 GWffiYflRfi«Mieacl85 V 

5 2362 HBLO D0L1Y fl) (BF) * Stake 8 2 IWaB 

6 JMB0TST M Jcknoon 8 2 PRoWraonB 

7 COWS CHORE J Spewing 8 0 ton* Wmdf (7) 6 

8 0 BWBERRy QUEST (38) B R Mbnan 7 12 FNartnl 

9 3436 CAVWt AW CAWY &2) PD D Cne^ove 7 12 — J<*faa7 

10 4255 DfiNCMB StAR ^) P BteK 7 12 AMKkay3V 

11 3 WHO 1011) VICKy (9) J Moore 7 12 M Baird (S) 8 

BET 1 VW: 3-1 tforag BAflrifl, 7-2 JtaflDtot, 5-1 JbM Lnd, T-l Ht 8 o DoUy, 
8-1 C-Hany, Cant House, 10-1 ottaR 

lA en l GROSVENOR CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3*450 added 6f 

1 422201 CSEBtN £*T ® <CC? N LflmMOT 5 9 LL.T fi Udattfrit 1 9 

2 E040-Q1 fWACaWE TOUCH RtolJBery 69 U H Carter 5 8 

3 000510 UTnEBMtm(C0)PBans59 7 j™da Swatea (5) 4 

4 210602 fffTlAASH(5) (D)DHa)dn Jones496Jtotkaqf Bond(7)10 

5 60-2244 HUSTITT GRUMBLE (10) (D) Mss S Mon 6 9 6-F Norton 7 

E 522043 ATTHE SWOT (B) (p) Ms L Stubbs 5 9 5 IWoraerSB 

7 531060 BOLD ARBTDC1W | 6 ) (D) R ttotoclwd 5 9 3 _F 4 m* (5) 3 

8 213655 DMimt [2Q P) G L Mne 5 9 2 SWfcfaorftSV 

9 050000 MMIBMBA (H 8 n C Dayer 4 9 0 J Sack (3) 2 B 

ID 0666- PHNC£SSHB«Dli»RttmE3S10 AMacksyS 

-lfldadared- 

BETIWG: 2-1 CMtan GSt 7-2 Palac^de few*, 6-1 Mrabrt GnraHe, 

7-1 InUaaM. tol UUe fere, DtidyM, U4 At The Sawy, 14-1 bUmh 

p5^nl MflYIWR FBJJES HAFffilCAP (CLASS D) 
1 1 £5, 100 added 3YP 6f 

1 200-11 Sro(W0tiS}P5W«ag^s97 -Wdfaotfa l 

2 anft40 S1IH7IMIunE{15)(C0) WJ*W8 11 IMrarerSB 

3 4304 FTORS OBFT (fo B Itaitwy 8 4 1 Start 0)7 


fa iA l EAC^ESHAM LRWTH) STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,450 added lm If 36yds 

1 218255 HR MORBRIY (R S Bfawg 5 9 3 CMMP»Wj°» 

2 0000 ARIMMFUGHrp)7ClHrert481J DWri«4(3)14 

3 EOOOOtV BALABt BAY p69) J ftrien 5 S 11 JCannll 

4 300-6D6 BMIBOX (BS) S« Mori Piescrii 4 8 U GDMlaUO 

5 40050 UOmAM (35) EABHm JB 8 U 50IMWS4 

6 055000 JUST FLAMENCO (15) Mf*» 5 8 11 DN&13 

7 000404) WERCHBH 03) R Fisher 58 U JRntraeB 

8 45240-6 HMORED GflEEIM (7G) D Mont 4 6 11 — Dm*tM12B 

9 440002 NOBBf BNVES (S) p) Don Elico KBa 7 8 U Jfa TtoHre 2 

30 000000 Fa»CYPiyBOT(«RW«tei48U ACrfJwno 7 

11 35010a PUBUC WAY (583) (OR N Ctantertai 6 8 13 

a— Mdtenn 17 

12 060-413 RAN3SRQUESrfQ(C)JL£y»4811 RlappinlS 

13 OOOOOO SHEROOT(3M DMoAn-tBll Oenea Uollatl p) 5 

14 603000 IK 1BE TOO (6) A Hamm 4 8 11. DafcGftmlB 

15 000030 WXTBIUMD (M D ttrtofo 6 8 11 AtosCrerentll 

16 056000 B0BAMJN(7)J«mw«i(4 68 LCfaanwrtB 

17 340000 PASH (5) C Favteast 4 8 8 N Kennedy 3 V 

-17dedarad- 

RETHN&: 4-1 Nobby Barms, B-2 fatodeer QeeM, S-l Mr Hederty, BO. 
Jatt Ftomonco, 8-1 Watarionl, 10-lQrttMK. li-1 Bwrem, UM. otian* 

npf7|1 DRUMLOCH HAM3KAP (CLASS E} £4,800 

| ‘♦-4U ) added lm 65yds 

1 1/30400 SBBALA(6) (CD) J J 07W 5 9 12 SIMBaMEB 

2 003254 SAMMOOR DBM ® (W S BMng 9 9 9— C Tnflie P) 8 

3 30002 HEHHORDSMAHCWMRM Dotfc494 I Cam* 2 

4 381060 IMIE ARCH BBD6E (12) (CD) M Jotnaon 4 9 4 

.TWfaotSB 

5 OOOOOO NZAAL (3) D NridK 5 9 4 AksBnarasUB 

6 05000-5 SC0HTUS (33) T foment 6 8 ID KDrteyA 

7 2220-30 OBIY LAD (15) (D| M Ryan 5 8 10 OBfogillB 

8 0606-35 BAUARD IADY (24) fiJ) (BF) J UfonMtfl* 4 8 1. J F Ejan 12 

9 OOOOOO ROAH0HTUUR(30)flflMsMReWtef7 713_LCtanortl 

10 000004 BATHE COLOURS (8) Don Ennra bra 7 7 10 Jfa Ikfider 6 

11 043202 PHtSOMMUS (118) Catt J Whor 6 7 10 — PFrescy(5)7 

12 005600- HUTCHBIADY(220)RMEKdar4 7iaXAtranun(5)lA 

13 066430- MQtSIA (3UJ (CD) «5 S Boritemo 5 7 10_N CWfiste 3 V 

14 OOOOOO STRKMTOBE DREAM (B) M&s L Penaa 5 7 10 J FareWig 10 

-MdKhrad- 

BEmNG: 7-2 Sanrinwta DeWm, 6-1 CUBy tad. Tima Arcb Bridge, 8-1 
Sogiria. Keatbyaib Mafllc, MmaL 10-1 Panonknae, 12-1 atiws 

[j JTkl BELLSMLLCLAIMWG STAKES (CLASS F) 

L_!Zjl) £3/450 added 3Y0 lm 65yds 

1 00 OtDHUSHMNB(lA) Ptbdecn9 3 1 Fortune 3 

2 1 St£'SAIMMER(29)(CD}PMan!ej0i92 — LCbaraock5 

3 0000 ITON PHtE (192) KMchMeB 13 IF Egan 6 

4 25020 SUMEY SECURE mMCtvnan 813 P P kforpky (5) 7 

5 46-643 DAMC0(7)SVnamsBll K Daley 1 

6 504000 MY KUO (10) N TrtdB 8 4 iOmTtaMtrS 

7 400000 AUTDFW f!3) J Wfonanflrt 8 2 0HI«ri{3)9 

8 550000 KAR1S OF THOUGHT (29) J Hrtksre 7 12 DeleGtosoai 

9 0-30 PHAR CLOSER (Q W Ketiai 7 12 PFn»ey(5)2 

-9 - 

BEITMfo 7-4 Sbrt A Winner, 5-2 Swtoy Seeere, 54 Dnofon, 9-1 Man 
Pen, My Hnd, 15-1 OU Hurt Wtafl, Pearts Of Ihoatfit, 20-1 otten 

c -fnl EAST KOBRIDE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

^=5lJ £4300 added lm 5f 

1 24000-2 BIHMK (6) (Q M fyan 6 10 0 DBfofil 

2 022551 RtfflilON (10) C Smnh4 9 ID (5ed DeraMrtaomlD 

3 2164-51 UM> HASIIEC21)(CD)C Trianon B99 — 0 Pews (3) 11 

4 000052 SARAWAI{23)(8HDrfinrt897„ Ato*foea«*4 

5 2560-50 CUTTHROAT ND (23) (CD) Mrs M Retdey 6 9 4 J( Dariey 2 V 

6 566005 TURCBCYCTR Usurer 793 H Batfiome (5)68 

7 003036 R0a9R0UPClfi)Jft»K4B13 «Brtri) 

8 OOLOOO B0U>aarm(D)EAIt«i882 £D Warms 5 

9 430633 PNACEOFQ0U>{ZDLLur«>6?ll IM«U 

30 032440 3H0HWDIJM BOTEfl A) jDfins)ori3 7 30 —TRBtaw 33 

11 £66600 K8METBimDChaimBn6 71D LChamortS 

12 0604W lft5DB$(Z2)MDod&5 710 NKrarafta 

13 042200 DONT CRY to) Don Bvca IriDsa 8 7 10 »BllrtJ«7 

-13 deciarad- 

AWtoxin iie^fc iVlUb. 7rueA»iftap»e®te ThonSHni TSrSB, i 
Ktonem 7a 88). toads la 5b, IXaiT Cry 6si ■»&. ! 

BEnm 7-2 Seiaa ai, 4-1 lent HaeUe, B-lfWon. CutthraM KM, 7-1 i 
B^rek, S-l Palace Of Sofat 12-1 Ftocfc Gmap, 16-1 otoera 


4 134321 MSS OfTSET (3) (CD) M Jotertn 8 4 [TaO J* HoUraoe 4 9 

5 054004 UMHOCK PROCESS {^J Berry 81 G Carter 3 

6 2R320-2 AfiAH TOSIlEi (4Q) G L Mooe 7 11 IQrtu2 

7 045001 NAPtBt 5DUt (B) PI Ml* N Macsrfey 7 ID (7aJ 

torn Wrtris (7)6 

-Triadared- 

A&Wrun wtifltc <« 10b True rtanooap ve^ffc Napier Star 69 fib. 
SETTHG: 7-4«**63-lf)«s QB; 5-1 Hat Otto* frlUnatk* Fltoeres, 
8-1 Sweet Nabm, 14-1 Aflrtl Togelfaer, 25-1 Napier Star 

|Q cnl BERKELEY HAMNCAP (CLASS E)£4y400 

| J.W| arfdarf lm 4f 

1 0QM311- RS> PHANTOM (271) (C)(D) 5 Motor 4 10 OJA Mfltam 12 

2 150100- CANTON VOOlftE (2D1) [CD) S Woods 4 B 7 _.W SPBOd* 2 

3 460021 CUBAN MGHI5 (33) (CTO B Uewelyr 4 9 5 IWnarer* 

4 000021 mHEM0fCY(3TO(CTORHtrtiaitea] 7 90_Fljnrt(QB 

5 0000 ZAALEFF (10) B HBHuy 4 8 12 I Stack (3) U B 

6 134350 CHARUEBIGIME(29)(CTORHamSB9 AHafa 3 

7 046010 CWVUN MARMAUOE (10) 0 ITtoni 7 8 5 I Tate BY 

8 023511 CAROL AfiAMn UN Opart 4 7 12. IQukrelO 

9 38X51 OTOETS 1£9E» (22) PTO JSawri^fi 710 

— — a Baird (5) 7 

10 000050 OAJM1N (5) TCakWfi5 71Q_ — .jtnflda Gafitome (7)1 

11 OOOOr KUCW[im5)MBBWaang6710 ENortonSB 

12 03000-4 BRE59.(20)KBurite7 710 haaWmkf7)5 

-IZdeefnd- 

MWmmc 79 10b Trite ub&s: CtArain 7a 7b AUan 7s 2b Bred 6atX3b 
BETTMft W. Care) Again, 9-2 Crtaa Mfltt*, 5-1 to lb* Moony, 7-1 Rad 
Pbantm. BO. fortn Vartan, 10-1 Captart Bwnatarto, 12-1 otoara 

A~Ofl\ MANCHESTER SELUNC STAKES (CLASS 
Lz^rJ G) £3,000 added 3YD lm 4f 

1 OOO CtbUNSTON (IS) W tertouBia 8 U D Griretk* (G) a B 

2 O-5S20O CRYSTAL FAST to^PlUevoy 811^ C Demean (7) 2 . 

3 (WOO W^tBUDHMOWmTJMLfltoriBUJAiMvmil ! 

4 36 N0BNCIS»UAJns811 ||Ma4 I 

5 P»IBAlMYEIBARYWMJottnaDn813 I Weaver 5 

6 000-030 SHAMAM){3) B Meehan 8 13 MT MWn ttS i 

7 000-51 SWHTAMOBETrUJffJPHcwfifKSU FNortnfi 

8 0- WA1B) CHESTNUT (I7TO Us NMarafoy 6 U_ 

9 00 

10 0003 DHFIH0U4E HOI fi L Moore a B— . g WftMWtV 

11 WNDORtti CffT K a r ..... i^baiD 

— u QMftm- 

BETTHb M Sweat Anortt. 7-2 briRfeohre, 5-1 Crystal Fan. 7-1 H» 
Goff TOmopd, B-l Pwn&xa'a fot, 10-1 PmiI AHavenay, 12-1 etbar* 

1 4^^ | HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^200 

1 103002 PB ffECT BR AKE (23) j Batring 5 ID Q I Edmands (7) 3 

2 324343 IDE BBTOUIE BOY (8) (D) MSJC&& 6 9 13. JWbara 2 

3 3445-23 LAW SHHOFF U23M R HWitoead 5 9U_Fl*adi (S) B 

4 223100 RBCWWUI£|G(CD) JHahem596— SWMtmrth7B 

5 34»« T&aMKBKTOPHo-toefiaA.. ,0,4m 9 

6 030-230 DISCO BOY (9) (CD) p Evan* 69 4 W J OTaraior SB 

7 354034 SKKSASipOJ (CD) JLHW1E88D .WWoath4 V 

8 MO WO MGMAND FAWN (9) (CO) B McHWl) 3 B 9 S Cuter B 

9 060400 DMNBnp9}UPHMke684 FNottral 

-9dedmd- 

BETTWC: 9-4 Lady Sbaritt, 3 J TJw tatUula Boy, 9-2 ftsfma Brt»e, 7-1 
HCMfod Fra,Har Tartar, 10-1 Ter^ra/u-l ebwT 


CHELTENHAM 

SJ2& 3. NTT NOUNEE (Mr A Grtfflto) 9- 
D 2. Mr GoWtte W-lfl tev, S. Syratere 
boraurti Ud 7-2. 9 rm. fid, dKL (D 
Mtixjta).Tora:£750: £L8a £140. 0-80- 
DF: £&20. CSF: £17m TlW £930. 

6.00: 3. DOUBLE SUR (Mr R Ttatogpn) 
lOU tav; 2. ftustyBrWflo 1^1; 3. My Mu4- 
low Man 20-L 11 ran. 18, 9. (R Wflam). 
Tote £3.90; £3-70, £2-80, £3.60. DF: 
£12.70. CSF: £15.75. Tn« £1B.80. 

Sl 3S: 1. IriMWfl CUPLET (Mr FBetnd 
unt&J 7 - 1 : 2 . Steer Jtest 64 far. 3 . Wm 
quay 6-1. 13 ran. 2»fc, 16. lUTHdayLTbra: 
£ 9 . 60 ; £ 2 30 . £ 1 - 90 , £ 190 . DF: £ 520 - CSF: 
oaai. Tno: £ 24 ^ 0 . 

700: 2. YOUNG BRAVE (Mr M G Wler) 
frll fov; 2. Chndan 71: 3. Ryde Aflafo 
7-4. 3 raft. lVa, OSL (Mis A Yotmg). Tote 
£1.7a OF: £220. CSF: £4-37. 

KELSO 

5^5: L CRYSTAL OFT fS mating} 2-1 
far. 2. Arctic Sandy 5-2: 3. Adarrrttie 5-3. 
34-ren. 2. 5 . » WriMnsk War £220; £3-20> 
£1.60, £2.40. DF: £5,40- CSf: £7JDB. 
Tria £3.60. Nfis Hyb Pam, Maya Case, SU- 
verPeari. StanwKfc Fort, To aateq. 

&15: S_ BRSAITS DGUSMT (LW^eO 10- 


3: 2. Rctral KkC U-2; 3. Mmrac 5-Z B ran. 
64 fav Groua o - H H ea ther [topped up)- 12, 
10. <R Alan). TotK £4.50; £3.80, £2.70. 
DF: £9.60. CSF: £20326. Tno: £Q^O. Nfe 
SoeUYus, Bonrg. Locrina©an, SV Omo'& Fre. 
After an objecMfl by too derk of the jeafos, 
Ortl Gaiety, who finished 3rd, wu ttsquafi- 
fieri as his rider faded W wa0l rv 

&50: 3- CLSftOE JN EJenky) 9-1; 2. D^. 
net Bouto 7-4 tar, 3. Ottadira 15« 6 ran. 
Hd. i*. (G M MbO<«). Tote £7 JO; £2.60, 
£1.40, DF; £4.10, CSF: £2455. Tncaac 
£3a90. Tria £2550. NRs Euotok The Rebel, 
FaiaocLR»4ttfol>Tfi.SWrtfljwa,wwAb* 
pointed- 

■ Several jump jockeys were in- 
jured in three separate incidents 
al Exeter and another at Plump- 
ion yesterday. Dean Gallagher, 
Simon Burro ugh. Denis Leahy 
and Brendas Powell were all feel- 
ing the worse for wear after being 
ditched by their mounts. Leahy 
and Gallagher fared ihe worsi - 
ending the day with suspected bro- 


ken collar-bones. Gallagher will be 
X-rayed today to ascertain the ex- 
fenl Of his injuries following a fall 
from Little Tom in the Pteston 
Park Handicap Chase at Plump- 
ion. Denis Leahy sustained a sus- 
pected broken left collar-bone 
after taking a crashing fill from 
Halona in the Royal Navy NH 
Novices’ Hurdle at Exeter. Bren- 
dan Powell gave up his remaining 
rides after felling at the twelfth 
fence from Sydney Barry in the 
Poru&an Instant Access Handicap 
Chase at the same track. And Si- 
mon Burroughwas taken to Roy- 
al Devon & Exeter Hospital for 
precautionary X-rays after being 
kicked in the back when falling 
from High Peat in the First Time 
Boyer Novices’ Selling Hurdle. 


sport 

Henman 
misses 
Cup tie 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 

Illness has caused Tim Henman 
to withdraw from Britain's 
Davis Cup team to play Slove- 
nia in the Euro/African Zone 
Group II tie at Newcastle, 
which starts lomoirow. Bristol's 
Nick Gould takes his place. 

Henman, who last weekend 
returned from a tour of India, 
Japan and Korea, has been ad- 
vised by his doctor to rest for 
two weeks and lake medication. 
“I haven’t been feeling a 100 per 
cent for the last three weeks, 
and it has finally caught up with 
me." Henman said. “Naturally 
I am bitterly disappointed to be 
missing oul" 

On Monday, Henman, the 
21 -year-old national champion, 
overlook his team-mate Greg 
Rusedski by four places in the 
world rankings, rising to No 54. 
Last week he was a semi-final- 
ist in the Seoul tournament. 

David Lloyd, Britain's cap- 
tain. said: “It's a blow’ when any 
team loses a player of Ton’s cal- 
ibre and I was very sorry when 
he called to tell me the news. We 
shall miss him and 1 hope he gets 
fit soon. We've still got to a job 
here and 1 am confident that the 
boys will want to give their best 
for Tim and Great Britain.” 


Davidson out 
of contention 
at Badminton 

Equestrianism 


Bruce Davidson's chance of 
repeating last year's success in 
the Mitsubishi Badminton 
Horse Trials disappeared yes- 
terday when his horse, Squeldi, 
was withdrawn from the big 
event which begins this morn- 
ing. writes Genevieve Murphy. 

The American bad a crunch- 
ing fall at Lexington, Kentucky, 
on Saturday. He travelled to 
England and was hoping to 
compete until an X-ray revealed 
he had broken his shoulder. 

Two British contenders, Wil- 
liam Fbx-Pitt and Kristina Gif- 
ford, withdrew this week because 
of minor injuries to their hors- 
es. Charlotte Bathe, on the win- 
ning European Open team with 
both of them last year, dislocat- 
ed her shou/der II days ago and 
may have to withdraw The Cool 
Customer after the dressage. 

Mary King stiD has her two 
mounts, King William and Star 
Appeal Leslie Law also has two 
- the shortlisted Capitano and 
New Flavour, both of which are 
small and have a huge percent- 
age of thraoughbred Mood which 
should help them cope with the 
heat and humidity of Atlanta. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

(7.45 untesc. Baled} 

FA CAH1JNG PREMIERSHIP 

Leeds v Tottenham 

Nottn Forest v N«m»tto 

«M VAUXHALL CONFBtENCE 

MacctaftaM v Stooflb 

Wnrtfafeh V Kattortg 

ICtS LEAGUE Premier TOwMok CBreftahan v 
Ayteabufy (730). Flret DMrtxr Boflior ROMS 
Town v looting A Mtckom; Heybndge Sunfta v 
Bartigrate. Second DMdon: Wvanhoe v 
Convey Wand- IWrd DMateasTnngv HareMd. 
UNBOND LEAGUE Premier Hvtota: Boston LM 
v GutSBfoy (7.30). 

BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE Sou tom DhtetaK 
Cndertoid Twin vTontn& AnflN*. 
WMSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Flmt DMetaK 
Cray VW*idererc v Greenwich Bonwgn: Fume® 
vDBrtkML 

NORTHWEST COUNTIES IEA40JE FM Dhtatonc 
Newcastle Town v Raton; Traffoid v Mossiey. 
JEWSfM EASTERN LEAGUE Pranrier DMrion: 
Havertifll Rovers v Wtwftam: Hanwcfi & Padre- 
Eton v Swwmarttet Town. 

UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Flret DM- 
stan: Reacenaven S Tobeombe v PorrtefcL 
USMXJE OF WALES: CwrOran v BanyTcwn 030). 
PONTIN3 LEAGUE Second OMekm: Bradftnu 
v teaeeaer (7 Or. ManrteU v Pan veto (7.0): Pre- 
ston v Gransdr 1701; MnUesbm^t v Hudder- 
toeid 17.0)- 

AVON INSURANCE COMEBNA1TON Hnt DM- 
toon: lOEnrtt v 7otlerAam (7.901; West Ham v 
Crystal Palace 0.01. Second DtvMon: Newport 
AFC v Cheltenham. 

Rugby Union 

(7.30 unless stated 

HEINEKEN NATIONAL LEAGUE FM DMston: 
TiWKjiy v Card 4! (7.15). 

Speedway 

PREMIER LEAGUE London v&etef 17.30): Met- 
dotnx^i v Ftotsa nOOti ShefieU v toomcti (7ASL 

Other sports 

CYQUN 6 : Dtesoes GP Tour of UncaxtoB. 

GOLF: Weitn Women's Open (Ompstow), 
EQUESTRIAMSM: Huso Dais (Krtwron). 
SNOOKER: EmtasY WtrtJ Ctnmprendip fOu- 
cto Theene. snHMU. 

TENfBS; it a Spring Saeiue Tounvm snt 
itJuaerewDOdl. 





racing services 

0891 261 + 


LIVE COMMENTARIES ,! 



Alt COl-'USFS Rf > 1.1 is 

0891 261 970 I 

I-HTTna 
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sport 

THE ENGLAND SUCCESSION: The Football Association has taken a bold step in opting for an inexperienced manage> 

Hoddle to 
rely on 
players' 
respect 

Glenn Moore considers the prospect of 

England selecting its youngest coach 



It is a risk, but it is 
a justified one for 
the doubt is not 
about the the man, 
but the timing. 

At 38, Glenn Hoddle would 
be the youngest manager-coach 
England have had. He has just 
five years’ managerial experi- 
ence and has won nothing 
more substantia] than promo- 
tion to the Premiership. Al- 
ready Don Howe, arguably the 
most experienced coach in the 
game, has wondered aloud if 
Hoddle will feel he is ready. 

It is a valid question but, in 
(dumping for Hoddle, the Foot- 
ball Association have chosen 
potential rather than achieve- 
ment. They hope he will emu- 
late Franz Beckenbauer, who 
led his country to World Cup 
success in his first management 
job. A less encouraging prece- 
dent oomes from France, where 
Michel Platini’s initially 
premising stewardship ended in 
failure at the last European 
Championships. 

The irony is that the FA, in 
putting their faith in Hoddle, 
have made a decision their 
managers refused to take when 
he was a player. Hoddle, 
though the most extravagant- 
ly gifted midfielder of his gen- 
eration. was never successftilly 
harnessed to the England Learn. 
He won S3 caps but rarely 
played in his position of choice, 
roving the centre of midfield. 
He was thus unable to make the 
mark upon the international 
stage that he could have. 

However, it did not stop 
him becoming one of the most 
admired players of his era. 
Read any of those instant pro- 
files of footballers and, to the 
question ’'favourite player as a 
boy ’ the answer will invariably 
be “Glenn Hoddle”. Not just in 
England either, a whole gen- 
eration of Dutch players grew 
up ad miring him and many of 
his contemporaries, in England 
and Europe, accord Hoddle a 
rare respect. 

Having such a reputation 
helps when trying to inspire, ca- 
jole or instruct international 
players, who can have big egos 
and wallets to match. Terry 
Venables has it, that is evident 
in the way the players listen to 
him, and the way they work on 
his ideas on the training 
ground. The previous incum- 


bent. Graham Taylor, did not 
command respect so easily and 
seemed uncomfortable han- 
dling the most talented players, 
like Paul Gascoigne and Chris 
Whddle. 

Hoddle is at ease with such 
players and they lookup to him, 
even Ruud Gullit, who Hoddle 
not only attracted to Chelsea 
but also persuaded that he 
should not play at sweeper. In- 
stead Hoddle has played David 
Lee in that position, b ring i ng 
the best from a player who had 
languished in Chelsea’s re- 
serves. He has also promoted 
Michael Dubeny who, with 
the Nevilles, has emerged as the 
best young defender in the 
country. 

In midfield, Dennis Wise 
has flourished and John 
Spencer has been convinced, 
against his initial judgement, 
that his best position is just be- 
hind the centre-forward, not 
leading the attack. 

They each fit into a system 
which is more Continental than 
English. Three central de- 
fenders, wing-backs on the 
flanks of a flooded midfield 
and, usually, a lone striker. 
When it all dicks, as against 
Middlesbrough early this year, 
it is a treat to watch. Hoddle’s 
commitment to the system is 
such that all Chelsea’s teams 
play that way, right down to the 
youth sides. It means when 
young players like Dubeny, or 
Jody Morris, come into the side 
the adjustment is that much 
easier. 

While similar to Venables’ vi- 
sion it is not as advanced. The 
England team which played 
Croatia was genuinely Euro- 
pean in approach with attack- 
ing midfielders on the flanks, 
not defenders, and a sweeper 
behind two mobile markets, 
rather than three centre -backs. 

.Maybe, with the better play- 
ers available to England, Hod- 
dle would also adopt such an 
approach. His assessment of 
players has improved - early 
transfer mistakes like Paul Fur- 
long and Mark Stein have been 
followed by the successful sign- 
ing of Dan Petrescu and Terry 
Phelan. 

There is the criticism that, as 
yet, he has won nothing. But the 
ability to win the League is not 
necessarily what is required 
for England - look at Don Re- 



burden of 



K&n Jones argues that the national 
coach has .an almost impossible job 



Doubtless Glenn 
Hoddle will bear in 

mind that managing 

'England is not a' 
' job, it is a response 
biEty. It means Jess of a private 
life, ringing telephones, afro-" 
garit assumptions and coming 
under the pontifical soutiny of 

amateur strategists. 

It means attempting to re- 
store a. reputation that exists 
only in the minds of blinkered 


won the World Cup, nothing ei- 
ther side of that achievement. 

And never mind the technical 
flaws, the BritishcuitoraL divi- 
sions evident in great dub 
teams, who has been held to 
blame? The managers. 

Constrained by autocratic 
selectors who were sot above 
applying quite ludicrous re- 
gional ijias, England’s first 
manager,. Whiter .Wmierbot- 

tom resigned : 

in 1962, unable _ < 

to get beyond AnVbOdV WnO 
the qaaiter-fi- ' • - . . 

*ai stage m even considers 

four . World • _ ... 

caps, m the job is a 
feted hem of suitable case 

1966, was feed . . . 

ax months af- for treatment 

ter failing to ~ 

qualify for the 

1974 finals in West Germany. 


hfeanda mourning flood of crii- 
./irism, Robson had aged per- 
ceptibly .ty the time Argentina 
; put England out of the 1986 fi- 
nals in Mexico. He hung on, and 
despifatactkalbluiKlere in the 
earfy rounds he came within a 
'penally shoot-out of the final m 
Italy four years later. 

all the appointments in 
few cany such mi over- 
ling sense of national re- 
sponsibility as being manager 
of England and it proved too 
much for Robson’s successor. 
Graham TryJor. In attempting 
to refine the direct method he 
favoured as a dub manager. 
Taylor got lost, his teams nei- 
ther one thing or another, the 
subsequent vilification brutal. 

Particularly as he was a mem- 
ber of Robson’s squad, Hoddle 
is acquainted with the weight of 
expectation borne by managers 
of the national team. Thirty mind 

• anybody who 

even considers 
the job is a suit- 
able case for 
treatment but 
in fact this may 
be the right 
time in Hod- 
dle’s career to 
succeed Teny 
Venables. 
History em- 
that 


Lessfean a year infolds term 
of office, Dot Revie,who had 
built. Lecfe into one of Eu- 
rope's most fearedte&fns, was 
crtricftritng that* fag 


football dubs are notoriously 
fickle. There are no guarantees. 
Ahero one season; a victim the 
next Plenty of pr&e has come 
Hoddle’s way far the Ruud Gul- 
lit-mspired football Chelsea 


awvkwu vwwmv%» 

had taken on ait mtpbssible Ttawe played this season but it 


Glenn Hoddle has established his big match managerial ability in Chelsea's Cup runs Photograph: Brendan Monks 


vie's respective records for dub 
and country. National man- 
agement is about w inning a se- 
ries of one-off matches 
culminating, hopefully, in an in- 
tense but short tournament 
Hoddle has shown, through 
Chelsea's successful cup runs at 
home and in Europe, and, ear- 
lier. through Swindon’s success 
in the play-offs, that he has the 
ability to organise teams for 
specific tasks. 

It could be good news for 
Matthew Le ussier, another 
player inspired by Hoddle as a 
youngster but one of the few 
with similar ability. Hoddle 
himself was regarded as a spe- 
cial talent from the moment he 
fired past Peter Shilton from 25 
yards on his Tottenham debut 
in 1976. 

He also scored a stunning 
goal on his England debnt 
against Bulgaria three years lat- 


er but was then dropped for the 
next matches. It was the story 
of his England career. 

At White Hart Lane, he at- 
tained the status of a legend 
and an FA Cop winners’ medal 
After 11 years, and more than 
a century of goals, he moved to 
Monaco where be won die 
French championship in his 
second year. In 1991 he became 
player-manager of Swindon. 
After two successful years he 
moved on to Chelsea. 

Despite early struggles, 
Hoddle refused to modify his 
playing style and he has been 
rewarded with the creation of 
a stylish side which has engen- 
dered real . optimism at 
Stamford Bridge. 

Should he take the national 
job, the self-belief he showed 
in that first season wfil be vitaL 
Chris Waddle, his former Spurs 
team-mate and singing partner. 


iveiydeti 
sticks to his beliefs. He s bound 
to get criticised but I think he 
is big enough to handle it” 

He will need to be because 
criticism, both personal and 
professional, goes with the job. 
There will be intense scrutiny 
of his private life-he may have 
become a dedicated Christian 
but, as David Ginola found at 
the weekend, there are news- 
papers which do not mind rat- 
tling skeletons from a decade 
ago, even innocent ones. 

There win also be criticism 
- often uninformed - of his 
team. This is the danger in the 
FA going for someone who, to 
an extent, will be learning on 
the job. He has the ability to be- 
come a good England manag- 
er but it may take time to be 
translated into results. Where 
England are concerned, time is 
not available. 
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task. “J got carried &W9y, 
ply didn’t pay enough attention 
to the fact of bow many im- 
portant players , in the First 
Division wouldn’t be available 
to me as manager of the Eng- 
land team,” -Revie admitted. 
*Tm scraping the barrel and it 
wfllte a miracle if we qualify 
[for the 1978 finals] ” : 

Soon after it became, obvious 
that. En gland Would not get 
through, suspecting that it was 
only a matter of time before he 
was -sacked. Revie took off 
scandalously fortbe Middle 
East witftomlxrtheting to in- 
form his employers. 

Ron Greenwood restored re 
spcctabiUfy to arble he. should 
have been considered for ear- 
Ket, andgot England to the last 
eight in the 1982 finals before 
handing over to Bdbby Robson. 

fr was chiring Robson's tenure 
that Hift tuck nf managing F_ng- 

land became one nobody should 
consider without first demand- 
ing a beat shield. Fenced to with- 
stand probes into his personal 


am- only got them safer as the FA 


piME in the Premiership. T 
is the matter of dissent in the 
boardroom, fob. How deeply 
■does. Kea Bates resent the foci 
that Hoddle appeared to side 
withhs rival Matthew! 


TTrinkingpractkaJfyiti 
be unlikely to affect Hoddle’s 
career a great deal if things did 
not work out for him with Eng- 
landless I think than if they 
went wrong for him at Chfelsea. 

If; as seems probable, Hod- 
dle takes over fee national 
team, one of fee things for him 
to guard against will be the usu- 
al glut of mindless presump- 
tions. “Tbl wants England to 
play like Brazil,” bellowed one 
of our popular prints when 
Venables, who remains un- 
questionably the best man for 
the job, was appointed. 

Another is the suggestion 
feat it would be an advantage 
to have GuQrl at his side. A great 
r, an intelligent man. a wise 
, but too big a personality. 


Premiership may go to penalties Gascoigne wins writers’ award 


NICK DUXBURY 


Kevin Keegan and Alex Fer- 
guson will find themselves well 
within shouting distance should 
a play-off be needed to decide 
the Premiership title. 

The two managers, whose re- 
lationship has soured as the 
pressure has grown, will find 
themselves lining up at the 
head of their teams in the 
Wembley tunnel on Thursday. 
16 May, if Manchester United 
and Newcastle United remain 
deadlocked after Sunday's final 
games. 

The play-off, which has a fall- 
back date of Tuesday, 21 May. 
should the FA Cup final need 
a replay, will have extra lime and 
penalties if necessary. Ticket 


prices wflj range from £ 10 to 
£25, with each club receiving an 
allocation of 36,000. 

Keegan, who on Monday 
was stinging in his criticism of 
Ferguson, yesterday kept his 
thoughts to himself as New- 
castle prepared for tonight’s 
match at Nottingham Forest 
where Newcastle could break an 
87-year record and draw level 
on points with United. 

They are looking to make it 
four clean sheets in a row - and 
the club have not done that 
since they won (he champi- 
onship in 1908-1909. 

Keegan faces a selection 
problem with David Ginola 
ready to return after a one- 
match suspension. The French- 
man looks almost certain to play 
which leaves his manager with 


a straight choice between 
record buy Faustino Asprilla 
and Keith GiOespte, who scored 
the winner against Leeds on 
Monday. 

“ The manager has made no 
promises to me," Gillespie said. 
“HI just have to wait until a cou- 
ple of hours before kick-off like 
everybody else.” 

The England defender Steve 
Howey will miss the match be- 
cause of a hamstring injury but 
could still be fit to face Totten- 
ham in the season's finale on 
Sunday. 

It is a different story for 
Steve Bruce. The Manchester 
United captain and centre- 
back. who has not played since 
tearing a hamstring a fortnight 
ago, wfll play no part in their fi- 
nal game Middlesbrough- 


“Steve is out of the running 
for Sunday,” Ferguson said. 
“There is no question about 
that. He hasn't done any run- 
ning in training and he’s still 
only just getting treatment.'' 

Ferguson, who holds out 
some hope of Bruce making the 
Cup final against Liverpool on 
11 May, had better news of Eric 
Cantona, the Frenchman hav- 
ing overcome a hip injury. 

Queen’s Park Rangers may 
have been relegated to the First 
Division but they showed they 
are still looking to the future by 
Carlisle’s 19-year-old 


ray has been on loan to the Pre- 
miership dub since March. The 
fee could rise to £750.000 sub- 
ject to appearances. 


If Paul Gascoigne wins the lot- 
tery this weekend, nobody will 
bat an eyelid. The Rangers 
midfielder was yesterday voted 
player of the season for 1995-96 
by the Scottish Football Writers’ 
Association, adding the title 
to the one awarded on 
Sunday night by fee Scottish 
Professional Footballers’ 
Association. 

Gascoigne has scored 19 goals 
in bis debut season at Rangers 
since his chib record £4.3 m 
move from Lazio, and his hat- 
trick against Aberdeen on Sun- 
day clinched an eighth succesave 
title for the Ibrcs club, and his 
first championship medaL 

“It is special to be named 
player of the year by the foot- 
ball writers, some of whom 
have been my biggest critics 


since moving to Scotland.” said 
Gascoigne, who will receive 
the award on 12 May. 

■ T know how prestigious the 
award is in England, although 
1 never won it there. Added to 
winning the vote of my fellow 
professionals, this confirms I 
have proved to everyone how 
good a player I am. The writ- 
ers see games week in weekout, 
so it is great to get their vote.” 

Gascoigne edged the SFWA 
verdict just ahead of Pieros Van 
Hooijdonk, who has scored 32 
goals for Celtic this season. 

The Rangers midfielder suc- 
ceeds team-mate Brian Lau- 
drup by scooping both awards 
in . Scotland and is the second 
Fngl khmgn nam ed by the writ- 
ers, following Mark Hateley’s 
success in 1994. 


Gascoigne now has the Scot- 
tish Cup final against Hearts on 
18 May and the European 
Championships in June to fur- 
ther enhance his footballing 
rehabilitation since b is return 
from a troubled spell in Italy. 

*Tm looking forward to Ham- 
pden and the cup final, and then 
playing against Scotland at 
WsmbJey,” be said. Tt would be 
nice to beat Scotland but I don’t 
want to give them a hiding. Re- 
member, TVe to comeback and 
go into Ibrox every day.” 
Gascoigne picked out two 
hi ghligh ts from his first season 
in Scotland - both from Old 
Firm confrontations - and 
promised to be better prepared 
for Rangers’ next campaign. 

“The high points were beat- 
ing Celtic at I%rkhead last Sep- 


tember when I scored in our 2-0 
win, and beating Celtic again in 
the cup semi-final last month," 
the former Tottenham and 
Newcastle midfielder said. 

“But fee absolute summit 
for me was last Sunday. To 
score a hat-trick in the game 
that wins you fee league could 
only be topped if England won 
Euro 96 or fee World Cup. 

“Tm sure I can be even bet- ^ 
ter next season as I will know 4 
what to expect every time 1 go 
out in terms of the size of 
grounds, the state of surfaces 
and crowd banter.” 

His week's winnings also in- 
clude the goal of the season for 
his effort against Hibernian on 
30 December and the Bell's 
player of the month award for 
April 


Neath recover their prestige with breathtaking new style 



The statistics of 
Neath's return to 
eminence in 
Welsh rugby sure 
not quite as 
breathtaking as the rugby that 
has caused them. But even so. 
they- tell an astonishing story of 
how the youngest team repre- 
senting Wiles’ oldest club 
stormed towards Saturday’s 
Swalec Cup final against Pon- 
typridd. The also lead the 
Heineken League. 

In fact. Canfiff are well-placed 
to remove Neath from the top 
by the time an attenuated sea- 
son ends on 14 May, but the 
transformation from by-shy anti- 
heroes - remember fee Spring- 
boks' visit - into a try-scoring 
phenomenon in one season has 


been a rapturous affirmation of 
rugby in all its glory. 

Who would have believed it 
that the team everyone beyond 
The Gnoii loved to hate is now 
so widely admired? Last season 
Neath amassed all of 33 tries in 
their 22 First Division fixtures. 
This season the aggregate is al- 
ready 204, stiff wife two games 
to go. But for an uncertain be- 
ginning when a callow bunch of 
youngsters were familiarising 
themselves with each other and 
their new- wave rugby, fee title 
would by now be theirs. 

Stiff, the cup would be more 
than mere consolation if Cardiff 
do the expected- “This is already 
a successful season, and we 
haven’t woo anything yet,” 
Neath's coach. Darryl Jones, 


said yesterday. “We have de- 
veloped a pattern of rugby with 
young people who are ready to 
take us forward playing this way 
for fee next five years. 

“My policy has never been 
anything but to play fast and 
open rugby and I'm happy to say 

this is the type of rugjby flat suits 
fee players we have. After all, 
you can only play the game if 
you have the players able and 
willing to do iL” 

This is less of a dichd than it 
sounds. There is not a coach in 
the land who does not notion- 
ally embrace “fast and open rug- 
by”, but then its implement- 
ation is another matter. The 
point about Jones is feat be bas 
already spent a quarter of a cen- 
tury successfully implementing 


Steve Bale on the revival of Pontypridd’s 
opponents in Saturday’s Swalec Cup final 

this ambition as a schoolmaster; 
his triumph is in translating the 
general principle into the specif- 
ically less accommodating world 
of adult rugby. 

Last season he dipped bis toe 
in fee water by coaching Aber- 
avon to the Second Division 
championship. This season he 
came home, thereby fulfilling a 
lifetime aspiration and bringing 
a bevy of he school old beys from 
Aberavon to Neath to join oth- 
ers already there. The majority 
of the Neath back division- in- 
cluding the \feles centre Leigh 
Davies - are aged just 20 or 21 . 

Beyond Neath, Jones is re- 


membered as fee obscure out- 
side-half who led Oxford in 
the centenary University match 
of 1972 when Tim Seymour, the 
Dark Bhies captain, was injured. 
Jones, a very mature student, 
was at Oxford on a postgradu- 
ate course when he played one 
game for the Greyhounds be- 
fore being dropped and asked 
to coach fee Blues. 

Injuries then caused him to 
play in Oxford’s penultimate 
pre-Varsity match against 
Gloucester and in Seymour’s ab- 
sence his second appearance was 
at Twickenham as both captain 
and 30-year-old freshman Blue. 


Oxford lost, Jones went bade to 
Neath and has since coached 
Neath Grammar School, Dwr- 
y-Felin Comprehensive and 
Neath College, successive man- 
ifestations of fee same Slnstxi- 
ous rugby institution. 

The latter has won fee British 
colleges’ competition 11 times 
and fee Rossfyn Bark Schools’ 
Sevens three times under 
Jones's tutelage. Mind you, 
guru status in schools' rugby 
does not equate with the same 
at senior level and Jones would 
concede that it has taken Him 
and bis players - eight of fee 
cup-final team are Neath Col- 
lege old boys - all of this sea- 
son to come to terms with what 
could politely be called fee 
cynicism of opposing defences. 


■-J 
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and realised me puasnmiiy'oi 
acceptance and surgery. 

“It was like coming home," 
she said. “When I realised feat 


■ waw pouroy apuiugiMsfr arimo- 



“Tfeams try to stop us at 
schools’ level as well but we’ve 
been playing this adventurous, 
explosive rugby much longer so 
have our methods to counter- 
act it,” he said. “Wb are getting 
there with Neath too. It’s a great 
challenge for a coach to devise 
bow we stop them stopping ns 
but Neath have shown often 
enough that it can he done. 

'We have to recognise feat 
we won’t do it all the time, so 
fee team also have to be capa- 
ble of doing something differ- 
ent Fortunately we have the 
forwards to change fee game 
and drive us forward, but 1 have 
to say that my way.of playing 
rugby is the anlyway for me and 
if people think they can prevent 
you by infringing all fee time 


Court of Justice founenfiarme 
behaviour of fee school direc- 
tors breached fee 1976 Euro- 
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feaMhe "Government would sutn- as-nnur-B^,- 
legislation. birth caBficaies and 


we’ll just have to do it that much 
better.” 

Occasionally but decreasing- 
ly - not least in fee semi-final 
against Newport which Neath 
required Patrick Horgan’s last- 
minute penalty to win - things 
do not work out to Jones's plan. 
This would matter less if it 
were not for fee asset-strippers 
for whom The Gnoll seems to 
represent Eldorado in rugby’s 
new entrepreneurial age. 

Danyi Jones is looking at a 
brilliant prospect five years 
hence when his talented tiros 
have all matured but already fee 
Uewelfyn brothers are about to 
leave for London and whu 
knows who else might soon 
find a fast buck more attractive 
than fast and open rugby? 


.1.. 
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Tendulkar arrives 
in good company 



Derek Pringle, the Independents 
new Cricket Correspondent, greets 
the globetrotting Indians as they 
touch down and suggests England 
understimate them at their peril 


Barely a cuckoo has been heard 
and already the Indian tourists 
have had their first net at 
Lord's. With just a week's rest 
under their bells since their last 
one-day tournament in Shariah 
(the second since the World 
Cup), their arrival here on 
Tuesday has even outstripped 
the first ball of the County 
Championship, to be 
bowled somei! today. 

Clearly, it is not just the 
England side that is buffeted 
around the globe from one 
tournament to the next As 
ever, though, it is stars like 
Sachin Tendulkar, India’s 23- 
year-old batting supernova, 
who have to soak up most of the 
pressure on the pitch, as well as 
giving up much of their time off 
it 

Much is expected of Ten- 
dulkar. who is also vice-captain, 
but then it always has. Ever 
since he burst on to the Tfest 
scene as a precocious teenag- 
er in 1989. the Indian public 
have proclaimed him a treasure 
and nationalised him. 

It is a weighty encumbrance 
that few others, save Brian 
Lara, can even begin to imag- 
ine and one that - unhappily for 
England’s bowlers - India’s 
cricket manager, San dip Patil, 
reckons affects him far more at 
home than abroad, where he is 


less likely to have the rushes of 
blood that remain the weak 
point of his game. 

at No 4, thepeople 
back home are expecting big 
things from me. It’s not the ftret 
time so I'm pretty relaxed 
about it now. In a way I’ve got 
used to it. I now know the only 
thing that matters is to gp to the 
middle and play my natural 
game and runs will come 
automatically." 

It says much about the mod- 
esty and wisdom of the player, 
that he keeps his cricket and his 
commercial activities separate. 
“They are two sides of a coin 
and I don't want to mix those 
two sides,” he said, dead-bat- 
ting an obvious long-hop, be- 
fore co nfirmin g that his deals 
through WorldTel - his agents* 
who bought the television 
rights to the last World Cup — 
wffl be worth approximately 
$7-5m (£5 m) over the next five 
years. 

With endorsements of Pep- 
si Visa and Phillips, it K enough 
to be a one-man industry. How- 
ever, any suggestions that India 
are a one-man batting side 
should be quickly scotched de- 
spite the sketchy form of the 
skipper, Mohammed Azharud- 
din (only two half-centuries in 
the last six months). Any line- 
up that can boast the tikes of 


Navjot Sidhu, Sanjay Man- 
jrekar and Ajay Jadeja must not 
be lightly, and modi is ex- 
pected of the newcomer, 
Vikram Rathore, a young open- 
in gbat from the Punjab: 

Traditionally, India’s bats- 
men have all been vulnerable to 
the seaming ball. Since 1932, 
they have won only two Tfest se- 
ries in England One in 1971, 
when Raymond Illingworth was 
captain of England and gg am 
in 1986, when Mike Getting was 
at the helm. 

However, as most Test pitch- 
es here are now fairly bare, and 
all but two of the current par- 
ty have played either league or 
county cricket in England, it is 
less likely to be a factor in de- 
ciding the outcome of the se- 
ries. This was a point the Indian 
selectors dearly took into con- 
sideration when they picked 
two leg-spinners, Ann Knmble 
and Narendra Hirwani, and 
two slow left-arm bowlers, 
Venkatapathy Raju and Sunil 
Joshi. 

Rumble was the highest 
wicket-taker in county cricket 
last season with 105 dismissals 
and remains a threat with his 
bounce, irrespective of whether 
a pitch turns. In any case, Jav- 
agal Srinath, who opened the 
bowling for Gloucestershire 
last year, was only IS wickets be- 



Sachin Tendulkar opens his ‘coffin' at Lord's yesterday 


hind him, so even if Illing- 
worth were suddenly to per- 
suade the groundsmen to 
produce greeutops, it is unlikely 
that England could take ad- 
vantage, particularly if Do- 
mink Cork’s knee injury should 
flare up again. 

Somewhat surprisingly, ev- 
en that over the past few 
months they seem to have been 
playing just about anywhere 
that has a cricket pitch, this will 
be India's first overseas Thst se- 


ries for three yearn. The last was 
a disastrous visit to South 
Africa in 1993, which threat- 
ened to topple Azharuddin 
from the captaincy until Eng- 
land turned him into a hero by 
beDyfiopping to a 3-0 whitewash 
in India. 

If Michael Atherton is hop- 
ing India will return the favour, 
he may have to wait a while yet. 
For despite six of the party hav- 
ing yet to experience Test crick- 
et, there is a very real 


confidence that the greenhorns 
will learn quickly, particularly 
Paras Mbambrey, a pace bowler 
from Bombay and one of the 
few bowlers who does not hail 
from Karnataka. 


players who have not played 
Tfests," said Patil, India's im- 
pressive and upbeat manager, 
who among other thing s has 
been a film star and a pop 
singer. “Yet in a way it is good. 
Those who have not played 


Emburey’s cool reason is Northamptonshire asset 



Emburey: happy to play on 


Laid-back he may look, with an 
economical bowling action and 
an uncomplicated batting style, 
but John Emburey, Northamp- 
tonshire’s new coach, is a serious 
individual, not vulnerable to the 
mood swings of some contem- 
poraries in his England heyday. 

Not all renowned players 
make top-class coaches, but 
Emburcy’s adopted county have 
recognsed his qualities. A four- 
year contract, together with 
the extension of his playing ca- 
reer for another season, sums 
up their sentiments. They were 
emphasised by Emburey being 
on a list one “contested” regis- 
tration, because he rejected a 
two-year contract from Mid- 
dlesex, his previous county. 

North anq>tonshire feel justi- 
fied in using one of only two list 
one places allowedin any five- 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Benson and Hedges Cup 

Derbyshire v Lancashire 
CH BS t EK H BP : UncasMro won Hue to 
ran rate 

DERBYSHIRE 137 {M Watfonson 5-44). 
LANCASHIRE - Oral timing* 

(Ctemt&it: 70 for 6) 

N H FjVbrotrw b Griffith » 

tWK Heal not out — ■" 

l D «us&n no. out — — * r® 

Extras flW. *6. nbflj-.. -16 

Total (foe 7, 2A-3 ows) ■ - ■ « * 

PaB: 7-105. 

DM »ot bat P J Marai C Owppte. 

Score nt 15 owtk 73 fcr 6. 

RoMltog: Malcolm 10-1-38-1: Corii 10-1-49- 
CnOU 1 30-124. 

Umpires; T E Jcsty and K E Palmar. 

Glamorgan v Somerset 
CMUWF: Somanet won «*» to Hgtornm 
rats 

SOMERSET 239 for 8 (R J TixiW 70. A N 
HjjTxbSj 67 no). 

CXAMOROAN bwlner 

lOuemifl't: 108 tor 7) 

A MO c Tramp b floss ... 

-M P Maynarel b Haynuna »' 


PA COttay not out 24 

RDB Croft c Trump t» Lea 2 

S 0 Thomas c Ecclestone b Lee 0 

G P Butcher not out 3 

Extras (be. <*8) M 

Total ptorB.38 own) 1S1 

Fait 1-16, 4-50, 3*121, 4-MO, Ehl43. 8- 
146. 

OM nst tat: tC P Matson, S I. MMfdn, S R 
Barack. 

Score at IS owns 5S tor 2. 

BowHng: Cadtick 10-342-2; Rose 8-1-33- 
1: lee 7-0-38-2; EcCtaaons B-0-31-0; He*- 
hurst 3-0-13-1. 

Umpires: B DuOs&ton and J W Holder. 

No plnv vestordav 

CHESTER-LE-SIREED DutWI 143 tor 4 (M 
A Rosebeny 55 no) v Waratekshka. Nora- 
xott. Match abandoned. 
JESMQND:MBtciOoiniKs 206 tor 9; Leices- 
tershire 173 tor 5. Ma te* abandoned. 
Lstes s i o r s Mrs eon due tnHBtarwn rata. 

Group A 

p w L T Pt» 

Warwicks 2 2 0 0 4 

Lancashire 2 2 0 0 4 

Dertystdre — 3 110 2 

ujc» 2 i i o a 

Durham .-.....—.....2 0 2 0 0 

Minor Counties 2 0 2 0 0 


year period, despite Emburey 
saying that his. own playing 
plans are “fairly flexible". The 
list one category is usually re- 
served for some young buck 
with seasons ahead of hun. 

Hit the present, Emburey is 
happy to play on, which is one 
of reasons why he made turn- 

self unavailable when being 
sounded out as a candidate for 
the role of England coach, now 
bestowed on Lancashire’s David 
Lloyd. Emburey coached Eng- 
land’s successful A team in Pak- 
istan last winter but sakk “I do 
realise that witb continuing to 
pby this year that ldo need nxxe 
time in and manage- 

ment to make sure I get it rigpt. 

“I want to get involved with 
the England set-up in the future. 
1 have lots of ideas which I hope 
would be of benefit to the 


American football 

Houston Oflere have won approval to 
move to NashirfUe tor the 1998 season 
after 23 of the 30 National FbatbaH 


Michael Austin talks to the coach who 
put county cricket before England's call 


team,” said the 43-year-old 
Emburey, who is starting his 
24th season as a county player. 
Since first considering a crick- 
et career at the age of 13, Em- 
burey, a big spinner of the ball 
in suitable conditions, has gone 
on to take almost 1,600 wickets. 

Aflm 64 Thst matches, 61 lim- 
ited-overs internationals and 
500 fiist-dass appearances, the 
years have taken no toll on his 
enthusiasm either. During 
Northamptonshire’s pre-sea- 
son tour of South Africa, he 
marked bis debutin a three-day 
game against Transvaal with 2 
far 21 in 16 overs, despite an un- 
helpful pitch. 

These are potentially pro- 


ductive times for the county, as 
Emburey asserted: “I am for- 
tunate to have come to a dub 
that was successful last season, 
finishing third in the County 
Championship and being 
NatWest Trophy finalists. Hope- 
fully, we can go on and win a 
competition this summer.” 

His immediate thoughts oc- 
cupy the opening County 
Championship match against 
Durham, starting today at 
Chester-le-Street, now that 
Northamptonshire have made 
a winning start in the Benson 
and Hedges Cup. 

They beat Worcestershire 
and Scotland in the opening 
games, promoting David Cape! 


from the lower order to knock 
the cover off the ball and exploit 
eariy-imringsgapsin the outfield 
created by new regulations re- 
quiring nine fielders inside the 
circle for the first 0 overs. 

CapeJ’s elevation yielded two 
innings of 40-plus, though Em- 
burey asserted that the ploy is 
not written in stone. 

“There could be times when 
we want the Sri Lankan ap- 
proach that they adopted in the 
World Cup or others when we 
need the more down-to-earth 
Australian plan, with a solid 
start and a build-up of mo- 
mentum,” he conceded. “In 
general terms I do not want to 
play at the expense of someone 
younger but I expect to be in- 
volved early season at least 
when the pitches are a bit green 
and not suited to spin bowing.” 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Jtones at Mod-side Harter to the 6Jt Kn 

Andrew Kembery, a try-scorer against 
Uanetfi last Friday 


, TODAY’S 
' NUMBER 


25 

The yews the record for the 

fastest speedway ride has 
stood until it was broken by 
Mark loram. The Exeter rid- 
er's winning time of 64.3sec 
yesterday at the County 
Ground worked out at 
55 . 11 mph on a near quar- 
ter-mile fenced circuit. 


Photograph: Graham Chadwick/Allsport 


Tfests always look forward to it, 
so it is not a big worry." 

Azharuddin, wrapped in at 
least five layers of clothing (it 
was well over 100F when the 
team left Delhi) was in agree- 
ment and felt that the young- 
sters would push the senior 
players, which could only be a 
good thing . 

As he toddled off to find an- 
other sweater, he for one will 
be hoping it turns out to be an 
Indian summer. 


As for his switch from Lord’s, 
Emburey expects to enjoy the 
more intimate surroundings of 
Northampton, aod said: “Once 
you have been there a while, you 
get a bit blasfe about it and, at 
the end of the day, you are hap- 
py to get away from there.” 
Ironically, Emburey scored 
his maiden first-class hundred 
against Northamptonshire at 
Lord's in 1982, but added: “As 
for Northampton itself, oddly 
overall the years, I have played 
only three or four Champi- 
onship games at the ground. I 
cannot remember taking lots of 
wickets here either. That’s a bit 
worrying,” be mused, breaking 
into a rare chuckle; far removed 
from bis steely determination to 
get his team excelling on a 
greensward flhunmated with 
golden summer moments. 
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Bad light 
reduces 
game to 
farce 


A Benson and Hedges Cup 
game that promised high dra- 
ma ended in high force yester- 
day evenin g, when L ancashir e 
beat Derbyshire on a foster 
scoring rate at Chesterfield. 

The rain-affected match was 
set for a thrilling finish after the 
fast day when Lancashire, chas- 
ing 138 for victory, slumped to 
70 for 6 before rain halted play. 
More heavy rain prevented the 
match resuming until 4.20pm, 
but it then descended into con- 
fusion as bad light forced the 
players from the field again. 

At that stage Lancashire 
were 107 for 7 from 25 avers - 
the cut-off point when a game 
can be decided on faster scor- 
ing rate. Lancashire were ahead 
on that count when the light was 
offered immediately at the end 
of the 25th over and there were 
cries of “cheat” as the players 
headed for the pavilion. 

But one of the umpires. 
T-evor Jesty, insisted: “The 25 
overs did not come into iL We 
offered it because it was bad 
light, that’s all. We had been 
watching Lhe light for the pre- 
vious two overs and it just got 
bad very quickly." 

When the umpires decided 
conditions bad improved. Lan- 
cashire's target had been re- 
duced to 121 from 44 overs and 
Warren Hegg and lan Austin 
quickly wrapped up the coun- 
ty’s third group A victory. 

Northamptonshire’s hopes 
of improving on their third 
place m last year’s Britannic As- 
surance Championship have 
been hh by an injury worry over 
their West Indies paceman 
Curtly Ambrose. 

Northants travel to Durham 
in the opening round of games 
today without their overseas 
player, who is due to arrive back 
in England this weekend. But he 
has picked up a knee injury in 
the current Tfest against New 
Zealand and the county are un- 
sure when he will be available. 

■ Colin Ingleby ~M ackenzie 
has been named as the new 
presklent of MCC, taking over 
from Sir Oliver PopplewelL A 
forceful middle-order left-han- 
der for Hampshire for 14 yeans, 
the new president captained the 
county from 1958 to 1965. 

■ Curtly Ambrose disregard- 
ed a persistent knee injury to 
claim five innings wickets in a 
Tfest for the 24th time on the 
fourth day of the second Tfest 
against New Zealand in Antigua 
yesterday. However, the match 
is certain to be a draw as New 
Zealand, resuming at 346 for 7, 
raised three runs to avoid the 
follow-on in the day’s first over 
and were not dismissed until an 
hour after lunch for 437. West 
Indies were 548 for 7 declared. 


Young ready 
to be part of 
union again 

Rugby League 

David Young is to return to rug- 
by union, after Cardiff yester- 
day agreed a fee with Salford to 
take him back to South WkJes 
at the end of this Super League 
season, writes Dave Hadfieid. 

Young, who left the club to 
join Leeds six years ago, has 
captained the Welsh rugby 
league side and says that he has 
ambitions to win back his place 
in the Welsh union pack. 

Martin Offiah hopes to return 
after a back injury for Wigan’s 
match against Fans St-Germain 
on Sunday- That reopens the 
possibility of his playing in the 
first of the cross-code meetings 
with Bath, under league rules at 
Maine Road next Wednesday. 
Another Wigan player, Nigel 
Wright, is due to make his 
comeback after a long absence 
with a serious ankle injury in the 
Alliance team on Monday. 

Andy Northey, who played 
in St Helens’ Challenge Cup 
winning side on Saturday, will be 
out for about six weeks after 
tearing groin muscles in the first 
half of the final at Wembley. 
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Harding leads 
battle to 


keep Hoddle 




GLENN MOORE 


Chelsea were last night fighting 
to persuade Clean Hoddle that 
a future with the Blues was 
brighter than one with England. 

Were they to succeed the 
Football Association an? be- 
lieved already to have sounded 
out alternative successors to 
Terry Venables, the retiring 
England coach. They are 
thought to be Frank Clark and 
Howard Wilkinson, the man- 
agers of Nottingham Forest 
and Leeds United respectively. 

Chelsea’s effort was Jed by 
Matthew Harding, the club’s 
vice-chairman, who spent al- 
most four hours with Hoddle in 
a secret home counties location. 
In the meeting the millionaire 
outlined his dream of a part- 
nership between Harding and 
Hoddle which would make 
Chelsea a power in the football 
world. 

Meanwhile, Ken Bates, the 
club chairman, was locked in 
discussions with Hoddle 's agent 
He also weighed in with a 
counter-attack accusing the FA 
of breaking their own rules by 
approaching Hoddle before 
asking permissioa from himself. 

The approach, the probabil- 
ity of which was carried in lat- 
er editions of yesterday’s 
/mfipendimL 

by Harding yesterday morn- 
ing. 11 had been made, he said, 
on Tuesday. 

Before going into yesterday’s 
meeting Harding said: “Tve 
gpt to convince Glenn that we 


can give him three to four years 
of more fillfinin g football man- 
agement than England can.” 

Afterwards he said; “I am do- 
ing everything I can to keep him 
at Chelsea. That we are stiB talk- 
ing is a good sign. A lot of peo- 
ple thought it would just be 10 
minutes over a cold cup of cof- 
fee and Glean saying 'that’s it. 
I’m off. Say ‘thank you' to 
everyone at Chelsea’." 

Hoddle himself said: “Tve got 
a few hours, a few days, to chew 
it over. There are obviously oth- 
er issues as well." 

Hoddle would not go into 
those but one of them is bound 
to be the continuing boardroom 
wrangling at Chelsea between 
Bates and Harding. Chelsea 
player Terry Phelan, who Hod- 
dle signed earlier this season, 
admitted: **I don't think he 
knows whether he's coming or 
going, he’s tried his best” 

The dispute, which ax one 
stage was bitterly conducted 
through the tabloid media, has 
calmed down but Harding is yet 
to find a way to persuade Bates 
to relinquish control to him. 

It is possible that he is using 
England's interest to lever either 
change at Chelsea, or better 
terms for himself. He is certainly 
thought to have been made an 
offer far in excess of the likely 
£250,000 ayear for managing 
England. Then again, he may 
have delayed signing a new 
contract (ms present one expires 
this summer) in the hope of his 
country calling him. 

Bates was quick to dispel sug- 
gestions that Ruud Gullit might 
assist Hoddle in the England 


job. “There is no way he is leav^ 
wg. He is under exclusive con- 
tract with this club until Jane 
1997 and under no circum- 
stances will we release him." 

Gullit himself said he was 
“surprised" at the speculation 
and added: “1 am enjoying my- 
self at the club at the moment 
and all I want to do is play foot- 
ball. We will have to wait to see 
what Glenn does. I am happy 


they have given him the op- 
portunity. If he £a 


: he takes the job, it 
would mean thing s changing at 
Chelsea, but you cannotthink 


lit would be a candidate 
to succeed Hoddle at Chelsea, 
as would George Graham, a for- 


mer Chelsea player. Graham 
■Shreeve 


Rix and Peter Shreeves, both of 
whom work with Hoddle at 
present, may be more likely to 
move with him than replace him. 

The possible impact of Hod- 
dle going was made dear last 
night when a bid for John 
Spencer, Chelsea’s Scottish in- 
ternational striker, was re- 
ceived. 

Hoddle himself was believed 
to have had a length discussion 
with Jimmy Armfield, the FAs 
special advisor, over the Eng- 
land job. The foil implications 
of the job may only have be- 
come apparent when be woke 
up to find reporters camping on 
his Ascot doorstep yesterday 
morning. 

Hoddle was the only one of 
the new wave of young man- 
agers not to rule himself out 
when Venables announced in 
January that he would not be 
seeking a new contract after 


Kluivert ‘free to play’ 


The prosecutor seeking a nine- 
month jaU term for Patrick 
Kluivert has said he would set- 
tle for community service at the 
Ajax striker’s trial for vehicular 
homicide. 

Kluivert, 19, was accused of 
going twice the speed limit just 
before the BMW he was driving 
ploughed into another car, 
Idliing its driver and iiguring the 
victim’s wife. Kluivert did not 
enter a plea and has admitted 
being the driver of the car but 
denied driving as fast as the 
prosecutor claimed. 

Three months of the sen- 


tenoe sought by Anton Schotman 
would be suspended and Kluiv- 
ert would be banned from dri- 


ichotman added that if 
Kluivert wished, he could per- 
form 240 hours of community 
service instead of going to jail. 

A community service order 
would leave Hubert free to play 
in the European Cup final on 
22 May for the defenaingcbam- 
pions against Joventus and for 
the Netherlands in Euro 96 
which starts in June in England. 

The three-judge panel will 
rule on the case on 14 May. 


While the EA may have had 
their hand forced by the grow- 
ing prospect of Hoddle follow- 
ing the original favourite, 
Middlesbrough's Bryan Robson, 
and agreeing a new contract 
with his club they need to have 
the new coach installed before 
Euro96. That would give him 
the chance to study both Eng- 
land and Italy - the national 
ride's main World Cup oppo- 
nents. 

That campaign opens on 1 
September in Moldova. It is an 
unromantic location to begin a 
new era but even purists have 
to start somewhere. 

The England succession, 
Ken Jones; page 26 
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Wednesday's Solution 



ACROSS 

7 Media adviser to senior offi- 
cer takes care of formalities 
(8) 

9 Carriage for cricket team (6) 

10 Material for study I'm finish- 
ing (5) 


22 Conclude by backing wiustte- 


24 Tool for those working at a 
trade (6) 

25 Endorse licence (8) 


11 See rapid changes in velocity 
ofcraftfS) 


12 WfeU-rouuded exercises regu 

inn*' I 1 


laity used by highwayman? (9, 

15 AD but allege monarch’s 
scoffed cake (6) 

16 Name accountant’s acquired 
for turning sour? (6) 

IS Dam uppny, for a religious 
poison? (6, 8) 

20 A tear secreted by a friend of 
mum's? (8) 


DOWN 

1 Caution needed, as before, 
putting hopeless dunce in de- 
tention (8) 

^ ^lor hoc trn 


2 Star has time to abscsbritock 

3 lllase for a Hindu deity tong 
kept 

4 


kept under wraps ($) 
Despotic ruler in Turkey, it 

5 already bought 

the ptacc, prior to rep’s spiel 

m 


6 Cancel act, one held in dis- 

8 It^iower by river - Old Man 
River? (9) 

13 T,>cking education, so failing 
to obtam post? (10) 

14 Subterfuge could be noticed, 

if reawdjs kept (9) 

18 Diseased elm, say, covered in 
spots? (6) 

19 Some sensationalism disrupt- 
ing quiet place, for instance? 

21 Role army’s given, to provide 
cower for long (4) 

23 Cheese knife takes trod off 
(4) 
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Toronto catcher Charlie O'Brien tags out Matt NHeske during the Blue Jays' 9-8 victory over the Milwaukee Brewers Photograph: Reuter 
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MacLeod calls for Gotti’s return 


Ally MacLeod yesterday urged 
the Scotland manager, Craig 
Brown, to forget his past dif- 
ferences with Richard Gough 
and recall the Rangers defend- 
er to his squad for Euro 96. 

As Brown prepares to an- 
nounce his 22-man squad today 
for a two-match trip to the 
United States, the former Scot- 
land manager called for 
Gough’s three-year interna- 
tional exile to end. 

MacLeod, who took Scotland 
to the 1978 World Cup finals in 
Argentina, sees Gough, winner 
of 61 caps, as the ideal partner 
for Blackburn’s Colin Hendiy 
after helping Rangeis to an 
eighth successive League title. 

“At centre-half Colin Hendry 
would be ideal, but I would like 


to see him ^ 

although 1 know that is unlike- 
ly,” MacLeod said. 

Brown seems certain to over- 
look the Rangers' captain, de- 
spite doubts about the fitness of 
team-mate Alan McLaren, who 
requires knee surgpry at the end 
of the season, and Tottenham's 
Colin Calderwood The Scot- 
land manager is likely to name 
Derek Whyte, of Middles- 
brough, as a stand-by defend- 
er for the tour games against the 
United States and Colombia. 

MacLeod also urged Brown 
to opt for Leeds’ Gary McAl- 
lister as captain alongside 
Celtic's John Collins in mid- 
field, Hibernian veteran Jim 
Leighton as the No 1 
keeper and Aberdeen’s 


Booth in attack. “I wotrid go 
with Jim Lejgfefoin m j$oat be- 
cause I think he is igpffipitf- 
ritional goaSceeSer aid 
perhaps just edges tfis^decgidn 
aver Andy GGrafoT MacLeod 

said ; 

Michael Deberry, the 
Chelsea defender gtbetoed for 
mternrifowri sfanfom by Eug- 



f of a new two- 
„ i bora after 
I -most of Dave 
r squad are rd- 
t this level, having 

____Jed in Iasi month's 

T^defi^by Croatia at Sun- 
derifend, a game puberty missed 
forctagh domestic suspension. 


for future senior players is pro- 
vided by & glance at the team- 
sh^ct (wo years ago which 
incfodedRsobbfeFowler, Jamie 
Rcdknapp, Sol Campbell and 
Trevor Sinclair who are aH se- 
nior squad players now. 


The ontyexperienoed players 
e. Manchester United 


H0&S4 Stepsnp fot%e'Enjg- 
land Under-21s in m Ranee las- 
er this month. 

The 20-yeai-old from En- 
field, outstanding at centre- 
half in Hodtfle’s sophisticated 
defence in his first foil season, 
is the only uncapped player as 
Fagfanri seek their fifth Win in 

HI attempts at the annual sum- 
mer tournament in Tbnlon. 


include. . 
first-team regulars, Nicky Butt 
and David Beckham, Newcas- 
tle’s Cfeis Holland, the Queen's 
Park Rangers striker Kevin 
GaHen and Crystal Place's 
Bruce Dyer. 


England, who also face An- 
gola, Portugal and Brazil, won 

. .X.» * « nnn 


the competition in 1990, 1991, 
1993 and 1994. Proof of the 
tournament’s value as a testbed 


EMlAMD UNDER-2L SOUND fforlomtm- 
HHMt in TtHloa tills cnootfi); Day (T«ten- 
harm. Davit (Luton). Mtoatiall (NonwcW. 
(Many (ChafcMJ, ft** (Chute*). Seta* 
a* (Sunn VIM, CartxM (Duty County), 
Ttatdtor (MfflMin. Mscm (SftoflKKtf 
Wednesday). Butt (Manchester United). 

Backkam (Manchester United), Hattnd 

(Newcastle). Bowyv (Ctiartton), Cootaa 
(Manchester UrttwD. E»dto tNororfch). Q « *»n 
(Queen 1 * PM Ranan), Pjur tOysta) FtoacaL 
Moore (Trarmarm. Stand-by: WrttfNt 0©- 
swteft), O'Connor (Erertoft},. PiuuuMr 
(Queen's Part Rangera). Stuart (Crwton). 
Font (Leads). Broun {Manchester City), 
Thoratoy [Manchester United). State (Mtf- 
tfesbraughl, Kanrfria (Aston VBaj. Hii toy 
(LMcester). BriUga* (Sunderland). 
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O’Sullivan’s epic triumph 


Snooker 


GUY HODGSON 
reports from The Crucible 


pulsion by cfequaltftation, Ron- 
nie O’Sumvan endnred a trial on 
foe table yesterday and, like 
the disciplinary inquiry before it, 
he just survived. He is now just 
a match away from his first Em- 
bassy World Championship final 

A desperately exciting, anx- 
iety-ridden thing it was, too. 
Hailing 10-6 then 12-10 to John 
Higgins, the world No 3 kept 
alive his hopes of becoming foe 
youngest champion by winning 
13-12- Having got on a lot of 
nerves at The Crucible, it seems 
he is living on his own. 

No matter how you feel 
about the 20-year-old from 
Chigwell - and there are plen- 
ty wfio are cheesed off with him 
- there is no doubting he is a 
fantastic snooker player. Most 
people would have succumbed 


to the pressure of having his life 
put under scrutiny after he as- 
saulted a press officer this week, 
and he could easily have scur- 
ried off to hide when Higgins, 
the second favourite, took a 
commanding lead. Instead he 
produced breathtaking stuff 

The last two frames were 
epics in themselves. Twice 
O’Sullivan gave Higgins a dear 
run to the fine when he rattled 
reds in foe jaws of a corner 
pocket from the rest, but on 
each occasion the Scot blew it 
The first time he had the 
colours on the spot, only to get 

seccroc£aT35-21 down nitbe de- 
ciding frame, he missed a red 
and O’Sullivan swooped for 
foe kill with a break of 33. 

It was a thrilling triumph, the 
sort to put away for mental re- 
inspection in years to come, but 
O'Sullivan looked even more 
miserable than Higgins. “It’s just 
a match,” he mumbled. *Tm 
more pleased for the people 


around me who stuckhy me this 
week. I can’t thank them 
enough. It's difficult to explain 
how I feel, it’s been a hard cou- 
ple of days.” 

Asked if be had apologised 
in person to Michael Ganley, 
foe official he assaulted on 
Sunday, O’Sullivan, who re- 
ceived a suspended two-year 
ban and a £20,000 fine for the 
offence, replied: “Tm going to 
do it foe next time 2 see him. I 
have been under a lot of men- 
tal pressure. It’s been tough” 

while O'Sullivan has had 
his path to the semi-finals paved 
with headlines, Nigel Bond 
reached the last four m his usu- 
al manner: quiet, almost apolo- 
getic. He lets his snooker do his 
talking and eloquent it is, too, 
efficiently dispatching Dave 
Harold 13-7, rattling off the fi- 
nal three frames he needed in 
just over an hour. 
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Bishop brokers peace 


MARK 


Rugby Union 


SIEVE BALE 


Resolution of the bitter stand- 
off between the Rujfcy Football 
Union and its leading dubs over 


of professional rugby moved 
significantly nearer fast night af- 
ter a meeting of minds between 
the dubs and the RFU president. 
Bill ESshop, in the absence of the 
elute' b&e noire. Cliff Brittle. 

Bishop was present in his role 
as independent chairman ap- 
pointed by the RFU executive 
but Brittle, chairman of that ex- 
ecutive, and foe other two 
members of his negotiating 
team, had boycotted the meet- 
ing on the tenuous grounds 
that foe full financial package 


ton than they would have done 
with them. Both Bishop and 
Brittle say they want to hold an- 
other meeting as soon as pos- 
sible, but for now the chasm 
within foe RFU about how to 
deal with foe recalcitrant clubs 
has been made fully public. 
Bishop has to effect usurped 
Brittle as foe union negotiator. 

It was Bishop's decision to 
proceed without Brittle. Should 
the executive chairman, who last 
night described foe original 
meeting as having been post- 
poned, seek to be obstructive 


> s agen- 
da nad not been submitted. 

Evidently, foe talks made 
more progress without Brittle, 
i and Fran Cot- 


direct to foe executive, which is 
overwhelmingly opposed to 
Brittle’s intransigent stance. 

Indeed Bishop, whose ap- 
pointment to chair the talks was 
in direct contravention of Brit- 
tle's wishes, was so encouraged 
that be was able to forecast a set- 
tlement of the onion’s differences 
with foe First and Second Divi- 
sion dubs’ umbrella body, Epruc. 


which has already announced a 
boycott of next season's RFU 
competitions and will secede 
unless there is a settlement 
Tbs wfflstffl require the clubs’ 
gaining effective control of the 
competitions to which they par- 
ticipate and the sponsorship 
ana broadcasting money from 
them, but it seems that they will 
nowbe aaxHnmodared. "The se- 
nior dubs wish to remain with- 
in the RFU and to play 
European and domestic com- 
petitions subject to refinement 
of the fRFU’s] competitive 
structure,'’ Bishop said fast night 
“The senior clubs dearly 
recognise the aspirations of 
players to play international 
ana representative rugby and 
wish to facilitate foal process. 
No insurmountable problems 
are percent I trust this state- 
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gas (excL VAT) , our simple recipe could cut your hills 
dramatically. 

Take one telephone. Dial outnumber: Discover how 
much you could save by switching to low cost gas from 
Amerada. 

With no new pipes or roadworks, there’ll be no 
disruption or inconv enien ce. Call us now and there'll be 
no need to simme r when yo u get your next bill. 
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game and wfil allow us to be 
united in proceeding towards 
nest season.” 
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acceptance and surgery. 

“It was like coming home,’’ 
she said. “When 1 realised that 
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behaviour of foe school direc- 
tors breached the 1976 
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m uuev- uj ai (the Government woqjcT' 
6 Euro- taavefto amend legisVatiorv. 
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